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City Clerk: Nomination Period for City Council Elections Now Open  

ATTORNEY GENERAL RACE: Election 
Day was November 2nd, but the race for 
State Attorney General is still undecided. 
LA District Attorney Steve Cooley         
currently trails SF District Attorney       
Kamala Harris, but uncounted ballots may 
tilt the election back his way.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Advisors Offer 

College Tips to 

Students  

Evanko Becomes Newest Voice Editor 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 

Blum Appointed 

to Replace        

Ex-Mayor 

Ex-Community Outreach Director 
promoted to become a second    
Assistant Editor.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI   

Taylor Evanko has recently 
been promoted to the position of as-
sistant editor.  

 At the end of his sophomore 
year, Evanko applied to be a Temple 
City Voice writer.  

 His first article, written in his  
junior year, “JSA and TCV Plan Can-
didates' Forum" was published in an 
October 2009 issue. He specializes 
in writing most of the articles regard-
ing the politi-
cal aspect of 

F o r m e r  P l a n n i n g               
Commissioner takes over a 
City Council seat. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

Former Planning Com-
missioner Carl Blum was ap-
pointed on Tuesday to fill the 
seat of Judy Wong. 

The City Council unani-
mously voted to appoint the for-
mer Planning Commissioner 
during the city council meeting 
o f 

Temple City High School held a 
presentation for parents on     
college financial planning. 

 

BY JASON WU  

Recently, experts from the 
College Planning Advisors com-
pany instructed parents on saving 
money for college at a free schol-
arship and financial aid workshop. 

Led by Sam Mikhail, the 
writer of the “Ask ED” Education 
Column in the Los Angeles Times, 
he instructed parents, the majority 
of which were there for their senior 
high school students, on how they 
could plan a route for college. 

He brought information 
about gift aid (money given to pay 
for college in the form of grants, 
scholarships, and tuition reduc-
tions), and taught the parents 
more about the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid and ex-
plained the cost of attendance 
(COA) and expected family contri-
bution (EFC). 

There are a plethora of 
myths surrounding financial aid 
and he 
eradicated 

“City Council”  on Page 3 

“Evanko”  on Page 3 “College”  on Page 2 
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Advisors offer financial advice to parents Continued from Front Page 

 

e

the notions that colleges reject financial aid to families 
who have high incomes or who own a house, students 
who have low grades, or only give them to students of 
special groups, such as  of a minority race. 

A large part of his presentation revolved around 
comparing the costs of private and public schools and 
revealing that although private schools are more expen-
sive overall, they are the ones most generous with 
scholarships and other gift aid and that in  several 
cases, private schools turned out to be cheaper than 
their public counterparts.  

Private schools in general and more specifically 
some schools, such as Stanford and USC, have been 
historically more generous with giving financial aid to 
applicants. 

Mikhael also warned parents about schools mis

-awarding or under-awarding students scholarships. In 
April of 2009, several students were given letters of ad-
mittance only to find out later that they were accidental 
and that they had not made it in at all.  

The information covered allowed students and 
parents alike the knowledge to double and sometimes 
even triple eligibility for free grants. He had shown ex-
amples where his clients, even those from affluent fami-
lies, were able to save anywhere from 30-75% on col-
lege tuition. 

Mikhael had first helped begin the business of 
helping students with financial planning when he had 
gone to community college due to his family’s lack of 
financial aid and grades. 

His friend in college had built a company spe-
cializing in coaching students to lowering college fees 
and he had joined. He had ended up helping his 
younger brother, who had the grades to attend a pres-
tigious university go to school without needing to pay at 
all. 

Mikhael will be meeting with families for free 
one-hour sessions at his new branch in Burbank to 
families who have signed up. 

To contact Sam Mikhael, e-mail him at 
info@collegeplanningaid.org or visit 4111 West Ala-
meda Avenue, Suite 504, Burbank for more information. 
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Note To Readers:  

To read two online only news articles, 

“Wong’s Resignation Creates New 

Council Vacancy” and “Ex-Mayor 

Wong to Keep Fighting Charges,” 

please visit our blog.  

They can be accessed at http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

 

We are trying to publish remaining 

city-related historical articles, please 

be patient as we publish these stories. 

Again, thank you for your continuing 

support of the Temple City Voice.  
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Blum appointed to replace Wong Continued from Front Page 

This comic strip was designed by Kristi Hsiao. 

March 16, 2010. Blum will serve the 
remaining term of ex-Mayor Wong, 
who was expected to step down in 
March 2011.  

“Welcome abroad. It is a 
pleasure to have this seat filled by 
such a great person,” Temple City 
Mayor Fernando Vizcarra said after 
Blum was sworn in.  

The City Clerk gave the oath 
of office to Blum.  

