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NOVEMBER 4, 2008: On Tuesday, November 4, 
American citizens across the nation will be voting 
for the next President of the United States and other 
important propositions. 

We (Might Be) All Shook 
Up – Are You Ready? 

By Katie Brown 

 This past Wednesday on October 29, the Temple 
City High School Media Center played host to an open 
community event, an informational talk on earthquake pre-
paredness.  

 An American Red Cross representative, Susan 
Perez, came to speak about being safe during a crisis, as 
well as the tools and preparations needed beforehand.  

 “What a disaster is,” Perez said, “is when nature 
gives too much of a good thing.” 

 The state of California is prone to the earthquake 
natural disaster. California is split 

A Halloween Full of Joyful Song 
By Randy Shun 

 Amidst a light breeze and tepid temperatures, 
Temple City Park hummed with laughter and songs, 
highlighting this year's annual Harvest Hoedown and 
Crafts fair. 

 Presented by the Temple City Vocal Arts and 
Theater Booster, the gala hosted various kiosks display-
ing artisan handcrafts and jewelry besides plump pump-
kins, and, for entertainment, showcased Temple City 
High School's Brighter Side Singers. Various other 
booths provided amusement for youngsters. 

 While also a community function, Harvest Hoe-
down serves to support the performing arts as well as 
various local organizations. A silent auction and raffle 
garnered fundraising for the high school's choir.  

 However, erected booths, manned by groups 
such as Key Club or Boy Scouts, sold handmade trin-

kets or sizzling hot dogs. Books sold for under $2 in a 
separate room at the Temple City library, helping the 
library to remove outdated material and provide cheap 
reads. 

 As residents eyed the tabletop items, melodies 
rang, sang, and blasted between the aisles of stands. 
The Temple City High School band, led by Mr. Bert 
Ferntheil, tooted during the school's joined choir's inter-
ludes. Most of the festival's soundtrack, however, burst 
from the Brighter Side Singers, an esteemed handful of 
handpicked high school singers.  

 After a song-and-dance routine of "Come So 
Far, So Far to Go", 
"Common Ground, 
and a rock n' roll med-
ley, tunes from soloists 
flapped through the 

News Brief: Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger wants to increase 
sales tax within the next month. He 
plans to cut over $2 billion in school 
spending. 

 Sacramento Bee  

Continued on Page 3 
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O’Leary Appointed to Fill Vacancy  
By Matthew Wong 

 Temple City Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Tom O’Leary has been appointed to serve as 
the City of Temple City’s newest Planning Commis-
sioner. O’Leary, a long time resident of Temple City 
was one of five applicants for the position. 

 On Thursday, July 31, 2008 the City Council 
conducted interviews with candidates seeking to be-
come a Planning Commissioner. Of the five candidates, 
three appeared before the entire City Council: Cham-
ber Board Member Manuel Valenzuela III, resident 
Pamela Yugar, and Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Tom O’Leary.  

 The City Council first in-
terviewed Manuel Valenzuela, the 
youngest of all five applicants.  

 “I am not going to intrude 
in any political battle” assured 
Valenzuela to members of the 
City Council. Valenzuela, who is 
employee of the City of Glen-
dale’s Planning department, ex-
pressed knowledge of zone vari-
ances. When asked what type of 
relationship the City Council and 
Planning Commission should 
have, Valenzuela responded “close.”  

 Next, the City Council interviewed Pamela 

Yugar, a Parks and Recreation director for the city of 
Bell Gardens.  

 Yugar stated she has lived in Temple City twice; 
first as a renter and currently as a homeowner. She has 
worked for the cities of Alhambra, Azuza, and Bell Gar-
dens. She is also fluent in Spanish.  

 “I have 16 years [of experience] as a civil ser-
vant and have a good understanding on what is needed 
and required for new developments ore renovating exist-
ing [ones]” wrote Yugar in her paper application.  

 The third interview conducted by members of 
the City Council was with Parks and Recreation Com-

missioner Tom O’Leary.  

 O’Leary, a general contrac-
tor for 22 years, has served on the 
Parks and Recreation for 8 years. “[I] 
tend to stick to my own thoughts” 
acknowledged O’Leary during his 
interview. He also posed questions 
to the City Council about the expec-
tations of a Planning Commissioner. 

 “Someone that is fair” stated 
Mayor Pro Tempore Dave Capra.  

 “Consistent” added Council-
man Fernando Vizcarra.   

 The two remaining applicants, former City Coun-
cilmember Chuck Souder and Peter Zovak, were not 
present but submitted paper applications.  

 “They’re both qualified guys” said Capra.  

 The City Clerk conducted the secret ballot elec-
tion and tallied the results. Tom O’Leary received three 
votes and Peter Zovak received two votes.  

 After the vote count, Mayor Cathé Wilson pro-
claimed, “Tom O’Leary will be our new Planning Com-
missioner.”  

 “I feel very good” commented O’Leary after 
learning about his appointment. “I’m happy.”  

 The City Council also voted to re-appoint Chris 
Goad to the Parks and Recreation commission and 
Jerry Seibert to the Planning Commission. 

