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Catching Up With Former
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Staff Writer Lu Chen
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The Temple City Voice is featuring a series of interviews
with former volunteer staff. This is the second of our
BO0 “Catching Up with Former Staff” series.
a By Aiden Leong
The Temple City Voice recently interviewed former
il Art Manager Lu Chen via telephone. Chen, a former staff

: : . .
S007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2006 memt_)er of the Temple Clt.y Voice, reflected over her col-
lege life and experiences with the Voice.

API SCORES: API Scores improve within the High _ Chen is currently a second-year student at the Uni-
School (left), TCUSD (middle), and California State versity of California, Riverside (UCR). She plans to major in
(right). business. Chen is also involved with Sigma Alpha Lambda,

Source: CA Department of Education an Honors Society organization on Continued on Page 2

City and District Spar over Facilities Use Agreement

By Matthew Wong some fees associated with Temple City’s use of the Dis-

. . ] trict’s facilities.
It is no open secret that the City of Temple City

and the Temple City Unified School District (TCUSD) ‘I feel it is time we, both bodies, get together,

have a poor working relationship with one another, oris and come to a new agreement” stated Mayor Cathé Wil-
it? son, obviously upset.

The latest spark between both elected entities . Wilson spoke of the lack of agreement between
involves the joint Facilities Use Agreement. Unlike pre- the City and District in previous years and added, “It's
vious years, the Faciliies Use Agreement was not re- Not hurting the City. It's not hurting the schools. It's hurt-
newed for one full year. Instead, the Temple City Board ing the kids.
of Education voted to only extend the contract for three Councilman Ken Gillanders concurred with

months until September 30, 2008. Mayor Wilson. “I want to see an extrapolation of each of

At the City Council meeting on July 15, 2008, the costs” requested Gillanders.
City Manager

X For years, the City and the District have not
Charles R. Martin

charged one another for either of its constituents utilizing
stated the re- city or District facilities. With a new Board and budget
newal — contract regtrictions possibly coming from Sacramento, the
had been re- ToUSD has commenced to re-evaluate the joint Facili-

turned by the Dis- o5 Use Agreement.
trict urging that

the City pay for “The Board asked me to  Continued on Page 3
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Board of Education Tackles Hot Topics —
from Red Ribbon Week to API Scores

By Katie Brown

This past Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24, the Temple City Board
of Education Meeting began in a
filed room—and the Classified Em-
ployees of the Year Education
Awards.

Friends and family of the
honored teachers and staff packed
into the seats to offer their support
and hearty congratulations.

Cameras flashed as each
respective staff member received
their plaque and recognition for a
job well done in the Temple City
United School District
(TCUSD).

The prestig-
ious District Employee
of the Year Award was
given to Jennifer
Smith, a special edu-
cation teacher at La
Rosa elementary
school.

Following the
award distributions, Oak Avenue
principal Lawton Gray presented an

overview to the middle school’'s Red
Ribbon Week program.

This year, the
event will be four days
longer and will begin on
Monday, October 20. Ac-
tivities have also been
changed or altered, de-
pending on the responses
provided by students who
were surveyed on their
Red Ribbon Week experi-
ence last year.

Events happen-
ing this year include a mock arrest,
and a mock trial that will take place

in a real courtroom.
Temple City High
School's film class,

Dragon Flicks, will be
documenting these pro-
ceedings throughout the
week.

Student  Board
Member Anthony Chan
provided updates from
the high school. “Club
Day”, a day for student-run clubs on
campus to advertise their club ideals,
is held on Friday,
October 3. “Club
Day” is targeted at
freshmen to help
them find a niche
and become more
involved in school.

Chan also
took time to per-
sonally thank the
Board of Educa-
tion members for
their involvement
in repaving the
staff and student
parking lots at the
high school.

“The huge

crevice in the parking lot has been

an eyesore for years,” Chan said, I

really want to extend my thanks to
you guys.”

TCUSD
Superintendent
Chelsea Kang-
Smith  suggested
new environmen-
tally friendly ideas
to be brought into
the TCUSD. Sug-
gestions were pro-
vided by a presen-
tation submitted by
the TCHS Environmental Club advi-
SOr.

The ideas presented held a
primary focus of reverting to and
relying on solar energy in our dis-
trict. However, this change may be
quite expensive.

Despite that, Kang-Smith
replied by saying “We should not
just look at the dollar sign. We need
to see what we can do to help our
environment.”

To conclude the meeting,
Assistant Superintendent of Educa-
tional Services Christina Luna pre-
sented the goals of “800 and Be-
yond”, a program designed to con-
tinue the increase of our district’s
Academic Performance Index (API)
scores.

API scores show the growth
in a school's performance following
California Standardized Testing.
The High School displayed an im-
pressive sixteen-point jump be-
tween 2007 and 2008 from 804 to
822.

In order to keep the trend
rising, “We need to target student
problems and see how we can do
better,” Luna stated.
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Chen Speaks about College Life

Continued from Page 1
campus that promotes volunteer work.

