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Heat Wave Replaced with Eerie Coolness 

Proposed 

Mosque: Can 

We Remain 

“Indivisible?” 
If the mosque isn’t built, the 
terrorists win. 

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

 The infamous pro-
posed mosque in New York 
City just a few blocks from 
what used to be the World 
Trade Center has quite 
clearly split this country in 
half.  With all of the bitter in-
fighting, it’s easy to get 
caught up in the national 
feud and forget what all of us 
are really arguing about. 

 Let’s rewind to before 
9/11. What exactly were 
Osama bin Laden and his 
terrorist buddies hoping to do 
with their attacks?  Were 
they simply trying to kill as 
many Americans as they 
possibly could? Probably not. 
They knew they could not 
single-handedly take on the 
U n i t e d 

YOUTH COMMITTEE: City officials gather for a 
picture with the newly inducted Youth Committee 
for the 2010-2011 school year. 

Photo by Ava Cheng  

The JCOC is aimed primarily 
at students between the ages 
of 13 and 22.  

 

BY KEVIN WU 

 To assist high school 
students achieve their desired 
careers, the Temple City 
Chamber of Commerce re-
cently announced the forma-
tion of a Junior Chamber of 
Commerce (JCOC).  

 The newly established 
JCOC will be led by Mark 
Lamb, Jason Wu, and Heidi 
Chow, along with a separate 
board of advisors. Lamb will 
serve as its chairman, Wu as 
its vice-chairman, and Chow 
as its financial director.  

 With students in mind, 
Linda Payne, president and 
CEO of the Temple City 

“Jr. Chamber” on Page 3 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

A Junior 

Chamber of 

Commerce 

Emerges 

Local Assembly candidates pledge to        
campaign in Temple City.  

 

BY MATTHEW WONG 

The campaign for the state assembly 
seat currently held by incumbent Democrat An-
thony Portantino is now underway. 

Traditionally, the day after Labor Day 
marks the beginning of a two-month stretch until 
Election Day. Cam-

With Less Than 60 days 

Left, Candidates Pledge to 

Campaign in Temple City 

“Mosque” on Page 3 “Assembly Race” on Page 2 

OPINION 



PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

 

 

e

Jobs, economy are Temple City’s major concerns:    

Portantino campaign Continued from Front Page 

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article, 

“Inaugural Youth Committee Faces 

Shortage of Applicants,” please visit 

our blog. It can be accessed at http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

paign signs and advertisements are likely to fill Temple 
City if they have not already.  

Voters will choose among three candidates this 
year: Portantino, Republican Alvaro Day, and Libertar-
ian Eytan Kollin.  

The two major candidates, Portantino and Day, 
have pledged to campaign in Temple City, according to 
recent interviews the candidates or candidates’ cam-
paign spokesperson gave.  

Also an alumnus of Temple City High School, 
Day faces long offs in his bid to defeat the incumbent 
assembly member. Still Day remains “confident” and 
has support of local Tea Party-affiliated groups.  

Meanwhile, Fred Register, Portantino’s cam-
paign manager believes his candidate is “optimistic” 
about his chances for re-election.  

“He certainly doesn’t take being re-elected for 
granted,” he said.   

When asked what the candidates thought was 
the main concern for Temple City residents, both re-
sponded the economy.  

“The economy is the number one concern,” Day 
stated.  

Tim Wendler, a member of Portantino’s cam-
paign team, also reiterated that Portantino thought jobs 
and education were Temple City’s top concerns.  

Portantino, who was first elected in 2006, is 
seeking a third and final term in the state 
assembly. The former La Canada mayor 
will be termed out in 2010 if he is re-
elected.  

The general statewide election is sched-
uled to take place on November 2.  

 

Staff Writer Kevin Wu contributed to this 
story.  

 

TEMPLE CITY Voice STAFF 

EXECUTIVE TEAM  

Editor-in-Chief Jason Wu  

Senior Editor Raymond Tran 

Assistant Editor Vincent Wei 

Treasurer Grace Tran 

Community Outreach Directors          

Taylor Evanko and Danny Tsang 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND      

FOUNDER              

Matthew Wong  

DEPT. MANAGERS  

Art Manager Ava Cheng 

Operations Manager Tracy Chen  

 

ARTISTS                                      

Amy Fan and Peterson Cheng 

 

WRITERS              

Janette Tang, Karen Tang 

 

EDITOR EMERITUS           

Sophia Chang 



e

PAGE  3 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Amy Fan. 

e

Chamber of Commerce, plans to 
help teenagers develop the basic 
skills necessary to succeed in a pro-
fessional and business-oriented 
world. For example, students will 
learn how to conduct an interview, 
what to wear to an interview, how to 
answer a phone, and how to go 
about finding a job.  

