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HARVEST HOEDOWN: On Saturday, October 25, 
Temple City celebrated its annual Harvest Hoedown 
with crafts and musical entertainment provided by 
Temple City High School students.   

A&W Builders 

Cut Ties with 

Piazza  

By Matthew Wong 

 While once steadfast in 
support of the Piazza at Temple 
City, A & W Builders, the con-
struction management firm, has 
pulled out of the project. The 
bad news affirms the claim that 
the Piazza will most likely not 
be constructed on the corner of 
Las Tunas Drive and Rose-
mead Boulevard.  

 On Wednesday, 
July 23, 2008, the Temple 
City Voice learned 
through a telephone inter-
view that the Piazza no 
longer has ties with A & 
W Builders.  

  “We are no 
longer involved with that 
project” said an unidenti-
fied receptionist working 
for A & W Builders.  

 A request to 
reach former project man-
ager Louie Aurelio and A 
& W Builders President 
David Wilson was made, 

but neither individual re-
sponded.  

 Randy Wang, the 
developer and owner of 
the Piazza project, and 
the City of Temple City 
are currently engaged in a 
lawsuit concerning the 
future of the Piazza at 
Temple City.  

 Councilmembers 
Ken Gillanders and Fer-
nando Vizcarra attended 
the first settlement confer-
ence on Wednesday, July 
26. The settlement confer-

ence was mandated by the court to try to resolve the 
issue without judicial involvement. Both are ex-
pected to report to the full City Council in a closed 
door meeting at a future time.  

 Originally Mayor Pro Tempore Dave Capra 
was selected to be the other representative for the 
City Council; however, 

News Brief: Local election offi-

cials have reported that this upcoming 
election will have the largest voter turnout 
in more than 40 years, with the local par-
ticipation rate exceeding more than 80%. 

 Sacramento Bee  Continued on Page 2 

Measure R: 

A Roadmap 

to Relief?  

By Vincent Wei 

 In July 2008, the 
Metro Board of Directors 
proposed a half-cent 
sales tax. By voting yes, 
voters will agree to fund 
transportation projects 
within the Los Angeles 
County.   

 According to the 
private nonprofit Los 
Angeles County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
pora t ion  (LAEDC) , 
Measure R would only 
cost residents an aver-
age of $25 per person 
each year. Ultimately, 
the most important factor 
is that over 200,000 
more job opportunities 
will be created. 

What is Measure 
R?  Measure R is a half-
cent sales tax increase 
expected to provide local 
resources to finance new 
transportation projects.  

This measure 
would impose a sales 
tax increase of half a 
cent in the Los Angeles 
County, raising the sales 
tax rate to 8.75%. For 
the next 30 years, Meas-

Continued on Page 3 
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Second Construction Management Firm Bows Out   
Continued from Page 1 

Capra was replaced by Councilman Vizcarra on July 10 
because of an undisclosed illness.  

 The Piazza at Temple City, formerly known as 
the “Piazza Las Tunas” and “Temple City Galleria” once 
promised 52 one-bedroom condominiums and a com-
plex shopping center at the site of the former Temple 
City Edwards cinema. The previous City Council voted 

unanimously to approve the project in May 2006, de-
spite opposition from Temple City residents.  

 According to the Developer’s Agreement with 
the city of Temple City, the $75 million project must be 
completed by August 23, 2009. If it is not finished, the 
City will have the option to purchase the entire parcel 
for $5 million.  

Preparing for the Shake-Out 
By Angela Wen 

Many have heard about the 
“ShakeOut” due in Southern Califor-
nia in the very near future. Out of 
those, however, few actually under-
stand how to prepare for the pend-
ing earthquake. 

 To remedy this, the Temple 
City Chamber of Commerce, Tem-
ple City Unified School District 
(TCUSD) , and the City of Temple 
City itself together sponsored a “Get 
Ready to ShakeOut!” informational 
meeting at 7:00 PM in the Temple 
City High School Media Center.  

 Opening the meeting was 
Linda Payne from the Chamber of 
Commerce. She informed the audi-

ence that this would be the first joint 
earthquake preparation seminar in 
the history of Temple City, and that 
they would be learning 
all about not only the 
repercussions of the 
earthquake, but the 
ways in which we can 
prepare for the “Big 
Bang.” 

 Guest speak-
ers that night were 
from the San Gabriel 
Valley Pomona Chap-
ter American Red 
Cross. In order to indi-
vidually serve our city, two represen-
tatives from the chapter spoke. Paul 
Holman, the Director of Special Pro-

jects at the Red 
Cross, began his 
section by telling 
all members of the 
audience to snap 
their fingers. “That 
is just about as 
much warning as 
you are likely to 
have in a real 
earthquake” he 
concluded after-
ward, “from that 
point forward, your 
lives could be 
changed forever.” 

 This dire 
prediction rang 
true as Holman, 

and later on his colleague Rich Bae-
nen, the Director of Emergency Ser-
vices, showed the attendees statis-

tics of the predicted 
earthquake. The earth-
quake they watched 
simulated was an 
earthquake of 7.8 on 
the Richter scale, 50 
times larger than the 
1994 Earthquake.  
Such terrifying num-
bers as 1800 people 
dead and 50,000 in-
jured in the first hour 
alone were thrown out; 

the audience was warned that the 
devastation would be beyond the 
capacity of public service agencies. 
“The fire department is not going to 
come to your house” stated Baenen, 
“they might be victims as well.” The 
amount of highway blockage alone 
would cause around half a million 
commuters stranded on highways, 
or, as Holman put it, “the mother of 
all traffic jams.” 

