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Local Temple City Church Turns 100 

Voters to    

Decide on 

Eight     

Measures, 

Some       

Controversial 
Among the propositions is 
one that would legalize 

marijuana in California.  

 

BY DANNY TSANG  

 California’s regis-
tered voters will cast their 
votes on several statewide 
measures on Tuesday, No-
vember 2. This year, there 
are eight measures on the 

ballot.  

 Proposition 19 deals 
with the legalization of mari-
juana, which is currently ille-
gal, according to the federal 
government. However, the 
use of marijuana for medici-
nal purposes has been al-
lowed for years. If Proposi-
tion 19 passes, marijuana will 
not only be officially permit-
ted, 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION: City officials 
and weekly church attendees on October 10 
celebrate the United Methodist Church 100th 

anniversary.             Photo Courtesy of Rachel Luna  

The School Board President 
shared her experiences with 

the community.  

 

BY AMY FAN  

 The Temple City 
School Board President Ra-
chel LaSota was recently inter-
viewed by the Temple City 
Voice about her experiences 

thus far.    

  LaSota, who previ-
ously worked in federal gov-
ernment and law enforcement 
fields, became interested in 
joining the School Board after 
being involved in the Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA). 
She was elected in November 
2007 and is one of five govern-
ing board members elected by 
the com-

“LaSota” on Page 3 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

An Interview 

with School 

Board     

President   

Rachel 

LaSota  

Vail confirms that the city’s legal troubles with 

Randy Wang are over. 

 

BY MATTHEW WONG 

 A court has now approved the settlement 
agreement between Piazza developer Randy 

Wang and the city of Temple City. 

 The confirmation came Tuesday, March 
2, 2010, when City Attor-

City Attorney: Legal 

Cases with Piazza  

Developer Resolved 
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Voters to consider eight measures Continued from Front Page 

but it will also be regulated and taxed. 

 The Voters First Act for Congress, sup-
ported by proponent Charles T. Munger, Jr. and 
also called Proposition 20, is an initiative constitu-

tional amendment that hands over control of redis-
tricting congressional districts to an independent 

commission.  

 The State Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
Trust Fund Act, which is an initiative statute known as 
Proposition 21, establishes an annual $18 vehicle li-
cense surcharge to help support state parks and wildlife 
programs. In addition, surcharged vehicles would be 

granted free admission to all state parks 

. Proposition 22, or the "Local Taxpayer, 
Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act of 
2010," is an initiative constitutional amendment 
that outlaws the state from taking funds used for 
transportation purposes and local government pro-

jects and services. 

 "California Jobs Initiative", listed as Proposition 
23, suspends state air pollution control laws requiring 
major polluters to report and reduce greenhouse emis-
sions that cause global warming until unemployment 

drops below a specified level for a full year. 

 In addition, Proposition 24 is the "Repeal Cor-
porate Tax Loopholes Act," which annuls the latest leg-
islation that would permit businesses to carry back 
losses, share tax credits, and use a sales-based income 

calculation to lower taxable income. 

 Proposition 25 serves as an initiative constitu-
tional amendment, nicknamed the “Passing the Budget 
On Time Act” that changes the legislation vote require-

ment to pass a budget from two-thirds to a sim-
ple majority while retaining a two-thirds vote 

requirement for taxes 

 If passed, Proposition 26 will increase 
legislation vote requirement to two-third for 
state levies and charges as an initiative consti-
tutional amendment. It will also impose addi-
tional requirement for voters to approve of local 

levies and charges with limited exceptions. 

 Known as Proposition 27, “The Califor-
nia Financial Accountability in Redistricting Act” 
is designated in eliminating state commissions 
on redistricting and consolidates authority for 

redistricting with elected representatives. 

 Voters in California can vote for these 
proposed measures from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 

polling places.  

 The last day to register to vote is Mon-
day, October 18. The last day to apply for a 

vote-by-mail ballot is Tuesday, October 26.  
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munity. 

 A c -
cording to 
LaSota, she 
decided to 
run after see-
ing problems 
that upset 

her.  

 “ I 
was con-
cerned over 
the direction 
and commu-
n i c a t i o n , ” 
LaSota said, 
“The most 

important thing is to be open and 

direct.”  

 LaSota strives to improve 
the communication of the governing 

body both from within and to the 

community.  

 Last year, LaSota was 
elected President by her colleagues. 
Since then, the School Board under 
her leadership has worked in basic 
management and direction but also 

make major decisions.  

 LaSota stresses the impor-
tance of unity in the Board, as no 
member makes decisions for the 
others. She also mentions that the 
staff challenges itself to learn more 

about education for its roles. 

  “No one in the board is from 
an education background,” LaSota 
said. “It’s a never-ending learning 

process.” 

 Personally, LaSota is very 
pleased with the rising API scores, 

especially with Oak Middle School 
and Emperor Elementary school, 
which have both passed 900. She 
marks this as one of her favorite 
accomplishments for the Board as a 

whole.  

