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Miss Temple 

City Hopes to 

Raise Cancer 

Awareness 

within the 

Community  

Annual Rabies Clinic at Temple City Park Tonight 

Heidi Chow, 2010-2011 Miss 

Temple City, speaks about 

her platform.   

BY JEANETTE TANG   

Crowned Miss Temple 
City in May, Heidi Chow is on 
a mission: to raise awareness 
within the City about cancer.  

“I feel that people 
within Temple City aren’t fully 
aware of the tragedies cancer 
brings and that they aren’t 
presented with enough oppor-
tunities to do something about 
it,” Chow said. “I plan to utilize 
city publications to share with 
the citizens stories of hope—
stories of those who have 
fought to survive and cele-
brate life.”  

Stay in shape and have fun 
at LABC. 

BY JASON WU   

 Most people, espe-
cially high school students, 
find that they have nothing 
much to do in the summer; 
and so they loaf around.  
Instead, they can actually 
be productive and play bad-
minton at the Los Angeles 
Badminton Center this sum-
mer! 

 Situated in El 
Monte, not too far from 
Temple City, the club fea-
tures fifteen courts with pro-
fessional Yonex mats, 
something that badminton 
clubs don’t usually offer.  
These special courts give 
you extra spring in your 
step, something that you 
cannot get at other clubs, 
such as the San Gabriel 
V a l l e y 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

Gas Station Owner, Would-Be 

Tenant “Eager” to Operate  

“LABC” on Page 3 

Spend This 

Summer 

Playing    

Badminton at 

LABC 

Lambert:  Owner  of  long-vacant  gas  station     
negotiating with Pasadena operator.  

BY MATTHEW WONG   

 The owner of a vacant downtown gas sta-
tion is making progress on obtaining a new tenant, 
Community Development Manager Joseph Lam-
bert on Thursday wrote. 

“Chow” on Page 3 “Gas Owner” on Page 2 

CERTIFIED RESULTS: Temple City voters give 
Republican candidate Alvaro Day 158 more votes 
than incumbent Democrat Anthony Portantino,  
according to the June 8 primary election official 
results.              Photo Courtesy  
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New tenant may soon fill the empty gas   

station in downtown Temple City Continued From Front Page 
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 “The property owner is negotiating with a po-
tential tenant who operates a Shell station in Pasa-
dena,” Lambert stated in the January 14, 2010 City 

M a n a g e r ’ s 
Weekly Report. 

 A meet-
ing was held 
earlier this week 
with the owner 
and possible 
tenant, the com-
munity develop-
ment manager 
stated. The par-
ties discussed 
the re-opening of 
the gas station, 
currently unused 

on the northwest corner of Oak Avenue and Las Tunas 
Drive. 

 According to Lambert, “All parties involved 
seemed quite eager to start operating as soon as possi-
ble.” 

Since 2007, the gas station has not been operating, 
creating an eyesore for Temple City officials and local 

business owners. 

 Lambert previously mentioned that the owner 
was interested in finding a gas operate affiliated with 
Union 76 (also known as UnoCal), a subsidiary of 
Chevron. 

 In December, City Manager Jose Pulido as-
serted that the City could revoke the owner’s condi-
tional use permit, which was given in 1972, if the owner 
did not secure a tenant quickly. It appears Pulido’s 
threat and pressure from City Hall is working. 

 Nevertheless, soon to be permanent City Attor-
ney Eric Vail has stated the owner has a right to leave 
his property vacant as long as he complies with the 
City’s nuisance code. 

 The only code enforcement issues previously 
noted are illegal parking and tires sitting on the prop-
erty. 

 Whether or not the owner succeeds in his cur-
rent endeavor, city staff intends to hold him account-
able, Lambert said. 

 “Staff will continue to work closely with all par-
ties involved so we can get this site occupied as soon 
as possible,” he stated. 

Note To Readers:  

To read three online only news       

articles, “Athens Services Still Plans to 

Develop Trash Survey,” “Medical 

Emergency Cuts Meeting Short,” and 

“Defense Attorneys Ask for More 

Time to Consider Evidence against 

Clients” please visit our blog,     

http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

Can You Write? Draw? 
 

The Temple City Voice is currently      

looking for more writers and artists to join 

this community news publication for the 

coming year. If you are interested in    

volunteering, please send us an email at                                      

templecityvoice@yahoo.com. Address the 

incoming Editor-in-Chief, Jason Wu.  
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When she was in the second grade, Chow’s 
close friend passed away from leukemia, which propa-
gated her to raise her platform issue.  With her title she 
intends to share her experiences and to help those 
struggling with the terminal illness. 

