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L ISTEN UP ! . . .  

 Temple City  Voice
 

“The Answer” Caps off Concerts in the Park  

Council Seeks to         

Improve Local 

Economy  

TEMPLE CITY FOOTBALL GAME: Last Friday,           
September 12, the Temple City High School Varsity       
football team won 34-0 against the Arroyo Knights.  

Photo Courtesy of Katie Nakano 

By Matthew Wong 

 As the economy continues to sour, the City 
of Temple City is pushing new ideas to bolster the 
local economy.  

 The City’s latest efforts focus on redevelop-
ment and land-banking for a new redevelopment 
project. These moves follow the passage of the 
moratorium on non-retail businesses in April and the 
adoption of the Small Business Development Center 

Continued on Page 2   

By Jason Wu 

On September 3, Temple City’s weekly summer 
concerts in the park, which began on June 
25, drew to an exciting close with a rousing 
performance from the classic rock band, 
“The Answer”. 

 The group consists of bassist and 
lead singer Van Mosley, guitarist Jim Sear-
ing, keyboardist David Slater, and drum-
mer Ray Garrobo. The quartet played 
nearly thirty songs, ranging from “Pretty 

Woman” to themes 
from “James Bond”. 

The already-rowdy crowd was fueled even 
more when “The Answer” used projectile launchers to 
shoot free prizes into the audience of several hundred. 

Temple City High School senior 
Claudia Wu, who has volunteered at 
all of the summer performances, 
says that massive gatherings have 
not been unusual. 

 She adds that “the crowd is 
really into it, and people are willing 
to do anything to support [the musi-
cians]”. 

 Van Mosley added some 
more serious undertones to the light
-hearted evening by saying that 
they “wear red, white, and blue to 

honor our troops overseas”. 

 A wide vari-
ety of groups, such as “The Continued on Page 2 

News Brief: More than two 

months late, a state budget may be    
enacted after state lawmakers agreed to a 
compromise budget over the weekend. 
The budget is expected to close a $15 
billion deficit without raising any new 
taxes or additional borrowing.  

Sacramento Bee  
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Temple City Plans to Enhance Local Economy 

Continued from Page 1 

(SBDC) proposal in June.  

 On Tuesday, July 1, 2008, the City Council, act-
ing as members of the Community Redevelopment 
Agency (CRA) voted 3-1 to desig-
nate a survey area for a new or 
amended redevelopment project. 
Councilmember Fernando Vizcarra 
cast the sole opposing vote.  

 The City aims to expand the 
jurisdiction of the CRA by including 
downtown Temple City, land to the 
west and east sides of Rosemead 
Boulevard, and a portion of land on 
Sultana Avenue adjacent to the cur-
rent redevelopment area into an 
expanded redevelopment zone.  

 Councilman Dave Capra, 
who was absent from the July 1 
Council meeting, stressed the im-
portance of bringing redevelopment 
to Temple City at the previous City 
Council meeting in June. 

 Next, the City Council as members of the Com-
munity Development and Housing Authority (CDHA), 
voted 4-0 to proceed with property acquisition of proper-
ties on Las Tunas Drive and Temple City Boulevard.  

 Under the authority of the CDHA, Executive Di-
rector Charles R. Martin will find a negotiator and pre-
sent to the CDHA a final offer for approval.  

 Finally, the City Council, during the public com-

Wonderelles” and “The Funky Hippeez” also performed 
during these summer concerts. 

The summer concert series continue to draw 
more and more people every year, as evidenced by the 
great success of this summer’s performances. The city, 
already preparing for next year’s concerts, passed out 
surveys to those who attended the final concert so that 
Temple City residents could help evaluate all of this sum-
mer’s entertainers. 

ment period, heard from both supporters and critics of 
the three-month old moratorium.  

 The moratorium on non-retail businesses, af-
fects all businesses on Las Tunas 
Drive between Sultana Avenue and 
Rowland Avenue. Since April 1, all 
incoming businesses must provide at 
least 50% of sales tax for its business 
services in order to move into Temple 
City. Existing businesses were not 
affected by the moratorium.  

 “The moratorium is not work-
ing” argued Pablo Poomes, a Temple 
City businessman. Poomes criticized 
the local measure and cited an inabil-
ity to rent his property because the 
moratorium prevented service busi-
nesses from moving into his property.  

 As evidence of the futileness 
of the moratorium, Poomes pointed 
out to the increasing number of va-
cancies on Las Tunas Drive. 

 Peggy Miller, a moratorium supporter, countered 
critics by stating “we need to take a stand.” Miller 
stressed that Temple City residents wanted stores to 
shop at in Temple City instead of spending money at 
neighboring cities.  

 The City Council took no further action on the 

moratorium.  
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Voters to Decide on Twelve Ballot Measures  

This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

By Sophia Chang 

 The 2008 presidential race 
may be on the minds of voters, but 
California voters will also face an-
other long list of state measures. 
With the deadline for new proposi-
tions now closed, there are twelve 
state propositions qualified for the 
Tuesday, November 4, 2008 gen-
eral election.  