 The vision of JCOC is to 
“help teens discover and develop 
their individual talents and interests 
in the business world,” Chow, the 
current Miss Temple City, said.  

 “To make the most of the 

organization, there are plans to inte-
grate the organization both into the 
general public and within the school 
setting as a school club,” Wu, also 
the editor of the Temple City Voice, 
said. “Although much of the activities 
of the club will occur outside of 
school, especially during the sum-
mer.”  

 The JCOC is primarily aimed 
at middle and high school students. 
College students will be welcomed to 
join; however, once someone turns 
22, he or she can no longer hold a 
position or be affiliated with JCOC.  

 In addition to providing basic 
job skills training, the Temple City 
Chamber of Commerce will help its 
students locate jobs, mostly through 
businesses working within the Cham-
ber itself.  

 While JCOC has just been 
recently formed, it has high hopes 
and excitement about what will 
come.  

 The JCOC board will offi-
cially be announced during the 
Chamber board meeting next Mon-
day.  

Like Youth Committee, the Junior Chamber focuses on      

Temple City’s youth  Continued from Front Page 

Opinion: Let them build the mosque Continued from Front Page 

States; they couldn’t take down a superpower. 

 But they hoped that they could turn us into our 
own worst enemy. They tricked us into doing absurd and 
ridiculous things in the aftermath of 9/11: the passage of 
the Patriot Act, the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
disregard for our Constitution, the increased concentra-
tion and funding of our security and military while other 
domestic initiatives withered.  

 These were all things Al-Qaeda wanted us to do, 
and it boils my blood to admit that they were successful 
in their plans. 

 So what shall we do next to destroy the very free-
dom that we enjoy and they despise? Shall we deny 

Muslim Americans--some of whom also lost their lives on 
9/11--their first amendment rights, the free exercise of 
religion?  

 After all, isn’t this Al-Qaeda’s ultimate goal, the 
decline of American liberty and unity? Why should we 
succumb to their wishes?  Why should Americans be 
fighting other Americans? 

 Let’s instead champion the American values that 
make this country so great and us as American citizens 
so proud.  There is no greater message we can send to 
those who are working to harm us than to allow this 
mosque to be built and let it symbolize the unbreakable 
bond, spirit, and tolerance each of us share and cherish 
so dearly. 
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WU-NDERFUL WORLD: 
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS 

September 13 Oak Ave Book Fair 

                    

  14 Parent Workshop 

@Live Oak Park Community Center, 7 P.M. 

  

     Planning Commission Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  15 PTA Reflections    

 

           16 Oak Back to School Night 

@Oak Ave Intermediate, 6 P.M. 

 

Jason 

 I could say the words “nigger”, “hobo”, and 
“retard” in succession and I bet you anything that at 
least one person will turn and give me a seething look 
of hatred, shock, and/or disgust or even a punch in the 
mouth. 

 In order to escape the elitist craze or to not 
offend certain people groups, we must adopt euphe-
misms that basically hold the same meaning, but are 
less offensive, so goes the theory. Personally, I see 
no point. It’s still going to mean the same thing. I could 
call someone “retarded” but still mean that they’re 
mentally challenged, or vice-versa. What I can’t do is 
make fun of the Haiti earthquake or call a nation a 
“third-world country” because I’d be interjected with 
“Oh, no Jason! You shouldn’t say that!” but I just don’t 
find political correctness a necessity. 

 Please note that these “politically incorrect” 
terms do not fit in my daily vocabulary and that I am 
using them now as examples to reinstate my case. 
For the longest time until quite recently I would use 
the word “hobo” to describe a panhandler because I 
had hitherto not realized that the word “hobo” was of-
fensive and that panhandler was the politically correct 
term for a hobo. Now, really? I see nothing wrong with 
the using the word hobo. People may just be up in 
arms because of the connotation it has, but then 
again, the connotation isn’t too far from the denota-
tion! Now, in certain cases I can agree on why some 
words should not be used or require a euphemism, 
such as the word “nigger” which holds a very degrad-
ing connotation, but for the most part, they don’t need 
to be enforced. 

 There are far larger issues that we should 
worry about than the chance that we might offend a 
certain group of people because there will always be a 
time where a certain people group will be offended. 
We racially profile Mexicans and Muslims all the time 
in the current age without hesitation because of past 
actions from their people group, so would we start set-
ting up for a nuclear war if the word “beaner” or “sand-
nigger” gets thrown around? Maybe for some radical 
people, but for the most part, in this day and age, I’m 
pretty sure that a lot of hate issues have died down, 
especially for my generation. 

 I acknowledge that we are rapidly changing 
daily and what may have been okay in the past  

 

 

Wu-nderful World, written by Jason Wu, is the weekly 
editor’s column. 


