
 Those who do not comply will be issued a cita-
tion, but since then, none have been issued, according 
to Parks and Recreation Director Cathy Burroughs.  

 “After this ordinance was passed, there have 
not been any citations [issued],” Burroughs said. 

 The director continued: “It is a good thing. A lot 
of cities have this ordinance already and a lot of children 
go to the parks, so it is really a good thing.”  

 Another benefit of Ordinance 09-928: less trash 
lying on the ground.  

 “There is also less maintenance in the parks 
because we do not have to go 
around picking up cigarette 

The ban on smoking in public parks took effect last 
August.  

 

BY JANETTE TANG   

 A year after Temple City enacted a ban on 
smoking in public parks, residents still praise Ordinance 
09-928. 

 Ordinance 09-928, which took effect last Au-
gust, bans individuals from smoking in any of the City’s 
parks. This includes the buildings, outdoor areas, and 
parking lots.  

The Temple City public 
library offers free Teen 
Video Gaming nights 
every Wednesday. 

 

BY ASHLEY CHANG   

Teen Video Gam-
ing Night occurs every 
Wednesday evening from 
five to seven at the Temple 
City Library and is a fun and 
accomplished program. The 
program was created with a 
meaningful purpose.   

“The idea behind 
Teen Video Gaming Night 
is a safe haven for teens of 
Temple City: a place to 
hangout, meet new people; 
somewhere where teens 
can relax in.” Adult and 
Teen Services Librarian 
Catherine Seneris said. 

Trash Poll 

to Gauge 

 Residents’ 

Opinions 

©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED SEPTEMBER 3, 2010 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Temple City  
   Voice

 

   Local News          Politics          Science/Environment          Sports          Entertainment           Life          Opinion  

T.C. Library 

Offers Video 

Game 

Nights for 

Teens 

School Resumes: Students Go Back to School 

Property Owners to Consider 

New Plan for Alpha Beta Site 

ASB DINEOUT: Students raise money for the Temple 
City High School Associated Student Body by dining 
out at the California Pizza Kitchen last Thursday.  

        Photo Courtesy of Raymond Van 

Residents asked to 
weigh current trash     
collection service.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 Temple City resi-
dents will soon have an 
opportunity to express 
their opinions on the cur-
rent trash collection ser-
vice.  

 Councilman Tom 
Chavez on Tuesday re-
ported that the Athens ad 
hoc committee was pre-
pared to approve a resi-
dential poll on trash, pend-
ing minor revisions.  

 Drafted by city 
officials and representa-
tives of Athens Services, 
the survey will ask Temple 
City residents and busi-

“Trash Survey” on Page 2 

City officials recently met with owners to discuss 
long-vacant parcel.   

 

BY MATTHEW WONG  

 The owners of the Alpha Beta property, a site 
that has been vacant for decades, has agreed to con-
sider submitting a new site plan, the city manager on 
Thursday reported.  

 City Manager Jose Pulido and Mayor Pro 
Tempore Vincent Yu recently 
met with the two owners of “Library” on Page 2 

City Marks One Year Anniversary of Smoking Ban 

“Smoking” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

“Alpha Beta” on Page 3 



“Basically it keeps them out of trouble.” 

Teens are also able to connect with each other 
on a deeper level through teamwork during tourna-
ments. Many have even become comfortable enough to 
share their successes and failures with each 
other. Because of its relaxing and friendly 
atmosphere, Teen Video Gaming Night at-
tracts many positive responses from its at-
tending guests.  

“It’s a good way for people to get 
together and have a good time” states incom-
ing high school senior Gabriel Salazar. 

With the wish of creating activities for both boys 
and girls, the Temple City Library started the Teen 
Video Gaming Night two years ago with games contrib-
uted by Friends of the Temple City Library and the 

County of Los Angeles.  

Teen Video Gaming Night is also designed to 
make teens feel included within the many diverse pro-
grams the library holds. Working to expand the teen 

area in the library and finding other ways 
to bring teens into a fun environment is 
also part of the process of making teens 
feel included.  

“I am always concerned with asking them 
for feedback.” Seneris said. “I want them 
to feel when they come to the library that it 
is not for me, but for them.” 

The success of Teen Video Gaming Night con-
tinues to increase as summer begins to come to an end 
and more students join in on the video gaming craze.  e
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Trash service to be decided by poll results Continued From Front Page 

Library teen gaming nights meant not only for    

entertainment purposes Continued From Front Page 

e

e

nesses whether they would be in favor of keeping the 
status quos or exploring new trash service options, he 
said during the February 2, 2010 city council meeting.  

 According to Chavez, the purpose of the poll is 
help the City Council determine how the City wants it to 
proceed. He also noted that there may be an incentive 
for those who participate in the optional survey.   

 Residents could return the survey cards by mail 
or voice their opinions online.  

 If the community wants to change the current 
waste collection service, such as making a shift from 
manual to automatic service, Athens Services may hold 
town hall meetings, city staff previously stated. 

 Public Safety Officer Bryan Arrizumi said in De-
cember: “If the survey shows that City residents are 
interested in automatic or want additional information, 
Athens may host several workshops throughout Temple 
City.”  

 A switch would save Temple City residents any-
where from less than a dollar to three dollars and sixty 
cents per month.  

 Moreover, the City’s environmental footprint will 
likely be reduced because Temple City would need to 
finance the purchase of alternative fuel vehicles.  

