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L ISTEN UP ! . . .  

 Temple City  
   Voic

e 

Interview with Planning Commission Chair Jerry Seibert 

Commission Recommends 
New Exemptions for    

Moratorium  

COMEDYSPORTZ SHOW: The Temple City High 
School Comedy Sportz Team had their season kick-
off on Saturday, October 4 located in room 601 at 
TCHS.  

By Randy Shun 

 After a unanimous backing by the members of 
the Temple City Planning Commission, Jerry Seibert 
was elected Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission in late August 2008. The Temple City 
Voice had an opportunity to ask a few ques-
tions with the newly elected Chairman.  

 "I'd like to make it through the year," 
he jokes. A cheerful and clever sense of hu-
mor characterizes him.  

 Since 1965, Seibert has actively par-
ticipated in Temple 
City's planning 
affairs. A long his-
tory in Temple 
City, with only a 
slight hole due to 

assistance to Arcadia, establishes Seibert as the ideal 
candidate for chairman. The experience adds up: "I 
started in 1965, then 1973 on I was on the Commission 

again, then 76 to 81, and it gets all cloudy 
after that," he chuckles. 

 Despite his facetious demeanor, 
Seibert backs his effervescence with action. 
Among his plans for next year are redevel-
opment and maximizing efficiency. The Al-
pha Beta property and various prospective 
chunks of city-desired property need to be 
carefully and prudently managed, while the 
upcoming year's housing plans should be 

properly implemented. "I'd like to maintain the commu-
nity," he says, "but if it can get better, why not?" 

 However, he comments on the lack of commu-
nity participation and involvement in planning commis-
sion meetings. Though he real-

Continued on Page 2 

News Brief: A new $3 billion 

budget cut is in preparation by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Although unsure where 
the cuts will be made, school business 
officials plan to be hit the worst. 

 Sacramento Bee  

By Matthew Wong 

 A moratorium on non-retail businesses along Las 
Tunas Drive has been enacted since April 2008. Since 
then, a growing number of business owners and the Tem-
ple City Chamber of Commerce have mounted opposition 
to it.  

 On Tuesday, July 22, 2008, the Planning Commis-
sion, an advisory body to the City Council, voted 4-0 to re-
form the current business moratorium. (There is currently 
one vacancy on the Planning Commission.)   

 Under the approved law, all businesses since April 
1 must provide at least 50% of 

Continued on Page 2 
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Seibert Succeeds Don Griffiths as Chair 
Continued from Page 1 

Commission Advices Exceptions For Moratorium 
Continued from Page 1 

sales tax of its business services in order to move into 
Temple City. The moratorium affects all areas on Las 
Tunas Drive between Rowland Avenue and Sultana 
Avenue. Existing businesses are not affected by it.  

 “I think the moratorium as we have studied it 
can be improved upon” commented City Manager 
Charles R. Martin at the City Council meeting on July 
15. 

 Community Development Manager Joe Lam-
bert opened discussion over two proposed exemptions.  

 The first exemption would allow non-sales tax 

producing businesses to move into second floor units. 
The second exception permits those same businesses to 
operate in areas of less than 1000 square feet.  

 “I don‟t know if we‟re accomplishing anything 
right now” stated Linda Payne, President of the Chamber 
of Commerce. Payne announced her opposition to the 
current moratorium, and supported lifting any restrictions 
enacted by it.  

 The idea of the business moratorium was 
spawned by Councilman Ken Gillanders in February 
2008. Votes were taken subsequently to approve the 
measure; however, it lacked the supermajority, or four 
votes, to be enacted.   

 In April, the City Council finally mustered four 
votes, with Councilwoman Judy Wong, agreeing to sup-
port the moratorium for 45 days. The moratorium was 
further extended for 10 and a half months by the Council-
members in May.  

 “I can‟t guarantee the moratorium will be suc-
cessful” conceded Martin on Tuesday night.  

 Planning Commissioner James LeBerthon made 
the motion to recommend approval of the two exemp-
tions. It was unanimously approved by the Planning Com-
mission.  

 The recommendation now goes to the City Coun-

cil, which will decide whether or not to accept changes to 

the moratorium.  

 

 
T 

E 

M 

P 

L 

E 

 

C 

I 

T 

Y 

Jessilyn Chwa 

Editor-In-Chief 
 

Directors of 

Community Affairs 

Sophia Chang 

Randy Shun  

 

Ivy Vuong 

Art Manager 

 

Artist 

Ava Cheng 

Melanie Thi 

Assistant Editor-In-
Chief 

 

Staff Writers  

Aiden Leong 

Katie Brown 

Charlene Choo  

Christine Keung 

Vincent Wei 

Jason Wu 

 

Matthew Wong 

Founder  

V 

O 

I 

C 

E 

 

S 

T 

A 

F 

F 

Chairman Jerry Seibert 

Photo By Randy Shun  

izes engineer lingo and jargon complicate matters, previous attempts to 
draw in attendants have failed. "People only come when something directly 
affects them, and by then it's too late." 

 Dispelling illusions of the Planning Commission's reign of power, 
Seibert primarily associates the commission's workload with the city's politi-
cal agenda. "We handle what the city decides to adopt or implement." 

 Temple City‟s downtown district, suffering from a decline in sales-
tax producing businesses is a chief concern for the Chairman.  