 Communication with the 
schools and board members have 
also improved and she feels that it 
affects the Board and community 

positively.  

 When asked to reflect on 
the nature of feedback school board 
members receive, LaSota lamented 
that the accomplishments of the 
School Board often fall short of rec-

ognition by the community.  

 “It’s very easy to criticize 
officials,” LaSota said. “Not every-
one is happy and it’s a thankless 

job.” e
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Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news    

article, “City’s Founder to be 

Honored with a Sculpture,” 

please visit our blog.  

Legal dispute with Wang is resolved Continued from Front Page 

LaSota shares her experiences with the Voice Continued from Front Page 

School Board President 

LaSota   

Photo Courtesy 

ney Eric Vail informed the City Coun-
cil and Temple City residents that 
the litigation between Wang and the 

city are now resolved.  

 According to Vail, his office, 
Burke, Williams, and Sorensen LLP 
filed a judgment to the court on Feb-

ruary 24.  

 “That judgment fully resolves 

the case,” Vail said.   

 Vail added, “The develop-
ment agreement and the owner-
participation agreement the city en-
tered to with TCD Enterprises is now 

void.”  

 The Pasadena Star News 
first reported that a deal had been 
struck between Wang and the city on 
February 25. The newspaper was 
also the first to report that settlement 
talks were occurring between the 

two parties in December.  

 “What happens now is we all 

pretend it never happened,” Patrick 
Duffy, Wang’s attorney, previously 

told the Star News.  

 As a result of the judgment, 
the city will not have the right to pur-

chase the 3.7 acre lot for $5 million.  

 The Piazza developer previ-
ously faced a deadline in August 
2009 to complete his project. Wang 
has never started construction on his 

proposed mixed-use development.  

 Today, the property on the 
corner of Las Tunas Drive and Rose-

mead Boulevard lies vacant.  

 Wang has submitted a new 
plan that significantly scales down 
his once promising development. 
The latest proposal calls for a single-

story all commercial development.  

 Whether the new project 
gets developed in the midst of an 
economic downtown is uncertain, but 
what is more certain is that residents 

are unhappy.  

 Meanwhile, Temple City 
Councilwoman Judy Wong and for-
mer Temple City Mayor Cathé Wil-
son return to court on March 5 to 

fight charges of bribery.  

 The developer in 2008 ac-
cused the city officials of soliciting 
bribes in exchange for approval of 

his project. 

 One former city official, Dave 
Capra, has already resigned. Former 
state assembly candidate, Scott Car-
wile, and former Piazza construction 
manager, Jay Liayanage, are ex-

pected to testify against Wilson.    
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  19  City Council Meeting  
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  26 Planning Commission MTG 
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  31      Halloween 

 

November  2   Election Day  

Ray 

 When I’m lying in my bed at night, a question  
seems to pop up from time to time. Did I make the 
right decisions in high school? Now, I understand that 
there’s no such thing as a flawless high school experi-
ence, but there are some things that people should 
watch out for. The following are stories of my high 
school experience, and I hope they can serve as a 

guide for all you high school students out there. 

 When I entered high school as a Freshmen, I 
was under the impression that ninth grade was just an 
extended version of middle school. The high school 
campus seemed to be the hardest thing for me to 
adapt to, but I eventually found my  place. My aca-
demics, however, suffered from my sense of compla-
cency. Prior to high school, my older sister told me 
that colleges never look at freshman year. As a result, 
I let my grades suffer as I pursued tennis. This is one 
of the biggest mistakes that I’ve made in high school. 
Survival guide rule number one: every class you take 

in high school counts. 

 If I were to describe Sophomore year in one 
word, then it would be misery. At the start of the year I 
was enrolled in three honors courses, as I was under 
the assumption that Sophomore year was the time to 
get my act together. However, I bit off more than I 
could chew. I was preoccupied with tennis, and I 
eventually found myself overwhelmed by  my classes.  
Survival guide rule number two: get your priorities 

straight. 

 Junior year was not as bad as I thought it’d 
be. Although I took more APs and Honors courses, I 
took summer classes along with SAT preparatory 
classes. This is one the best decisions I’ve ever done 
in high school. But don’t get me wrong; this was the 
year of week-to-week all-nighters. Survival guide rule 
number three: diligence and preparation are key to a 

successful year. 

 And now I find myself in Senior year, where 
I’m caught between the rush of college applications 
and family expectations. Although the year has barely 
begun, I feel that my high school experience is starting 
to come to an end. But one of the biggest things I’ve 
learn this year is to let loose. I’m starting to play tennis 
again, I’m going to bed early, and I’m becoming more 
involved with clubs. The best advice I can give to you 
is to work hard but also to not be afraid to do whatever 
you like. If you’re into chess, then by all means, join 
something that makes you feel happy. And even if you 
do make some mistakes, just remember: it’s high 

school. People can do some stupid stuff.  

 


