
been closed on Sundays and Mondays.  

The library has cut its operating hours due to 
budget cuts. Still, residents are not happy with county 
officials’ decision.  

Some residents depend on the library because 
it provides a quiet place to study, read, relax, or for 
those who have exhausted themselves from studying, 
napping. Some residents go to library because it pro-
vides Wi-Fi and free air condi-
tioning, two things they may not 

Residents react negatively to reduced hours at the 
Temple City public library.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

Residents of Temple City have noticed the 
changes of operation hours for the Temple City Library, 
and most of them aren’t too pleased. 

Since July 26, the Temple City public library has 

The Superintendent of the 
Temple City Unified 
School District, Chelsea 
Kang-Smith looks to her 
third year of service with 
excitement and positive 
direction. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

As the Superinten-
dent of the Temple City Uni-
f ied  Schoo l  D is t r ic t 
(TCUSD), Chelsea Kang-
Smith looks forward to her 
third year of service with 
excitement and positive 
direction.  

Kang-Smith has 
been enthusiastic about the 
Temple City schools since 
her first day. “I loved the 
fact that I saw the kids open 
their new textbooks, sit un-
der the shade and read,” 
Kang-Smith said. “It was 
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Police Officers Teach Safety at National Night Out  

T.C. Youth Play, Study     

during Summer Holiday 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT: Temple City is taught about 
crime and drug prevention at Temple City Park.  The 
event is celebrated in 15,000 communities all across 
the nation.                            Photo Courtesy of Danny Tsang 

Community-led drive to 
support local public    
library. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 In conjunction 
with the City’s 50

th
 anni-

versary, Councilwoman 
Cynthia Sternquist and 
city officials are pushing 
an effort to get the com-
munity to donate books to 
the Temple City public 
library. 

 Temple City resi-
dents interested in making 
a contribution, be it a 
physical or financial gift, 
should approach the 

“Campaign” on Page 3 

Temple City youth reflect on their summer holiday.  

 

BY KAREN TANG  

Everyone leaves school with their brains 
thirsting for fun and excitement and the vacation al-
lows students to catch up on their studies for SAT and 
advanced placement courses, have a fun and relaxing 
vacation, or all of the above.  

It is up to them whether they learn and grow 
during their time away from 

“Summer” on Page 2 “Kang-Smith” on Page 2 
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“Library on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 



wonderful to see.”  

She expressed a joy in seeing children im-
merse themselves in learning and positive thinking. 
She is especially proud of the rise in API scores in the 
schools.  

A few of her personally regarded achievements 
at TCUSD include improving the wireless network for 
better access in technology and creating better unifica-
tion between staff members.  

Having noted problems with the gym at Oak 
Avenue Intermediate School, Kang-Smith collaborated 
with the maintenance group and Temple City busi-
nesses to renovate the gym by fixing the air condition-
ing and changing the carpet floor to tile. The gym will 
be ready by the time students return to school. 

This year, Kang-Smith will also be putting her 
new intervention program in place at the high school. 
This intervention program will tutor and help struggling 
or needy students during lunch.  

“I believe in the importance of education in pro-
viding for our students in the future.” Kang-Smith said. 
“People gauge success differently.”  

It also includes setting a strong foundation for 
freshmen, who will be mentored by trained upperclass-

men volunteers. 
When it comes to 
education, Kang-
Smith stresses in 
making progress 
and not settling for 
standards.  

“The most 
important thing to 
focus on is continu-
ing in and focusing 
in on what we can 
do to always im-
prove.” said Kang-
Smith. “We can al-
ways improve.” 

What she 
hopes to see most, 
however, is the end 
of budget cuts. “It’s 
not fair to suffer 
through ups and 
downs on the 
state’s financial crises.” said Kang-Smith. “Legislators 
need to work better to protect us.” 

For the next year, Kang-Smith plans to con-
tinue with progress and renovation. She hopes to set 
forth her new “Team Healthy” idea for implementing 
healthy relationships, minds, bodies and relationships. 
A theme for the next year, she plans to improve the 
school system by emphasizing healthiness for the stu-
dents and staff. Another plan is to internalize the pro-
gram by strengthening teacher relationships.  

“The district feels like a positive family.” Kang-
Smith said. “We need to keep focused on that—that we 
do what’s right for our students and staff, the most pro-
fessional way we can.” e

the school environment or lose the skills they have ac-
quired because of the lack of stimulation and practice.  

Recent graduate, Derek Sy, chooses to cele-
brate and have fun this summer before entering the Uni-
versity of California in Riverside as a freshman this fall. 

During these few months, Sy has been driving 
up to the beach with his friends to swim and enjoy his 
summer.  

 “I love spend my time with my friends because I 
know eventually we won’t have time to hang out,” Sy 
said,” so we want to make our last summer [before col-
lege] last.” 

 Incoming senior at Temple City High School, 
Karena Huang, is choosing to study and dedicate her 
summer to the Academy Business Leadership, an in-
tense five-week program, at the University of Southern 
California, and attempting manage to squeeze in some 
fun time to hang out with her friends. 

 “This summer of 2010 is definitely a time to 
remember,” Huang said,” I have taken the courage to 
jumpstart my future and not regret it at all!” 

