
Court.  

The first test was for each contestant to de-
scribe herself in 15 seconds. The contestants had to 
make sure that they could overcome their nerves and 

spark an interest in the judges. 

“Although 15 seconds isn't nearly enough time 
to fully know a person,” High School Senior Julia Zhu 
said, “I feel that the tryouts are organized in the most 

efficient and fairest manner possible.” 

The tryouts are a month long process com-
posed of interviews and other meetings. Besides attend-
ing the Rose Parade, the Rose Queen and her Royal 
Court will also publicize the 

Girls from all over the Pasadena area and its local 
area all compete to be part of the Rose Court and 

participate in the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day. 
 

BY ASHLEY CHANG 

More than 1000 young women tried out for the 
Tournament of Roses Royal Court on the 18th and 20th 
of September with hopes of being selected to be in the 

2011 Rose Queen and Court.  

Amongst the 250 young women selected from 
the first round, 17 were from Temple City and will con-
tinue to compete against each other for the seven cov-
eted spots of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Royal 

Liu has represented Temple 
City as its state senator since 

2008.  

 

BY JASON WU 

 With the days until her 
retirement from government 
numbered, State Senator Carol 
Liu discusses her views on 
some aspects of the govern-
ment during the Business Walk 
on Saturday, September 25, 
sponsored by the Temple City 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 Senator Liu, who repre-
sents the 21st district and is a 
Northern California native, was 
present at the Business Walk in 
order to answer some questions 
and concerns business owners 
had, but she also got to spend 
more time in Temple City, a  

rarity for her. 

 “I like the openness of 
the community and the support 
we get from the Miss Temple 
City program.” Liu said. “I enjoy 
peop le ’s 
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CLUB DAY: Students go sign up for clubs 
which focus on things from hobbies to city, 

state, and national-affiliated organizations. 

            Photo by Ava Cheng 

Wu, a sophomore at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, gives an update 
on his life after graduating 
from Temple City High 

School.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 Jason Wu, a former 
Temple City Voice member, 
recently caught up with the 
Voice on his recent progress 
in college and shared his 
thoughts about the organiza-

tion. 

 Wu is now currently 
in his second year at the Uni-
versity of California, Berke-
ley. He is double majoring in 
both Political Science and 

Music. 
“Wu” on Page 2 

Chavez elected as Mayor Pro Tempore.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN   

Temple City Mayor Fernando Vizcarra 
was awarded another term as mayor Tuesday 

evening.  

Vizcarra, who was elected to the City 
Council in 2007, was the only mayoral nominee 
and received a unanimous vote of confidence 
by his colleagues at the March 2, 2010 city 

council meeting.  

“I’ve been doing “Liu” on Page 3 

Tournament of Roses Down to Top 250 Contestants  

“Rose Court” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

“Mayor” on Page 2 



PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

This week’s comic strip was designed by Amy Fan. 

Wu is double majoring in Political Science and Music 

at the University of California, Berkeley Continued From Front Page 

e

Yu opts against second term as mayor pro    

tempore Continued From Front Page 

 W u 
has had a 
variety strug-
gles with col-
lege, due to 
the tremen-
dous mo-
ments of frus-
tration it 
brings. How-
ever, he ac-
cepts these 
chal lenges, 
because he 
thinks they 
trigger growth 
and give mo-
ments of sat-

isfaction.  

 “People say it all the time 
because it's true,” We said. “College 
is a tremendous learning experi-

ence.” 

 Wu has also joined the 
Mock Trial team in UC Berkeley, a 
mirror of his time spent in Temple 

City High School’s Junior State of 

America.  

 “It's a time-consuming, high
-pressure, competitive activity,” Wu 
said, “But through it, I’ve met amaz-
ing people, learned courtroom de-
corum, and improved my speaking 
skills; and of course, character-

building.” 

 Wu, not to be confused with 
Editor-in-Chief Jason Alvin Wu, 
joined the Voice because he felt 
that no other organization really 
focused on the current events of 
Temple City. He feels that TCV is 
the only organization that truly fo-
cuses on the politics and current 

events in Temple City.  

 “Papers like the San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune and Pasa-
dena Star News do occasionally 
cover our city,” Wu said. “But since 
they report on a larger area, impor-
tant events in Temple City often go 

under the radar.” 

 He also feels that the lack 
of information also causes a lack of 
organization and thus, a lack of 

knowledge of city affairs.  

 “Temple City has notori-
ously low turn-out rates [at events]. 
It's unfortunate that a community as 
small and tight-knit as Temple City 
is unable to stay up to date on local 
events. The Voice tries to remedy 

that through student activism.” 

 During his years with the 
Voice, Wu was a staff writer. When 
he graduated from Temple City 
High School in 2009, he looked 
back to the memories he had with 

the organization.   

 “I enjoyed writing for the 
Voice tremendously,” Wu said. 
“There's a lot of satisfaction in work-
ing for a student-run paper that is 
so self-sufficient and one that has 
such community-oriented goals in 

mind.” 

 

Jason Wu 

Photo Courtesy  

this now for about six, seven months and it’s been chal-
lenging but it’s fun,” the mayor said before the vote. “I 

enjoy it. I love this city.”  

Vizcarra also previously served as mayor dur-

ing his first term from 2001 to 2005.  

Outgoing Mayor Pro Tempore Vincent Yu was 
the councilman to nominate Vizcarra for another term 

as mayor.  