 Proposition 1A, known as 
the “Safe, Reliable High-Speed 
Passenger Train Bond act for the 
21

st
 Century”, would create a 700-

mile rapid train system within the 
state of California. The plan is to 
construct a high-speed rail system 
to link California’s most bustling 
cities, from Sacramento to San 
Diego. Priority is set for a transit line 
between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles.  

 Proposition 2 
establishes the humane 
treatment of farm ani-
mals. If this measure 
passes, farm animals 
must be allowed to ex-
tend their limbs, stand 
up, sit down, and turn 
around for a majority of 
the day. 

 A $980 million dollar bond 
measure to distribute funds to chil-
dren’s hospitals in Los Angeles is 
known as Proposition 3. 80% of the 

funds from this state measure targets 
hospitals for children with severe 
diseases like leukemia, cancer, heart 
defects, and cystic fibrosis. The re-
maining 20% would be allocated to 
the University of California general 
acute care hospitals.  

 Proposit ion 4 
seeks to mandate that an 
impregnated minor must 
have parental or a guard-
ian’s consent at least forty
-eight hours in advance 
prior to having an abor-
tion. Should this measure 
pass, the physician would 
judge whether the abor-
tion should be given according to 
factors should as the patient’s matur-
ity and best interest. Similar ballot 
measures have failed in the past 

(Proposition 73), most 
notably in 2005.  

 State measures 
5, 6, and 9 involve 
crimes; Proposition 5 
reduces the conse-
quences for non-violent 
drug offenders and pa-
rolees, Proposition 6 
increases penalties for 
felonies, and Proposition 

9 increases the amount of people 
allowed to testify for suspects.  

 Measures 7 and 10 target 
the issue of alternative energy. 
Proposition 7 requires all govern-

ment-owned utilities to generate 
20% of their power from renewable 
sources of energy by 2010. Meas-
ure 10 authorizes $5 billion in bonds 
for research, development, and pro-
duction of alternative fuel vehicles 

and energy.  

 A controver-
sial measure known 
as Proposition 8 would 
define marriage as 
between one male and 
one female individual. 
Proposition 8 is an 
initiative to amend the 
state of California’s 
constitution. In May, 

the state Supreme Court legalized 
same-sex marriages in California. 

 Proposition 11 creates a 
fourteen-member redistricting com-
mission to draw new district 
boundaries for the state Assembly, 
Senate, and Board of Equalization. 
This measure has been endorsed 
by Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger.  

 The last state measure, 
Proposition 12, provides the financ-
ing for farm and home aid for Cali-
fornia’s veterans.  

 All measures were summa-
rized based on the California Secre-
tary of State’s website. The last day 
to register to vote is October 20, 
2008.  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN 
COMMON SENSE 

Jessilyn 

 I’m sure many of you have heard about the 
Metrolink crash in Chatsworth that occurred on Friday, 
September 12. It has been called one of the worst and 
deadliest Metrolink disasters in history. As I’ve been 
watching the news, I’ve heard that 25 people are dead 
and 135 are left injured, with 45 in critical condition at 
the hospital.  

 The collision was between a Metrolink train, 
carrying about 222 passengers and crew members, 
and a Union Pacific freight train, which carried 3 crew 
members. So far, the blame is placed upon the Metro-
link train. Officials say that the train’s engineer failed 
to notice a red light, which then led the disastrous 
crash.  

 As I was browsing online news, many could 
not believe that a train engineer simply “missed” see-
ing the red light. It is unbelievable to know that such a 
minor act could lead to a huge catastrophic disaster.  

 However, there are still unproven details 
about why the crash occurred. My mom first men-
tioned to me about a text message that might have 
caused the crash.  Naturally, I searched the internet 
for more information. A teenager told news stations 
that he was text messaging with the Metrolink train 
engineer a couple minutes right before the incident. 

 Cell phone usage on duty is against Metrolink 
rules though, which is similar to the new driving law 
established during July of 2008. After hearing this new 
information about the Metrolink crash, I honestly can-
not stress how much this law should be abided by.  

 The train engineer could have easily missed 
the red light if he was occupied with his cell phone. I 
believe that text messaging proves to be more dan-
gerous than just talking on the phone because it re-
quires you to look at the phone screen as well. 

 Although the “no cell phone usage while driv-
ing” law does not include text messaging, please use 
your common sense. Small mistakes can turn into lar-
ger ones. I’m sure the Metrolink engineer didn’t mean 
to risk so many lives. Whether he was using his cell 
phone or not, he still missed stopping at the red light.  

 Value your life and value the other human 
lives around you. Be careful when you drive. And “live 
everyday to the fullest,” because you never know ex-
actly what life has in store for you. 

September 18  Personnel Commission  
   Meeting 

   District Office @ 4 P.M. 

 

  19 Varsity Football Game 

   The Temple City High School  
   football team will play against  
   Alhambra High.   
   (AWAY) 

 

  23 Back to School Night 

 

  24  TC Board of Education  
   Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 