 Kevin Hsiao, also an incoming senior at Tem-
ple City High School, spends his summer with the in-
coming school year in mind. He spends his days pre-
paring for SATs this fall and volunteering on his free 
time at California Philharmonics at the Arcadia Arbore-
tum. 

 "I know this summer won't be the best" Hsiao 
said, " but at least I am getting a lot things done." 

 The dictionary defines summer as an annual 
season known for hot weather, but to the students of 
Temple City, it means a lot more. It can mean going 
out to vacation or traveling out of town, catching up on 
academics for this fall, or maybe even a summer job.  
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have. With the newly reduced sched-
ule, residents will have to find a new 
place to spend their time. 

“I might just drive all the way 
to the Live Oak one,” resident Sabrina 
Lau said, “I love the library because 
it’s quiet and stress-free.” 

However, the new hours 
might actually put more stress on the 
youth of Temple City, who avidly at-
tend programs at the library and 
events on regular attendance. 

“It doesn’t affect me, but it 
really affects the children,” resident Al 
Davis said, “It’s sharp and sweet.” 

The changes not only means 
that there is one less day of book-
checking is made, but also that there 
will be less time to sign up for the 
Summer Reading Program.  

“It really affects my kids,” resi-
dent Leonora Lopez said, “I don’t 
have a computer at home, so I try to 
bring them here to use it.” 

The library is opened from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays. On Fridays and 
Saturdays, the library is opened from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Sternquist encourages public 

to donate to local library   
Continued From Front Page 

TEMPLE CITY Voice 

Parks and Recreation department, 
Cathy Burroughs, the parks and rec-
reation director, said Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, 2010.  

 The library staff has also pro-
vided a wish-list of books and DVDs, 
she added.  

 “Once we 
have accumulated 50 
books, we will make a 
presentation to the 
library,” she said.  

 According to 
Burroughs, the name 
of each donor will be 
placed within the cov-
ers of the book.  

 Since the program was first 
announced at the Temple City Cham-
ber of Commerce mixer, one book 
has been purchased for the cam-
paign.  

 Those wishing to make a 
financial contribution can do so, 
Councilwoman Sternquist said during 
the Tuesday city council meeting. 

 “You can donate monies also 

and the staff will go and purchase the 
book for you,” she said.  

 The library currently has a 
list of a couple hundred books the 
community can donate, and Council-
woman Sternquist hopes the commu-
nity can step in.  

 “ I ’ m 
hoping we can 
get 500 books 
by the end of 
our 50

th
 cele-

bration,” Stern-
quist said. 

 Temple 
City, which was 
officially incor-
porated as a 

city in 1960, will turn 50 this May. 
City staff has tentatively scheduled 
two days to celebrate the event, May 
21 and 22.  

 Last year, the City Council 
designated a slogan, “Celebrating 50 
Years as a Community,” and a logo 
for the year-long celebration.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
August  10     Planning Commission MTG

           @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

               Parent Workshop 

@Live Oak Park Community Ctr., 7 P.M. 

 

  11        Concerts in the Park 

“Jeri Curl”  

         @Temple City Park, 7 P.M. 

 

  17       City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 
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 Just last Wednesday a 
friend asked me what major I was 
planning on studying when I get to 
college. 

 I told her I really wanted to 
major in information technology or 
journalism. It was then that I remem-
bered my desire to study art and 
become an illustrator or conceptual 
artist. The only thing that kept me 
back was the fear of becoming a 
“starving artist”. 

 I have many artist friends 
and see many of my peers on artist 
networking websites who make a 
living off of commissions or use that 
money to help curb the costs of 
schooling.  

 It takes them quite a while 
to finish one painting—at the very 
least, five hours—and they charge 
only $20.  The more talented artists 
charge at least $100 but I know for a 
fact that they take at least 10 hours 

to finish one piece.  On top of that 
they have school. It really makes me 
worry for them.  How will they make 
enough to live off of? 

 It is one thing for them to 
paint as a hobby and maybe make 
some money off of it but another for 
them to rely solely on art as an in-
come. It’s the inconsistency in their 
payroll that scares me.  

 There will always be dry 
spots, hard times, and always the 
fear that maybe you won’t be good 
enough to get enough commissions, 
even if everything else is fine.  

 What can any artist do?  
Many artists in Temple City are 
noted in the art community for their 
amazing talent and many plan and 
already have applied and gone to art 
school. My uncle even encourages 
me to pursue video game and char-
acter design, since it seems to be 
such a hot occupation as of late. 

 However, even if one does 
manage to get into a company and 
actually secure some pay stability, 
instead of being freelance, what 
then? It’s very easy to be replaced 
once a younger person with newer 
ideas to fit the target teen audience 
comes along.  

 This is something many 
people, especially artists, should be 
considering. Yes, it is an innate de-
sire to be wealthy and to achieve 
our thirty seconds of fame, but with 
such as long fall down with nothing 
to back us up with, whatever are we 
to do? 

This is something that many 
people overlook with much opti-
mism, but optimism can only get 
people so far before reality sets in.. 
Those bills will not pay themselves 
and surely those hungry mouths 
aren’t going to feed themselves. 

 


