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PSAT TESTING: On Saturday, October 18, fresh-
men, sophomores, and juniors woke up early in the 
morning to take the PSAT in order to practice for the 
SATs or to try to win a scholarship. 

By Matthew Wong  

 Will America ever send a woman to the White 
House? 

 There is less than two weeks left until the Novem-
ber 4, 2008 presidential election and the McCain-Palin 
ticket is trailing heavily behind the Obama-Biden ticket. 

 According to Real Clear Politics (RCP), an online 
website devoted to politics and 
polls, Senator Obama would win 

Opinion: Glass  
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Board Addresses Locker Shortage at High School 

Continued on Page 2 

By Jason Wu 

 Enrollment at Temple City High School continues 
to increase above 2,000 students, but making additions 
to the current 1,400 lockers will prove difficult. 

 Like many other problems, the troubles 
of this situation have been made manifest by the 
swelling financial crisis that grips the world. Al-
though the district would like to supply one 
locker per student, the cost of installing 600 
lockers would be approximately $46,500. This 
figure does not take into account an additional 
$2,900 annual maintenance cost. 

 Such mone-
tary constraints are 
especially a concern 
when even district 
officials might not be 
rewarded for their 
services. 

 “If we don’t borrow funds from the state within 
the next three weeks,” says School Board Member, 
Rachel LaSota, “we may not get paid.” 

 Moreover, many other 
factors that must be considered 
compound the existing fiscal limi-
tations. 

 “Even if we put the 
money into [new lockers],” 
School Board representative and 
high school senior, Anthony 
Chan, notes, “we would still have 

to find a place to put them. They would have to be 
protected from the elements, but all of our hallways 
are already filled with lockers.” 

 With such a scarcity of resources, the Temple 
City Board of Education will continue to look for ways 
to resolve this locker shortage. 

News Brief: According to a new 

study, California has saved about $56 
billion in electricity costs and created 
about 1.5 million jobs over 35 years by 
efficiently using energy. 

 Sacramento Bee  
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Will Women Ever Achieve a Higher Political Office? 
Continued from Page 1 
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the general election if it was held today. The RCP na-
tional poll of polls (as of Monday, October 20) has Sena-
tor Obama with a 5.6 point advantage over Republican 
nominee John McCain, 49.6%-44%. 

 The RCP Electoral College count has Obama 
with 364 electoral votes to McCain’s 174 electoral votes. 
Many political analysts now believe the race is over and 
that Obama will win by a landslide come Election Day. 

 The result of Obama’s historical victory: the 
glass ceiling for women achieving higher political office 
will unlikely be broken during the current or next presi-
dential election cycle. 

 “Hillary [Clinton] left 18 million cracks in the 
highest, hardest glass ceiling in America. But it turns out 
the women of America aren’t finished yet, and we can 
shatter that glass ceiling once and for all” stated Sarah 
Palin, the first Republican vice-presidential nominee, on 
August 29, 2008. 

 McCain’s his-
toric selection of the 
Alaska Governor gave 
America yet another 
chance to send a female 
to the nation’s second 
highest office. 

 Since the first 
women’s rights conven-
tion at Seneca Falls in 
1848, American women 
have made significant 

political progress. Throughout United States history, 
American women have fought alongside with abolition-
ists and civil rights leaders 
against slavery and for 
voting rights for African 
Americans. The passage 
of the 19

th
 amendment 

finally gave women a voice 
in the political system, and 
now they outnumber men 
at the ballot box. 

 Hillary R. Clinton 
entered the presidential 
race “to renew the promise 
of America” in January 
2007. Clinton campaigned 
throughout the United States to win the number of dele-
gates needed to become the Democratic presidential 
nominee. The former First Lady won over 18 million 
votes, but lost to Barack Obama. 

 “Probably close to zero” said Clinton on running 
for president a second time. The New York Senator 
made her comments on Fox News. If Clinton, the only 
female politician capable of waging and winning a presi-
dential campaign, does not run again, women may not 
reach the steps of the White House for a long time. 

 In 1984, Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro 
became the first female vice-presidential nominee. 
Twenty-three years later, Nancy Pelosi, another con-
gresswoman broke historic barriers to become the first 
female Speaker of the House. 

 Despite the incredible progress women have 
made thus far, no female candidate has ever come as 
close to the presidency than Hillary Clinton. While there 
are female politicians qualified to be president, few, if 
any could wield enough support to win a presidential 
campaign. 

 Hillary R. Clinton, one of America’s most power-
ful female politicians, is one of few individuals capable of 
becoming the first female President. Her loss dealt a 
blow to the women’s movement and another loss, a 
McCain-Palin loss, would deal another. 

 It may be a long while until we see a female 
candidate become either the vice-president or president 
of the United States. This nation’s second highest glass 
ceiling looks unlikely to be broken in this election, but no 
matter what, many will agree the 2008 presidential elec-
tion has been historic. 