Chen stated that the Temple City Voice has
taught her many concepts which helped her in college. “I
definitely learned cooperation and that group work is
very important” said Chen.

While pursuing a bachelor's degree from UCR,
Chen dreams of studying abroad in Shanghai, China.
She also plans to pursue higher education by going to
graduate school after college. Chen mentioned that she
would love to come back to help the Temple City Voice.

“l like to... spend time with my family” com-
mented Chen when she is at home and not Riverside.

Chen added she liked walking along Las Tunas
Boulevard to visit the shops and urged the Voice “to get
Temple City more involved [with the businesses].”

“All of the shop owners...want more people to
come in” she stated.

With her final
closing remarks, Chen
imparted some words
of wisdom about col-
lege to the current and
future members of the
Temple City Voice.

“My advice is|
to be as active as pos-
sible in college” said |
Chen. “l was inactive ("
during my first year in
college, but | started to
become more active
during my second
year...and it has just
been so much better.”

Lu Chen is currently a student
at UCR.

Photo courtesy of Lu Chen

Facilities Use Agreement Causes Disagreements

Continued from Page 1

do that” replied then-Acting Superintendent David
Jaynes when questioned why the District was re-
evaluating the joint Facilities Use Agreement.

Jaynes added, “It is very one-sided as to who
uses what facilities...and we’re trying to re-assess some
of those costs associated with having them use our fa-
cilities so much, given tough budget times.” Jaynes was
interviewed on July 16, the day after the City Council
meeting.

] hiopetully the sky
will stay clear for another;
rnonth or so...

The City Council ultimately voted 4-0, with Mayor
Pro Tempore Dave Capra absent, to approve the three-
month extension of the contract.

“Wow, it’s like they’re starting a war” commented
Mayor Wilson.

Despite the latest disagreement, the City and
District have cooperated in the past. In 2006, the City of
Temple City donated $100,000 to the TCUSD for renova-
tion of Temple City High School’'s aging bleachers.

It didn't rain for three
straight ronths but
nowy it doies.

A Talk about luck.
( From the loaks of it,
you also forgaot to

';\ Close your sunroaf.

This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ivy Vuong.




EDITORG COLUMN
DIALYSIS FOR THE SOUL

Temple City Voice

“Junior year is the hardest year out of the four (Volume 3, Issue 11)
years of high school.” Although | have heard this from
many past seniors, | figured | could handle it. | have Letters to the Editor...

been a good student. | have done rather well in school
for the past 11 years, receiving mostly A’s with a cou-

ple B’s thrown in. | did not think that junior year would Can be sent to our

be such a challenge towards me. P.O. .BOX 1255

| was wrong. These past three weeks of junior Temple City, CA 91780
year have been the toughest yet. | can honestly say
that my freshman and sophomore years did not chal- Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837

lenge me as much as | wish they would have. | slept
before 11 on most days. But as a junior now, | have
stayed up quite late to early morning hours.

While trying to balance out my schedule, |
have not been successful yet. | still struggle between
school, volleyball, and other extra-curriculars.

My mom always tells me that junior year is the
year that decides my college plans and the rest of my
life. | never really took her seriously until this past Send an e-mail!
summer when | pushed myself for an SAT score that -
would satisfy both my parents and me.

| know many other juniors can sympathize
with how | am feeling. On AOL Instant Messenger, | U P CO M | N G EVE N TS
see many of my friends’ away messages saying
‘homework; don’t bother me.” | know everyone is .
struggling to finish their homework as soon as possi- | October 3 Varsity Football Game

ble so that they still have a couple hours to sleep be- . .
fore the next school day. Or at least that is how | feel. The Temple City High School

Blog:
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com

E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com

Interested in sponsoring the  7emple City Voice ?

| would like to hope that all this hard work fOOt_ba" team will play_
pays off in the end. | hope that | can achieve most, if against Rosemead High.
not all, of my dreams and aspirations, especially re- (HOME)
ceiving an acceptance letter into my dream college.
Some might say that because | have such a
busy and packed schedule, that is exactly the reason 4 TCHS Comedy Sportz
why | am so stressed. But the thing is | do have time Show
for fun. | do have time to enjoy myself. ]
Someone once told me that “Art is dialysis for Room 601 @ 7:00 P.M.
the soul.” For me, it is. It cleans out the stress and
frustration within my life. Every week, | have two hours :
of art class where | can relax and release all my emo- 6 PTA Meetmg
tions onto my canvas. My iPod plays softly within my
ears as my pengil glides across the paper. Two hours 7 City Council Meeting
of peace and quiet is enough to calm myself down.
But | am not usually one to keep to myself. | Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M

love being surrounded others that care about me. It
does not matter what we do as long as | am around

others. It could either be hanging out and watching the 8 Board of Ed. Meeting
Friday football game or going out at night to eat frozen .. .
yogurt. District Office @ 7 P.M.

Stress is only a temporary feeling. In the end,

it will eventually fade. Jessilyn

ﬁ@ : Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly|

I publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!
.................................................................... .I