“This title, Miss Temple City, will help me by giv-
ing me the opportunity to share my passion with the 
people of my hometown: the fight against cancer,” said 
Ms. Chow, “I’ve been given the privilege to serve the city 
that has made me who I am today—I’ve been given the 
privilege to honor my friend’s memory and the memory 
of others who have lost to cancer on a larger scale with 
a bit more influence.” 

In one year, Chow will graduate and take her 
first step into college. Chow plans to major in French 
with a minor in art.  She also endeavors to travel to Af-
rica to study abroad during her junior year in college. 

“For college, I’d like to attend a UC,” Chow said. 
“I can’t leave Southern California or else I’d starve to 
death without coming home to my mom’s home cooking 
every once in a while.” 

Dur ing her 
senior year, Chow will 
be assisting in training 
the 2011 Miss Temple 
City Ambassador Pag-
eant contestants and 
helping spread her 
platform to the public. 

 “[To those in-
terested in joining], be 
prepared for a busy 
five months of practice 
but an absolutely in-
valuable learning ex-
perience,” Chow says, 
“Whether you make it 
on the court or not, you 
will make new friends 
and you will expand as 
a growing young 
woman.” 

Badminton Center, which is hard on 
your joints and ankles. 

When you pay at LABC, you 
pay for availability and quality.  
SGVBC is notorious for its over-
crowding, making it very difficult to 
get a court without hording in a 
group and jumping in. Also, the club 
is usually open daily from six a.m. 
until two a.m. so even those with the 
busiest schedules can find time to 
play. 

There are always tourna-
ments going on at LABC, for anyone 
at any skill level. Plenty of high-level 
competitors come to participate in 
fast-paced matches and if you have 
nothing to do, it is always nice to 
bring your family and friends to 
come watch.  

You would not usually see 
this kind of high-speed action with 
other sports. 

If you ever need badminton 

gear, especially when you are play-
ing, the club offers a pro shop that is 
equipped with just as many rac-
quets, birdies, and other items as 
any other store, if not more. Plus, 
the people who work there are al-
ways willing to assist you with any-
thing, especially if you are com-
pletely new to the game and do not 
understand some things. Their web-
site even has tips for beginning play-
ers on playing techniques such as 
serving,  smashing,  b lock ing 
smashes, and the 
science behind 
birdie trajectory. 

A few 
concerns I’ve 
had, though, are 
that they require 
badminton shoes 
and a lot of 
friends I cajole 
into playing with 
me are hesitant 

about paying for shoes or renting 
them.  

Though other than that, I 
see no problems and if you really do 
plan on committing to the game, the 
shoes are more of a mandatory 
piece of your equipment, anyways. 

For more information, go to 
labadmintonclub.com or drop by at 
10410 Valley Blvd., El Monte, CA 
91731. 

Miss Temple City’s platform is to promote cancer awareness Continued From Front Page 

Enjoy a game of badminton at the LABC Continued From Front Page 

Heidi Chow, Miss Temple City  

Photo Courtesy  e



UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

SR. EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
YOUTH COMMITEE 

July  9 Temple City Rabies Clinic 

     @Temple City Park, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

  

  13     Planning Commission MTG 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  14        Concerts in the Park  

         @Temple City Park, 7 P.M. 

 

  20              City Council Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  21        Concerts in the Park  

         @Temple City Park, 7 P.M. 

 

       Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting  

 @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

 Yesterday, I had my interview for a position on 
the Youth Committee. 

 I never had a “job interview” before, so I didn’t 
know what to expect, but I was pretty lax up until the 
actual interview. I did not ponder the questions       
beforehand, though I had a sure feeling of some of the 
things they were going to ask me. Instead of worrying 
like how my colleagues had, I’m sure, I spent the day 
writing letters, browsing the Internet, and loitering on 
Facebook. 

 However, when I walked into the room and 
saw three of the city’s officials, Mayor Pro Tempore 
Tom Chavez, Parks & Recreation Commissioner Dan 
Arrighi, and Planning Commissioner Patrick Horton, I 
immediately began panicking. 

 Although they carried a very informal and light 
atmosphere, I was shaking. Here I was facing three 
important members of the community and I was     
making a fool out of myself.  

 I could not think of my answers fast enough, 
the words were stuck in my throat, and my brain 
stopped functioning, limiting my vocabulary to the 
most basic level.  It was embarrassing that I could not 
convey my points across in the manner that I wanted. 
I stumbled, quivered, and stuttered. 

 Heck, as a member of the executive team 
here at the Temple City Voice, it is imperative that I 
possess spectacular public speaking skills and       
resilience to stage fright. As a leader, those are key 
skills I need to show my qualities as a commander, 
not a follower. However, I seemed to have failed on 
the most epic of proportions.  

 If this event were to foreshadow those to 
come, I am sure to bring down the organization at our 
forthcoming forums and meets with City Council. 

 Oh well, at least it’s the experience that 
counts… 

 
Jason 