Sarah Palin 

Source: Associated Press 

Senator Hillary R. Clinton 

Source: Associated Press 
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

Catching Up With Former Staff Writer Shirley Wu 

The Temple City Voice is featuring a series of interview 
with former volunteer staff. This is the third of our 
“Catching Up with Former Staff” series.  

By Charlene Choo 

                About two years has passed since Shirley Wu 
left the small site of Temple City to attend Bowdoin Col-
lege in Maine, but luckily, she had taken with her the 
diverse experiences she gained through Temple City 
Voice. 

 This quiet, introspective girl became part of the 
staff of Temple City Voice during her senior year in high 
school, the first year the staff was put together. By join-
ing the small group of young, prestigious writers, she 
widened her perspective as well as experience. 

 "Temple City Voice is a way for students to get 
more experience interacting with the community." Wu 
said, "Otherwise I wouldn't have participated in city ac-
tivities and events." 

 As Wu recalls, the opportunity had approached 
her in the most unexpected way. The founder of Temple 
City Voice, Matthew Wong had found her through some 
of her friends and had discovered that she was a lover 
of newspaper reviews as well as poetry. 

 At first, when Wong explained to Wu the group 
he was envisioning, she doubted his intensions. 

 "I thought, 'why would you need another news-
paper if there's already the school newspaper?'" Wu 
said. "But when I started writing for the Temple City 
Voice, I realized we cover stories and events that the 
school newspaper doesn't cover."  

 Unlike the school newspaper, which only covers 

events that 
h a p p e n 
around cam-
pus, Temple 
City Voice 
take respon-
sibility in in-
forming the 
residents of 
Temple  

City about 
c u r r e n t 
events that 
affect them. 

 " A 
lot of people 
don't know 
what's hap-
p e n i n g 
around the 
city, espe-
cially the younger generations," Wu said. "Temple City 
is so small that Council meetings and other small things 
are actually important to the people." 

 Wu also attained the opportunity to meet and 
interview different people, such as candidates running 
for offices. She developed her social skills and learned  
to professionally hold interviews. 

 When asked if she would recommend one to 
join the Temple City Voice, Wu answered in an enthusi-
astic voice, "I say definitely go for it. Temple City Voice 
gave me opportunities that I never had. It boosted my 
confidence and allowed me to progress as a reporter 
and a communicator." 

Shirley Wu, former Temple City Voice staff 
writer. 

Source: Shirley Wu  
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Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 13) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
MY DEFINITION OF HAPPINESS 

October 22  Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 
 

  24 Varsity Football Game 

   The Temple City High School 
   football team will play  
   against Blair High School.  
   (HOME)   

 

  25 Harvest Hoedown and  
   and TC Craft Faire 

 

  27-31 Red Ribbon Week 

 

  28 College Fair  

   Parent Conferences 

 What is happiness? According to Webster’s 
Dictionary, it defines happiness as “a state of well-
being and contentment.” How vague. But the definition 
cannot be any more specific, since it is obvious that 
each person’s happiness varies from person to per-
son.  

 Although Webster’s Dictionary has a definition 
for the word “happiness”, I cannot define my happi-
ness in a single word, phrase, or even sentence. Hap-
piness is a characteristic that lives within me and is 
present in everything I do.  

 Happiness is a shopping trip with my mother. 
Although I know parents can be embarrassing at 
times, I love my mom. She is always there for me and 
she supports me no matter what. Since school started, 
my schedule has been completely filled, and I hardly  
ever have time to talk to my mom. So once a month, 
both of us try to make time to fit into each other’s busy 
lives to go on a shopping trip, just so we have some 
quality mother-daughter time. 

 Happiness is creating silly nicknames for my 
best friends. Nicknames always bring a smile to my 
face. Nothing ever goes wrong with nicknames, espe-
cially nicknames as cute as toast boy, donut, muffin,  
cinnamon roll, and jellybean. Thanks for being my 
cupcake.  

 Happiness is spending an entire night out with 
my best friend. What more could I ask for? An evening 
spent driving around San Gabriel Valley, doing home-
work, watching football games, and eating frozen yo-
gurt. What fun and unforgettable memories. 

 Happiness is a sleepover with a few of my 
closest friends. School is stressful; I’m sure many can 
agree. Spending an entire night with my best friends 
has to be one of the best ways to relieve my stress. 
Watching movies, staying up and talking all night — is 
there anything better than that? 

 I can say that my happiness is found among 
my friends and my family. Whenever I am surrounded 
by my loved ones, I am at my happiest because they 
truly do bring out the best in me. They make me 
laugh, they cheer me up, and they support me, no 
matter what. I guess all in all, I do have the best 
friends. 

 About a week ago, I read a book that had a 
quote in it hat is similar to my definition of happiness. 
In a way, it summarizes exactly what I have said all 
along. "To be depressed is to be lonely; to have a 
friend is to be happy..." 