 O’Leary’s appointment will be ratified on August 

19, 2008. When O’Leary officially takes the position of 

Planning Commissioner, a new vacancy will be created 

on the Parks and Recreation commission.  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

“Drop, Cover, and Hold On” 
Continued from Page 1 

by an 800 mile-long rift in the ground called the “San 
Andreas Fault.” These uneven tectonic plates which es-
sentially “float” around in the earth shift sometimes, 
causing a grand-scale earthquake in California roughly 
every 150 years. 

 According to Perez, seismologists are predicting 
the occurrence of up to a 7.8 earthquake in 
our near future. In order to prep Californians, 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has insti-
tuted a statewide “Shakeout Drill” that will take 
place on November 13 at 10 a.m.  

 All involved businesses, schools and 
corporations will simultaneously take part in 
an earthquake simulation. Participants will 
“drop, cover, and hold on” as though a real 
earthquake were taking place. This is meant to increase 
awareness and establish a set plan of action for an ac-
tual crisis.  

 As for preparation in individual homes, Perez 

brought a hands-on example of an “earthquake essen-
tial,” an emergency supplies backpack. From glow-
sticks to rain ponchos, an emergency supplies pack is 
meant to include enough to provide fully throughout 
every case scenario. The supply pack also included 
water—lots of it. Perez emphasized the importance of 

water consumption and hydration, noting that 
each person should have one gallon per day. 

 “It’s the 3-3-3 rule” Perez said, “A hu-
man can only survive three minutes without 
air, three days without water, and three weeks 
without food. Make sure you have everything 
you need and enough for everyone in an 
emergency.”    

If you would like more information on earth-
quake or other emergency preparedness, you can go 
online to www.redcrossLA.org. 

 “If people are prepared” Perez said, “they don’t 
have to be frightened.”  

park. Famous pieces (Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
"Memory", James Horner's "My Heart Will Go On") 
were displayed. 

 Braying also added to the background noise. 
The Kid's Country Petting Zoo, from San Bernardino, 
enclosed numerous roosters, chickens, sheep, rabbits, 
and ducks within a white pen. Besides the meshed 
fence, a calf and baby cow lay nibbling on grass as 
searching hands felt hair and horn.  

 For the especially adventurous, the staff 

hoisted children upon two ponies, which circled around a 
concrete ring. 

 Milder activities came in paint and pictures. As-
sisted by the high school's Key Club, a multi-station 
crafts booth provided free face paintings, hands-on art-
work, and interactive decorating. Beyond the play-
ground, vintage cars sat idly for the local car show. 

 At the end of the day, the fair achieved its main 
goal. As student Catherine Wong states, "It's events like 
these that bring a city closer." 

Harvest Hoedown Brings Unity 

Continued from Page 1 
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   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 15) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
ALWAYS A KID AT HEART 

November 5 Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 

 

  7 Homecoming Football 
   Game 
   The Temple City High School  
   Football team will play 
   against San Marino High. 
   (HOME) 
 

  8 Homecoming Dance 

   TCHS Gym @ 7 P.M. 

 

  11  Veterans Day 

 As October transitions into November, as 
weather conditions change, we see how fast time 
passes by. It seems as I grow older, time passes by 
even quicker.  

 I remember when I was little, I never believed 
that high school and college would be so close. I 
thought I had to wait an eternity before I would ever 
step foot on a high school campus. But that’s not the 
case; my high school career is ending in less than two 
years and soon, college will be a new adventure, wait-
ing to be explored.  

 Though others see the high school student 
me, inside, I truly am still a kid at heart. 

 Since Halloween just passed, I’m sure many 
households are filled with candy and sweets. Mine is 
too. I know most think of trick-or-treating as a child’s 
activity. But why?  

 Over the weekend, I saw my uncle and 
cousin. I asked my  cousin what she did for Hallow-
een. She replied telling me that she went trick-or-
treating, and I told her I did as well. To this response, 
my uncle looked at me and said “Aren’t you a bit old 
for trick or treating? How old are you?”  

 I do not think I am too old. I do not think any 
age is too old to go trick or treating. Sure, it may look 
awkward if you’re a 40-year-old man wearing a cos-
tume, ringing  someone’s doorbell, yelling “Trick or 
treat!” and expecting candy afterward. Of course 
there’s a limit, but as for my friends and I, I know each 
one of us had a wonderful time, no matter our ages.  

 We designated a meeting location and de-
cided to meet up at 6:30. We ate dinner and chatted 
until it was  finally dark enough to begin our trick-or-
treating journey.  

 We strolled around Temple City, searching for 
houses with the porch light on. After about two hours 
of trick-or-treating, we decided to head back to where 
we began. Most of the TV cable channels were show-
ing scary movies, so we decided that since it was  
Halloween after all, we should watch a scary movie. 

 Even though I am 16 years old, that night 
spent trick-or-treating was one of the most entertain-
ing nights I’ve ever had. While my friends and I wan-
dered around Temple City, we shared laughter and 
created unforgettable memories. This I know for a 
fact: you’re never too old to laugh and have fun. 

    Jessilyn 