 As Baenen took the stage, a 
more optimistic light was cast upon 
the situation. He showed the audi-
ence how to prepare for the earth-
quake: which items to bring, which 
actions to perform at what time. For 
example, he told those who at-
tended to pick a common meeting 
place with the rest of the family in 
case they were separated. He en-
c o u r a g e d 
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ivy Vuong. 

ure R is predicted to produce $40 billion that will help 
synchronize traffic signals, repair potholes, extend 
light real with airport connections, improve freeway 
traffic flows, keep senior, student, and the disabled 
fares low, provide clean-fuel buses, and expand 
Metro link service. Overall, 65% of the money would 
go to transit, 20% to highways, and 15% to cities fix-
ing potholes and synchronizing traffic signals. Should 
the Los Angeles County’s sales tax increase a one-
half cent for the next 30 years? 

 If it succeeds, there will be more major street 
resurfacing, rehabilitation and reconstruction, pothole 
repair, left turn signals, bikeways, pedestrian im-
provements, streetscapes, signal synchronization, 
and transit service improvements. However, if it fails, 
it may be many years before a similar measure is put 
forward.  

the audience to follow their children’s example to 
“Duck, Cover, and Hold.” Baenen had Lisa Liu, an Oak 
Avenue Intermediate student; lead the entire room as 
they ducked under the tables. 

 He also asked the audience to join the Com-
puter Emergency Response Team (CERT) program, 
which Brian Ariizumi from Temple City spoke about. 
The CERT program will be starting classes in January; 
everyone will be required to take 20 hours of class to 
qualify. “The CERT program is something that would be 
able to assist and train you” explained Ariizumi, “It al-
lows you to take care of yourself and your family, first 
and foremost.” The three also advertised the Southern 

California ShakeOut Disaster Preparedness Exercise 
on November 13, in which the Red Cross will actually 
set up an earthquake shelter. “It will affect every public 
entity in the state of California” Holman said, “It will be 
the largest disaster preparedness event in the history of 
the United States.” 

 Payne ended the 2-hour-long presentation by 
asking the audience and anyone else who would be 
interested to attend the second presentation on Octo-
ber 29. Everyone is invited to attend, because, as 
Holman said, “The condition that you’re likely to be in 
following the earthquake is going to be directly related 
to how you’re prepared for it.” 

Joint Effort for Earthquake Preparation Made by District, City  
Continued from Page 2 

Measure R Would Raise Sales Tax, 
Provide Relief  Continued from Page 2 

ELECTION 2008  

California State Measures... 

Proposition 1A: High-Speed Train Bond Act  

Proposition 2: Standards for Confining Farm Animals   

Proposition 3: Children’s Hospital Bond Act 

Proposition 4: Parental Notification Before Abortion  

Proposition 5: Criminal System Reform   

Proposition 6: Fund Police and Criminal Law Reform    

Proposition 7: Alternative Energy  

Proposition 8: Prohibits Same-Sex Marriage   

Proposition 9: Criminal System Reform   

Proposition 10: Alternative Energy  

Proposition 11: Redistricting   

Proposition 12: Veterans’ Bond Act   



Matthew 

 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 14) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN 
POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

October 29 Emergency Preparedness 
   Community Information  
   Night 

      TCHS Media Center @ 7 P.M. 
 

 

  31 Varsity Football Game 
   The Temple City High School  
   Football team will play 
   against South Pasadena High. 
   (AWAY)  
 

 

November 2 Daylight Savings Ends 

 

 

  4 City Council Meeting 

  Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M.  
 

 Next Tuesday, November 4 is Election Day! 
Temple City voters will make several important deci-
sions that will affect the direction of our local, state, 
and national government. Regardless of whether you 
are a registered Democrat, Republican, Independent, 
or even a member of a third-party, please exercise 
your right to vote.   

 The 2008 presidential election cycle has been 
historic!  

 Voters all across America saw a major female 
presidential candidate, Hillary R. Clinton, and a young, 
energetic African-American candidate, Barack 
Obama, battle it out for the Democratic nomination.  

 On the other side, Senator John McCain res-
urrected a dead campaign over the summer of 2007 to 
reclaim the Republican nomination. In addition to his 
surprising comeback, McCain picked Alaska Governor 
Sarah Palin to be his running mate. Palin, the first fe-
male Republican vice-presidential nominee, has ener-
gized the conservative base.  

 While the presidential election may be one of 
the most important decisions Temple City voters will 
be making at the ballot box or at home (if you are fill-
ing out an absentee ballot), there are 12 state meas-
ures on the ballot as well. Proposition 8, a constitu-
tional amendment to ban same-sex marriage, is defi-
nitely one of the most controversial measures on the 
ballot.  

 Finally, there is Measure R, which has re-
ceived little press coverage. Measure R would raise 
the sales tax from 8.25% to 8.75% for thirty-years in 
Los Angeles county.  

 Over the last few weeks, the Temple City 
Voice has tried to inform the residents of Temple City 
about the state propositions. We have done our part 
and now it is your turn to do yours.  

 Remember, civic responsibility is necessary 
and vital in a democratic-republic.  

 The Temple City Voice strongly urges all eligi-
ble citizens to remember to participate in this year’s 
elections. Read the voter’s guide. Volunteer to be an 
election worker. Debate your neighbor. Most impor-
tantly, go out and VOTE! 

 

Matthew Wong is the Founder of the Temple City 
Voice. Wong is an undergraduate majoring in Political 
Science and Asian American Studies at UC Davis.  


