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City Council votes to keep 
two-hour parking restriction.  

BY MATTHEW WONG 

 The City Council on 
Tuesday gave City Manager 
Jose Pulido the authority to 
issue a request for proposals 
for a comprehensive study of 
the downtown parking area, 
while voting down a staff rec-
ommendation to remove the 
two-hour restriction on park-
ing in downtown Temple City. 

 The vote on January 
19 was 4-0-1. Councilwoman 
Judy Wong abstained. 

 “We’re trying to solicit 
what other people are  

CONCERT IN THE PARK: The proceeds for 
this week’s raffle tickets went to Boy Scouts 
Troop #161 at this week’s Concert in the Park.                                                             

Photo by Nelson Luu   

Shanghai Kitchen is one of 
the new restaurants on Las 
Tunas that lacks in meeting 
consumer standards. 

BY NELSON LUU  

Last week I visited 
Shanghai Kitchen, the new 
restaurant that had quite re-
cently replaced Hanabi.  

As I stepped in, I had 
to wait about a good minute 
before the waitress noticed 
that I was there before asking 
me how many people were in 
my party in Mandarin. I was 
sat down, given a pot of tea 
and a dish of bean sprout 
salad. As I looked over the 
menu, I wasn’t surprised to    
see a large selection of food, 
but although there was a large 
selection, there wasn’t any-
thing I haven’t seen before at 

“Shanghai Kitchen” on Page 2 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

“Parking Survey” on Page 3 

Former Temple City Voice staff member Con-
nie Lu shares about her experiences during 
her time writing for the publication.  

BY TRACY CHEN   

Graduating from Temple City High 
School in 2008, Connie Lu served on Temple 
City Voice as a staff writer and is now going into 
her third year at University of California, San 
Diego. 

When Lu wrote for Temple City Voice, 
the organization was only established for two 
short years. Lu, how- “Connie Lu” on Page 3 
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Former Staff Connie Lu 
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Shanghai Kitchen leaves dry aftertaste Continued From Front Page 

Can You Write? Draw? 
 

The Temple City Voice is currently      

looking for more writers and artists to join 

this community news publication for the 

coming year. If you are interested in    

volunteering, please send us an email at                                      

templecityvoice@yahoo.com. Address the 

other Asian restaurants and the prices range from five 
dollars for items on the dim sum menu to ten dollars for 
the shrimp dishes. I ordered mabo tofu (a hot and spicy 
tofu dish), hot and sour soup, and xiao long bao, which 
are round dumplings filled with meat and broth.  

It took a good 15 minutes for the tofu to come 
out. I was expecting the tofu to have intense flavors but 
was surprised when the tofu came out in a delicate 
sauce that had a slightly sweet aftertaste. 

The soup came soon after in a large tureen 
made for group dinners. I didn’t particularly like the soup 
because it was somewhat watery and bland compared 
to the thick, spicy and sour flavors that are standard for 
the dish. 

As I waited for the xiao long bao to come, I took 
a good look around the restaurant. I noticed that pa-

trons at a few other tables seemed to be a bit agitated. 
The table across from mine had already finished their 
meal a good five minutes before and seemed to have a 
lot of trouble getting any of the waitress’ attention. I was 
soon a part of this demographic as I began to wonder 
what happened to my dumplings. I tried to get a wait-
ress’ attention but even as one passed by, I still couldn’t 
get her to notice me. Eventually one caught my atten-
tion and asked me if I wanted my check but rushed off 
before I could even answer. I was finally able to get the 
inquiry in and was told that it would take another 10 
minutes before my dumplings were ready.  

By the time it arrived my tea had gotten cold, 
the tofu and sauce had become a thick, viscous assort-
ment and the soup had gone cold. I was ready to leave 
and ask the waitress for my check when she promptly 
ran into the kitchen and came out with the dumplings 
and a container of vinegar. The dumplings were not 
steaming hot and I’m not sure what brand the vinegar 
was but it felt like I was dipping the dish into cheap co-
gnac. 

It took them a while to notice me again and 
when I finally got my check I was frustrated and just 
wanted to leave. The manager finally realized I was 
writing notes for a review and as she handed me my 
check, I could sense she was panicking and trying to 
make up for the poor service by asking me how my food 
was and what not.  

Overall I didn’t particularly enjoy the meal, not 
because of the food, but because of the service. I would 
suggest that Shanghai Kitchen take care to be more 

attentive towards patrons and check up 
on them more often during the meal. Per-
haps an extra employee can help ease 
the load during the dinner rush. I also felt 
that the waitresses were rather cold and 
should smile more often. 

Shanghai Kitchen is located on 9679 Las 
Tunas Boulevard, across the street from 
Temple City Park.   
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Council votes to keep parking restrictions, solicit proposals to resolve 

long-term parking issue Continued From Front Page 

going to see [the parking study] pro-
fessionally without having to spend 
the money,” Pulido said while the 
City Council discussed the merits of 
a potentially costly survey.  

 Estimates for a comprehen-
sive parking study range from 
$50,000 to $100,000, Public Safety 
Officer Bryan Ariizumi stated.  

