
©   ALL RIGHTS  RESERVED 

 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2008 

 Temple City  

L ISTEN UP ! . . .  

   Voic
e 

 By Matthew Wong 

 Besides improving the 
local economy, it looks like 
Temple City might need to fo-
cus on its aging sewers if the 
City does not want its resi-
dents to complain of overflow-
ing sewage.  

 On Tuesday, July 15, 
2008, the City Council heard 
from RKA Consulting Group, 
which was hired to complete a 
Sewer Master Plan for Temple City. The City last finished a Sewer Master Plan in 
2000. 

 There are two main problems with the 
sewage system in Temple City.  

 “The first relates to the fact that the 6-
inch and 8-inch sewer mains are now at capac-
ity” stated City Manager Charles R. Martin in his 
July 17 weekly report.  

 Martin noted that the increase of the 
City’s population from 10,000 to 36,000, as well 
as the additional 16% load from the county area 
north of Temple City are contributing factors to 
the first problem.  

 The second issue relates to the age of 
the sewers.  

 “Most of our sewer [pipe lines] was in-
stalled in the 40s, some 70 years ago” add Mar-
tin. The average lifespan of clay or terracotta 
pipelines are 50 to 70 years, but the lifespan is 
also dependent on other factors such as earth-
quakes, soil condi-
tions, and the slope of 
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High School 

Students       
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Improve API 

Scores  

By Jason Wu 

 Students at Tem-
ple City High School dis-
played monumental im-
provement in a state-
mandated standardized 
test by increasing their 
Academic Performance 
Index (API) score by 16 
points. 

 Last spring, the 
California Department of 
Education administered its 
annual California Stan-
dards Test (CST) to ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh grade 
students statewide. 

 The API score is 
derived by inputting CST 
and California High School 
Exit Examination 
(CAHSEE) scores into a 
formula that is designed by 
state officials and educa-
tors. 

 Temple City High 
School students had al-
ready boasted an impres-
sive API score of 806 for 
the 2006-2007 school 

SPIRIT WEEK: TCHS students crowd around the 
quad yelling and cheering to show their class spirit. 
Spirit Week themes included Scrabble Day, Twin 
Day, Superhero Day, and Class Colors Day.  

Continued on Page 2   

News Brief: More than 80 days 

late, legislators in the state Assembly and 
Senate have agreed to a compromise 
budget with votes 41-30 and 22-14, respec-
tively. The $104.3 billion budget does not 
include any new taxes.  

 Sacramento Bee  
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Sewer Pipes May Need To Be Replaced in Temple City 
Continued from Page 1 

TCHS’ API Scores Jump to 822 
Continued from Page 1 

the pipes.  

 The Sewer Master Plan, completed by 
RKA, is a twelve-year program that accounts 
for the City’s growth. It does omit the addi-
tional 860 housing units Temple City is man-
dated to build over the next few years.  

 According to the RKA study, Temple 
City will need to spend at least $10 million 
dollars to fix the undersized pipelines. Temple 
City has already allocated approximately $8 
million dollars to ameliorate its aging sewers. 

 “[Clay] is the more predominately used pipelines 
today” said the representative from RKA. He noted that 
the 10-inch pipelines would most likely be changed to 15

-inch clay pipelines.  

 City Manager Martin warned that 
action was “paramount.”  

 During Council discussion, City 
Councilman Ken Gillanders suggested a 
new construction surcharge of $7-8,000.  

 Should the City begin to fix its 
pipelines, Sereno Avenue will be its first 
priority. With 92 feet of pipelines, the con-
struction period will take about one week.  

 “It’s not going to be pleasant” cited 

Mayor Cathé Wilson over the possibility of overflowing 

sewage.  

year, well above the California high school average of 
728. This made the 2007-2008 year’s jump to 822, still 
significantly above the new state average of 742, even 
more remarkable. 

 While no single reason can explain such 
dramatic improvement, Principal Mary Jo Fossel-
man King cites many contributing factors. 

 “It’s a combination,” noted King, “of our 
teachers doing a good job and our students taking 
the test seriously.” King also joked that she 
“bribed” the students with slightly longer lunches, 

with which the students will be rewarded roughly once a 
month. 

 It is important to note that 
the California Department of Educa-
tion slightly tweaks its scoring for-
mula every year in order to more 
accurately represent our schools. 
Still, it is unlikely that such modifica-
tions accounted for a sixteen-point 
shift. 

 Ultimately, the school does 
not actually gain any monetary bene-

fit for the students’ improved scores. 

“We don’t get anything from the state for our 
CST scores,” said King, while adding, “though it does 
look better when others look at our school.” 

 As commendable as our district’s scores have 
been, the high school principal does not believe that the 
scores are and accurate representation of our education 
system. 

 “For me, [our API score] is small; for everybody 
else, it’s big,” explained King, “it’s not a good measure 
of our school unless you look at our student body, our 
co-curriculars, and things like that.” 

 Nonetheless, King and other educators in Tem-
ple City wish to continue building on this success. 
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Opinion: Wonder Cure It All 

This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

By Randy Shun   

 This is a land of tummy 
aches and painkillers, paper cuts  
and cool cream.  