 Statewide mandates, which often intrude on city statues, also affect 
how and what policies the Planning Commission advises. Another concern 
was raised during the interview, in which Seibert referred to the 900 hous-
ing units the City has been mandated to provide by the state. "Temple City 
has that small-town feel, and some people just want to keep it that way." 
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By Christine Keung 

 I was very unimpressed 
with the performance of John 
McCain and Barack Obama at the 
second Presidential debate on 
Tuesday. 

Both of them were incredi-
bly rude to the moderator. They 
kept on interrupting each other and 
going over the time limit.  

I don‟t know about you, but 
something I look for in a leader in 
self-control. I felt like both candi-
dates should‟ve behaved with more 
grace and dignity. Neither one 
stated their argument in a particu-
larly interesting way and I found 
myself dozing off halfway through 
the debate. 

The vice-presidential debate, 
on the other hand, was much more 
interesting. Joe Biden and Sarah 
Palin both defended their positions 
well. Their performances defied what 
analysts expected.  

Palin held her ground and 
was not completely lost and Biden 
did not overly shove his experience 
and authority on the viewers.  

Palin seemed very knowl-
edgeable when it came to domestic 
affairs and energy issues, but lost 
her footing when asked about home-
land security and foreign policy. 

I was especially impressed 
by the way Biden conducted himself. 
I expected him to jump at Palin‟s 
throat and destroy her with his thirty-

five years of experience. However, 
he never directly attacked her be-
cause he probably feared people 
calling him sexist. Biden, instead, 
directed all his accusations towards 
Palin‟s running mate McCain and 
took in all her insults with a smile. 

 Something that I found im-
pressive with Biden that seemed to 
be missing in the other candidates 
was poise and a diplomatic attitude.  

I liked the way he carried 
himself and the collected way he 
defended his beliefs. He proved to 
be an experienced, compassionate, 
and capable candidate. Sometimes, 
unspoken messages sound louder 
than all the statistics, facts, and an-
ecdotes a candidate can spout at an 
audience. 

This week‟s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

“The Biggest Thing You Never Heard Of” 

By Ava Cheng 

 The night of Saturday, Oc-
tober 4 started the kick-off of Tem-
ple City High School‟s Come-
dySportz‟s season.  

 ComedySportz is a nation-
wide acting company that compete 
with teams from other schools in 
order to score laughs from the audi-
ence.  

 But rather than having the 
„players‟ on the teams read from a 
script, everything done onstage is 
improvised by suggestions provided 
by the audience.  

 After each team played a 
game, the audience applauded for 
their favorite. All ComedySportz 
shows are done tastefully no matter 
what branch (high school league, 
college, or professional) so audience 

members of all ages can enjoy it. 

 As coined by the manager 
of Temple City‟s high school team, 
Chad Armburst, “ComedySportz is 
the biggest thing you‟ve never 
heard of.” Half the seats were filled 
that night, but those people re-
ceived their four dollars worth of 
laughs that night. 

Opinion: I Bid in for Biden 
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     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let‟s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 12) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
GO GREEN! 

October 15 Free Blood Pressure  
   Screenings   

   Live Oak Park Community 
   Center @ 9:30 - 10:30 A.M. 

 

  17 Varsity Football Game 

   The Temple City High School 
   football team will play  
   against Rosemead High.  
   (AWAY) 

 

  21 City Council Meeting 

  Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 
 

  22  Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 

 As we all know, global warming is affecting 
our world, whether we choose to believe it or not. It is 
causing the sporadic disasters around the world. The 
weather changes quite often and drastically varying 
from day to day, week to week.  
 For those that do not believe global warming 
is affecting our world, why not? All the signs are there. 
How can you deny it any longer? I do not understand 
how some people can be so ignorant, for lack of a bet-
ter word, as to not see what is happening. Some peo-
ple try to be optimistic and they try to believe that 
these tragedies do not happen, but come on, be real-
istic at least. 
 Thankfully, there are ways to stop global 
warming, or at least help decrease our “footprints.”  
 One of the most important, I would say, is the 
use of automobiles. Temple City is not as big as Arca-
dia, so if you are traveling locally, try walking or riding 
a bike instead. Walking or biking is a great way to get 
your exercise for the day. It seems like days get 
shorter and shorter, so seeing as how time is so lim-
ited, make the most of your time by “killing two birds 
with one stone” - exercising and getting to where you 
need to be. But if you do have to travel far, carpool 
with a buddy; it is more fun and gas efficient! 
 When I was little, I often forgot to turn off the 
light when I left a room, and I always got in trouble for 
it. But this does make a big difference. Turn it off once 
you leave the room and only if you really need it. Also, 
if you are brushing your teeth, make sure you turn off 
the water in order to reduce your water bill and con-
serve a vital resource.  
 Plant a tree! Trees and plants absorb carbon 
dioxide and give off oxygen, but there are simply just 
not enough to counteract the carbon given off by auto-
mobiles, manufactures, and humans. I have heard 
that “a single tree will absorb approximately one ton of 
carbon dioxide during its lifetime.” All we have to do is 
plant a tree, and the tree will do the work for us. How 
simple.  
 “Reduce, reuse, recycle.” Sound familiar? Re-
cycling can save up to about 2,400 pounds of carbon 
dioxide a year. What a difference that makes! So re-
member to recycle paper, glass, plastic, and newspa-
pers.  
 If everyone encouraged one another to go 
green!, reducing America‟s carbon footprint would not 
seem so difficult. Just remember these simple sugges-
tions and the world will seem cleaner and healthier. 
You never know how big of a difference you are  mak-
ing to the world.  