 While all city council mem-
bers supported the comprehensive 
parking survey, Councilwoman 
Wong abstained because she was 
not in favor of keeping the two-hour 
parking restriction.  

 According to Wong, some 
Temple City residents have com-
plained to her about having to move 
their vehicles from one place to an-
other before they finished their 
shopping in Temple City.  

 But, Councilman Vincent Yu 
disagreed. Yu felt keeping the re-
strictions was more business and 
consumer friendly.  

 “It is more business friendly 
to leave the 2-hour parking,” he 
said.  

 Yu also said that busi-
nesses should consider leaving 
parking spaces available to con-
sumers instead of permitting their 
employees to fill the limited spaces.  

 Still, Wong was not alone in 
her opposition to the 2-hour parking 
restr iction. Councilman Tom 
Chavez indicated that the 2-hour 
parking restriction did not make 
Temple City more business friendly. 

 “I think leaving the 2-hour 
parking restriction does not make us 

business friendly,” he said.  

 Last December, a study 
released by then-economic consult-
ant Avant Garde, revealed that bank 
employees were parking in spaces 
reserved for customers.  

 The study also indicated 
that bank employees were collabo-
rating with one another. For exam-
ple, when an employee’s two-hour 
time limit was reached, the guard 
would inform the vehicle’s owner. 
The employee would then move his 
car to a different space.  

 The City Council on Tues-
day also voted to authorize the city 
manager to negotiate with the 
School District to allow city employ-
ees use its large parking lot.  

Lu is now in her third year at UCSD Continued From Front Page 

ever, felt that being a staff writer offered her the chance 
to have a closer relation with the community since she 
was responsible for going to commissioning meetings, 
the Board of Education meetings, and other assigned 
events.  

“My experience with local politics made me real-
ize the intricacies and hard work that is put into all the 
meetings,” Lu said. “ [I also see] how much dedication 
needs to be put in such responsibilities.” 

Being active within the community truly opens 
people’s eyes to see how they, as citizens, can express 
their opinions and contribute their voices. It is extremely 
important for people to be informed at all times so that 
everybody can participate in making the community a 
better place. 

“I feel that TCV was a great experience,” Lu 
said. “I have more of an appreciation for politics and 
being informed with the happenings of our government.” 

Lu felt that her time with TCV influenced her 
choices for college in some way. The experiences as a 
staff writer helped her gain the skills she needed for 
various classes she took in college, and also helped her 
along a career path because to Lu, being able to com-

m u n i c a t e  t o 
adults and other 
community mem-
bers comfortably 
and well is a vital 
skill to have. 

Currently, 
Lu is an incoming 
college junior at-
tending UCSD. 
She chose to ma-
jor in Biochemis-
try and Cell Biol-
ogy. Doing all the 
hard work, Lu 
wishes to attend 
graduate school 
and continue her 
education in the 
field of science. 

“I have some interest in oncology and lab work,” 
Lu said. “so I hope to be able to find my passion there.” 

 

Connie Lu, Photo Courtesy 
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SR. EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
WU-NDERFUL WORLD 

July   30 Movies in the Park 

   The Sandlot 

       @Temple City Park, 7:30 P.M. 

 

August  3         City Council Meeting 

                       @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

   4 Concerts in the Park 

   The Wiseguys 

        @Temple City Park, 7 P.M.  

 

  10  Planning Commission Meeting 

        @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M 

 

  11   Special School Board Meeting   

                          @Council Chambers, 7.30 P.M 

 

 

Jason 

It’s only a matter of days (two to be exact) 
before I finally can truly call myself the new editor-in-
chief of the Temple City Voice. 

I had come into the organization as a sopho-
more, originally as an artist. My friend invited me in 
because the organization, which I’ve only heard in 
name and not seen in actual publication at the time, 
could use a few more artists (which also seems to be 
a running theme).  

Almost foolhardily trying to prove my worth, I 
also signed up to be a writer, since at the time I was 
very intent on finishing college with a major in journal-
ism. Although with the current financial situation the 
nation is slowly emerging from and the overall decline 
of the need for newspapers (due to the introduction of 
online networking, blogs and websites can publish 
stories faster than that of an newspaper), I still pos-
sess some interest in journalism and that interest is 
what keeps me trying to better myself and the organi-
zation. 

I also happened to join Rampage not too long 
after being invited into the Voice and since the school 
newspaper happened to have been in publication for a 
much longer time, it held a fortune of journalism 
knowledge, a lot of which I soaked up only to bring to 
the Voice. 

Though besides the quality of writing that I am 
still instilling into our members, I am also fixated on 
making this organization one of the best of its kind.  
It’s the saplings that grow the fastest. With a young 
organization that only has four years of publication 
under its belt, our rapid undertaking of the news is 
quite astounding.  

However, rapid undertaking is not enough. It’s 
not just enough to expand rapidly, there needs to be 
improvements in order to ensure quality. The current 
executive team is comprised of some of the best stu-
dents in Temple City in terms of work ethic and bril-
liance. I’m sure with their help, we can make our or-
ganization more unified and efficient.  