 Panaceas line the shelves 
of pharmaceutical stores. Zanthrax 
for depression. Ocuvue for irritated 
eyes. Neosporin, translucent band-
aids, and the entire brethren kin of 
medicinal magic makeup kits all 
aimed towards alleviating aches 
and itches.  

 Of course the placebos oc-
casionally dot the aisles, but, heck, 
what's the difference?  

 Placebo, nacebo- these 
psychological magic bullets and 
worry-warts function just as well as 
morphine and aspirin. Add the ef-
fects of working, and illegitimate, 
medicines together and see the hu-
man race's predilection towards 
change: changing whatever fails to 
suit it.  

 We have been acclimatized 
to convenience. Physical exertion 
fell out a window for remotes and 
chairs. Robotics have claimed the 
man-powered division of production 
that once characterized factory pro-
duction.  

 Even man's most inherent 
ability- walking on two feet- has 
been supplanted- by a vehicle no 

less. Instead of pounding on the 
earth with soles, Hummers, Accords, 
and myriad designs of cars travel in 
place of shoes. Bummer.  

 There's also the environ-
ment, warped, changed, altered to 
self-interest. Desert? Siphon water 
from the North and pump it into the 
arid South. Humid? Erect unnatural 
squares with internal healing and 
cooling functions (whatever hap-
pened to sweating and/or removing 
layers?). Too rainy? Shoot iodine 
pills to the sky. 

 Man constantly infringes on 
Nature's backyard. But we complain 
when the placebo is exposed, when 
the hurricane razes the levees and 
devastates towns, or after a freak 
rockslide leaves human debris, of 
pipes and bodies, in its wake.  

 Then a syrup is administered 
to people. Dystopian novels such as 
The Giver or perhaps the epitome of 
dysfunction 1984 demonstrate the 
idea of mass manipulation well.  

 Propaganda is shoved down 
throats, and the infection of free 
thought drowns in nasty Tylenol-
brainwashing pulp.  

 We see Georgians as vic-
tims; South Ossetia wishes to as-
similate with Russia. One of us has 
taken the wrong prescription, or per-
haps the hypochondriac is simply the 

one to blame.  

 For beauty, medicine be-
comes mass advertisement. Com-
mercials aimed at psychosomatism 
exploits insecurities of appearance 
and weight.  

 But medicine works well.  

 The suction cups of liposuc-
tion drain away life-threatening fat. 
Poor eyesight derived from constant 
online gaming clears after laser eye 
surgery. That rott ing teeth 
swaps  positions with a silver crown.  

 These are true placebos. 
Fix the ailment temporarily, but the 
malignant cancer-habit remains.  

 If only a wonder drug ex-
isted. Happy, we'd all be, devoid of 
worry and pain.  

 Beauty, convenience, and 
carefully tuned thought would all be 
accounted for. There is one- souma. 
Brave New World's miracle all-cure 
renders a world very content. 

 Side effects include: a lack 
of distinction, mediocrity, and the 
loss of one's humanity.  

 Randy Shun is a junior at 
Temple City High School. Shun is 
also the Community Affairs Director-
City for the Temple City Voice. He 
writes periodically on his blog,    
accordingtoaccordions.  
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Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
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Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 10) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
FOR THE FORGOTTEN 

Jessilyn 

September   24 Board of Education  
   Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 

 

  26 Varsity Football Game 

   The Temple City High School 
   football team will play  
   against San Gabriel High. 

   (AWAY) 

 

October  4 Comedy Sportz Show  

   Location TBA @ 7 P.M.  

   

  7 City Council Meeting  

  Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

 On Friday, September 19, six passengers 
boarded a private Learjet shortly before midnight. The 
jet departed off the runway at an airport in South 
Carolina. Air traffic controllers reported seeing sparks 
trail behind the jet during the take-off. 

 When the jet finally took off, it skidded off the 
runway, tore through a fence, and slammed into a 
highway embankment. Then the plane spontaneously 
burst into flames.  

 Several witnesses saw two men trying to es-
cape from the burning wreckage on the highway. The 
two men running were Travis Barker, former Blink 182 
drummer, and DJ Am, whose real name is Adam 
Goldstein. 

 When asked whether there were more people 
on the plane, Baker and Goldstein replied that there 
were four more. However, nothing could be done to 
help the other four because they died either from the 
impact of the crash or burnt from the fire.  

 The two survivors, Barker and Goldstein, are 
in the hospital in critical, but stable condition. Both 
have serious third-degree burns. Barker has been 
burned from the waist down and Goldstein’s face was 
severely burned.  

 The four dead are identified as California resi-
dents. They are pilot Sarah Lemmon, 31, of Anaheim, 
co-pilot James Bland, 52 of Carlsbad, Barker’s per-
sonal assistant Chris Baker, 29, of Studio City, and 
Barker’s security guard, Charles Still, 25, of Los Ange-
les.  

 Although I am relieved that Barker and Gold-
stein are in stable condition, I am disappointed with 
the media because most of the attention was placed 
on the two celebrities. The media hardly mentioned 
the deceased.  

 Even though the four were not as well-known 
as Barker and Goldstein, they deserve to be re-
spected as well. Their families must be going though a 
difficult time. My heart goes out to the families who 
lost their loved ones. Despite not being famous, the 
deceased deserve the same amount of love and re-
spect.  

 They will not be unknown. They will not be the 
forgotten.  