“As we celebrate the last 50 years and look 
forward to the next 50, I think somebody like Mr. Viz-
carra with the experience and insight [is needed],” Yu 

said.  

He continued: “He has a really good plan for 
our future and I think he’ll be the great leader to lead us 

into the next 50 years.”  

Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist seconded 

Vizcarra’s nomination.  

After the unanimous vote, Vizcarra thanked. 
“Thank you all very much for your vote of confidence,” 

he said.  

The City Council also chose another mayor pro 
tempore. Councilwoman Sternquist nominated Council-
man Tom Chavez for the position, while former Mayor 
Judy Wong nominated Yu for a second term as mayor 

pro tempore.  

Given that the Sternquist made the first nomi-
nation, the City Council first considered Councilman 

Chavez for the position.  

The vote was 4-1, with Wong voting in the op-

position.  

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article, “City to Settle 

with Piazza Developer Randy Wang,” please visit our 

blog.  
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TEMPLE CITY Voice 17 from Temple City compete for 

Pasadena Tournament of Roses   
Continued From Front Page 
city of Pasadena through numerous public and media events. The eleven 
judges look for poise, appearance, academic achievements, and other 
unique qualities in each individual and will eventually cut the number of par-

ticipants to 25 in the final round. 

Participants are promised to have an extraordinary experience 
through the process of trying out and will also gain long lasting memories. 
Together they will continue “Building dreams, friendships, and memories,” as 

is the motto of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses, which proves to be true. 

 

input on 
all the 
h a r d 
questions 
and so 
t h a t ’ s 
b e e n 

positive.” 

T e m p l e 
City is 
k n o w n 
for hav-
ing the 
ma jo r i t y 
of the 
d e m o -
g r a p h i c 

being comprised of Asians. In con-
sideration of the fact that Asians only 
make up about ten to twelve percent 
of the population and that there is 
very little Asian representation in 
government, she believes that they 

must get more involved. 

“You have to get involved by 
interning or volunteering at cam-
paigns,” Liu said. “You have to show 

a passion for government.” 

After hearing about the 
amount of involvement young people 
had with local affairs, including par-
ticipation in Youth Committee, which 
is the youth advisement board to the 
City Council, and the Junior Cham-
ber of Commerce, which involves 
helping teens with their business-

related endeavors, she warmly 

agrees with the idea. 

“Young people need to get 
involved within their interests and 
affinities,” Liu said. “It not only en-
hances your resume, but it is also a 
way to learn how the system works. 
You can’t read about it—you have to 

get involved.” 

In regards to Proposition 25, 
which allows lawmakers to pass laws 
with a majority vote instead of the 
traditional two-thirds, Liu firmly be-
lieves that a majority vote is neces-

sary.  

One of the platforms Senator 
Liu has been promoting is railroad 
safety. In areas like Burbank, where 
there are schools by railroads, she 
often comes and speaks about 

safety.  

“California has the highest 
rate of death/injury because of rail-
roads so we’re trying to educate peo-
ple to be more careful.” Liu said. “My 
stint is to go to schools where rail-
road tracks are close by to educate 
young people to stay away from 

trains.” 

Liu, a Democrat, is serving 
her first term as state senator. She 
previously represented Temple City 

in the Assembly for six years.  

Senator Carol Liu 

Photo Courtesy  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 5        City Council Meeting 

@City Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  8     Varsity Football Game 

 @7 P.M., TCHS vs. Rosemead (HOME) 

 

          12      Planning Commission Mtg. 

@City Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  15 TCHS Homecoming Game 

 @7 P.M., TCHS vs. San Marino (HOME) 

 

  16  Homecoming Dance 
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 This past week will probably 
go down in (my own personal)     
history as historic. It was my last first
-full week of college at the University 

of California, Davis (UCD).  

 Three years ago, I entered 
UCD as a freshman with a mindset 
of doing well in school so that I 
could advance my future career 
goals. Like those who just started 
college, I was nervous and scared. I 
was worried about making friends 
and worried about leaving Temple 

City behind.  

 It’s truly remarkable how 

time flies by so quickly.  

 These past few years, I 
have learned so much, inside the 
classroom and outside the        

classroom.  

 I have made some lifelong 
friends and have lost some I thought 

would be my buddies forever.  

 I have found a church that 
has become my home away from 
home. I joined the college group. My 

faith in God has strengthened.  

 I have done something I 
thought I would never do. I joined a 
fraternity. Last year, I committed 
myself to Phi Alpha Delta, a pre-law, 
co-ed, professional fraternity. Since 
then, I have become an active   

member of P.A.D.  

 Most recently, I spent a 
quarter at Washington, D.C., where I 
studied and interned for about three 
months. I travelled throughout the 
East Coast and worked normal 8-
hour shifts as a communication,   
media intern with the Junior    

Statesmen Foundation.  

 Soon, I will spend five 
months in Hong Kong, where I will 
study at the prestigious Hong Kong 
University. I will most likely take 
classes in Asian politics and plan to 

travel to different countries and    

regions of Asia.  

 After all that, I graduate 
from UCD with a double major in 
Political Science and Asian     

American Studies.  

 Surely, my college years 
have passed by quickly. Sometimes, 
I feel relieved, knowing that the 
stresses of college are behind me. 
But there are times when I realize 
that I’ll probably miss the life I built 

during my college years.  

 So, what’s next? That’s 

something I’m still figuring out.  

 

 

P.S. The Temple City Voice will not 
be publishing next week. We will 
resume publishing on October 15, 

2010.   