According to Councilwoman 
Cynthia Sternquist, the City Council 
met in closed session on March 15 
to determine how and who would 

replace Wong.  

Wong resigned at the city 
council meeting two weeks ago. At 
that time, Wong stated she wanted 
to focus her energy on preparing for 
her upcoming trial.  

Along with former Temple 
City Mayor Cathé Wilson, Wong is 
accused of soliciting bribes in ex-
change for her support for the Piazza 
at Temple City development with 
architect Randy Wang. Both women 
face serious charges and have indi-
cated they are innocent of the allega-
tions.  

Still, the political fallout as a 
result of the press coverage has 
proven quite costly to Temple City.  

In 2009, Temple City voters 
declined to return Wilson to the City 
Council. Some residents also formed 
a group to recall Wong if she did not 
resign.  

 A former Planning Commis-
sion chairman, Blum will join Coun-
cilwoman Sternquist as one of two 
members appointed to the City 
Council. If both want to retain their 
seats, they will have to run for re-
election. 

The Voice restructures its executive team Continued from Front Page 

Temple City, and sometimes state 
and national politics. 

 In July, Evanko became the 
Community Outreach Director. He 
held the responsibility of completing 
the calendar of events that would 
inform the community and cabinet of 
upcoming events.  

 Evanko also held the duty of 
"planning out the biannual candi-
date's forum for Temple City as both 
the COD of the Voice and the Presi-
dent of the Junior State of America. 
As an executive of the committee, he 
helped in coordinating this effort be-
tween JSA,TCV, and the City Coun-
cil for the candidate’s forum.  

 Being a member of Temple 
City Voice for over 14 months, 
Evanko has now risen to the position 
of assistant editor although he ad-
mits to not expecting to obtain a 
leadership position when he had first 
started. 

  “I got the position as assis-
tant editor because they were open-
ing up new positions.” Evanko said. 
“I took advantage of the opportunity.”  

Evanko took the opportunity 
to help continue and better Temple 
City Voice through a more influential 
position. 

 In addition to his previous 
duties of writing articles, the position 

of assistant editor has piled on a sig-
nificant amount of work. He is now 
helping in editing articles for publica-
tion, planning what people write, and 
letting everyone know of events that 
are to occur. Evanko states that it is 
very much like being the secretary of 
Temple City Voice. 

 “I'm happy where I am and 
I'm contributing to the organization.” 
Evanko said. “It's all about informing 
the people of [what is going on].” 

 Besides the Voice, Evanko 
also is a staff writer in Temple City 
High School’s newspaper, Rampage, 
along with juggling being president of 
his JSA chapter.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS 

November    23          Book Club 

        @Live Oak Park Comm. Center, 10 A.M. 

 

   Planning Commission MTG 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  25   Thanksgiving  

 

December  7  City Council Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

Jason 

 We all know that as the years go by, school 
becomes increasingly difficult and that college admis-
sion becomes more expensive and prestigious. 

 Many high school students wake up to go to 
school at seven in the morning until three o’clock in 
the afternoon.   

 What exactly has students up at the crack of 
dawn until the middle of the night? They usually juggle 
a staggering amount of honors and Advanced Place-
ment courses, sports, and extra-curricular activities 
such as clubs and jobs.  

 When all that is said and done, they come 
home to several hours of homework. That definitely 
can be much more strenuous than the schedules of 
those with nine-to-five jobs. 

 That is just on a day-to-day basis. Virtually all 
high school students spend their sophomore, juniors, 
and sometimes senior years studying for the SAT and 
ACT. They spend dollars in the thousands range for 
preparatory classes and about a couple hundred total 
for multiple tests. If a student is taking AP classes, just 
add $86 per AP class just to take the AP test.  

 It’s not just that the College Board monopo-
lizes the market for all these tests for college, it’s also 
that there are tests being put into place, most of which 
do not even accurately measure a student’s aptitude 
at what they are being tested. They are not being 
tested on how well they know the subject, but how 
well they are able to take the test. 

 People wonder why they never see kids out-
doors having fun anymore. Again, it is not entirely the 
fault of the rise of the Internet and video games that 
keeps our students indoors; it’s the need to prepare to 
tackle the demands of school and beyond.  

 Just about anyone would object to hours of 
homework and wasted days toiling under test taking 
conditions. 

 Though maybe it’s also because the rise of 
the Internet that contributes to the rising demand for 
more copious education. With the Internet providing 
for a fast exchange of information, it is plausible to say  
that teachers demand much more with so much infor-
mation at hand at all times. That does not move us 
away from the fact that 20 years ago, even teenagers 
could have a relaxing afternoon and go to do work at 
night and still be able to finish it without any worry. 

 We just lost the point of having a childhood if 
all we’re going to end up doing is not having any fun. 

 

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice did 

not publish last week, November 12. 