 Results of the trash poll are expected to be fi-
nalized by the end of March, Councilman Chavez 
stated. 

 Mayor Pro Tempore Vincent Yu, the other 
councilperson serving on the Athens ad hoc committee, 
added that the survey will be available in three lan-
guages.  

 The Athens ad hoc committee was formed last 
August to study the current trash collection service and 
to determine whether the 30-year evergreen contract 
with Athens Services was necessary.  

This week’s comic strip was designed by Nelson Luu. 
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buds,” she said.  

 Temple City residents who 
use the parks equally praised the city 
law.  

 “It’s great,” resi-
dent Nancy Lam said. “I 
can enjoy the fresh air 
during the time I spend 
outdoors for my strolls 
in Temple City’s parks.” 

 A n o t h e r 
agreed.  

 Resident Joan 
Li said, “I go to Temple City’s parks 
all the time with my two sons. It is 
great that they can run and play in an 
area that is free of smoking.”  

 The movement to ban smok-
ing in the City’s public parks officially 
began in 2009. In May, anti-smoking 

activists such as, 
Friends of Clean Air, 
Pasadena Tobacco 
Prevention Coalition, 
and Coalition for a 
Tobacco Free L.A. 
County testified before 
the City Council to 
urge councilmembers 
to pass the proposed 
law.  

 Besides Tem-
ple City, other cities such as Pasa-
dena and South Pasadena have 
banned smoking in their public parks.  

e

City asks property owner to        

redevelop Alpha Beta site     
Continued From Front Page 

the property, Michael Huang and 
Karena Sujo.  

 “After some discussion, they 
both agreed to consider submitting 
either a commercial retail site plan or 
a mixed-use site plan for the City’s 
evaluation,” Pulido wrote in the Janu-
ary 28, 2010 weekly city manager’s 
report. 

 The owners expressed their 
concern with previous inference from 
Temple City and its officials, Pulido 
said.  

 “Both Mayor Pro Tem Yu 
and I assured them that the City 
would indeed give their development 
proposals serious consideration as it 
moves through the City development 
entitlement process,” he said.  

 In April 2008, Huang and 
Sujo indicated that they were consid-
ering the development of a mixed-

use project on that parcel. Other 
ideas previously mentioned include 
senior, low-income housing, a com-
mercial shopping center, or even a 
five to six story hotel.   

 Then-Mayor Cathé Wilson 
expressed concern that any develop-
ment of the Alpha Beta site would 
absorb the City-owned properties on 
Primrose Avenue. Wilson did not 
want to sell the properties or lose the 
public parking lot adjacent to the Al-
pha Beta site.  

 The Alpha Beta site sits on 
the corner of Woodruff Avenue and 
Temple City Boulevard.  

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news articles, 

“Wong’s Attorney: No Plea Bar-

gain,” please visit our blog, http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  



IT’S A WU-NDERFUL WORLD: ALL-NIGHTERS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September   6  Labor Day 

 

   7     City Council Meeting 

   @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

   8         School Board Mtg. 

   @District Office, 7 P.M. 

 

   14      Parent Workshop 

@Live Oak Park Community Center, 7 P.M. 

  

     Planning Commission Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 
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Jason 

 I’ve heard of people com-
plaining incessantly about how they 
had to pull off all-nighters to finish 
their homework and study for that 
one chapter test that is just excruci-
atingly difficult. 

 I’ve also heard them talk 
about it with such gusto as if it took 
real skill and mental training to go 
through the entire night wide awake. 

 I’ve never had the patience 
or the willpower to pull off such an 
act before since I was usually unbe-
lievably sleepy and tired from my 
day’s activities in order to  continue 
on past midnight. 

 However, just a few days 
ago, I was able to experience first 
hand how this all-nighter felt like, 
and it would be stretching the truth 
by calling it magical. 

 It was 11 o’clock, just an 
hour before the day that school 
started and my peers would become 

seniors in the high school. Unluckily, 
all of us had procrastinated on our 
AP English Lit. and Composition 
summer work that we wound up 
working through the morning. 

 I paid my friends very little 
attention, only stopping to ask them 
how they did things and how they 
perceived the instructions given. 
Eleven o’clock soon became 12, 
and from 12, one, two, and three.  

 At five o’ clock, I was still 
fine. I had wolfed down two Rice 
Krispie Treats to keep me going and 
I felt normal, if not a little bit hyper. I 
was reaching the end of my work 
and I could finally savor that one 
lone hour I would sleep before wak-
ing up once more for the first day of 
high school. 

 All was not fine. I finally fin-
ished very close to seven o’clock in 
the morning, at which time I would 
have to get ready for school. I never 

felt any better. I lacked the morning 
aches of my bones and soreness of 
my body and I was jubilant and 
youthful. However, I kept yawning 
constantly throughout the day. I was 
not necessarily tired, I just craved 
sleep.  

 It could have been that my 
teachers were being boring that one 
day or that I was unbelievably 
sleepy, but I yearned to nap. As the 
day grew on, I was surprised at how 
awake I was, even if I yawned. I was 
fine.  

 After dinner, the effects be-
came much more clear. I could not 
think straight, my arms ached with 
fatigue, and my mind kept drifting to 
the unconscious. I had a lot of work I 
still needed to do, but with my cur-
rent condition, I would rather not. I 
had pushed my body to its limits and  
it was time I gave up the charade 
and just fall asleep quietly. 


