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L ISTEN UP ! . . .  

 Temple City  
   Voic

e 

TCHS HOMECOMING GAME: On Friday, Novem-
ber 7, Temple City High Varsity football team won 
their homecoming game against San Marino with a 
final score of 21 versus San Marino’s 10.  

Photo By Christine Keung 

Uncertainty Looms Over County Measure R  

By Melanie Thi 

 Measure R, a county measure on the November 
4

th
 ballot, is passing by a slim margin. The results are 

still unofficial because of the number of 
absentee and provisional ballots that have 
yet to be counted. Campaign officials are 
optimistic and expect the measure will 
pass. 

 As of Friday, November 14, it was 
passing by a 67.3% to 32.7%. Measure R 
requires 2/3

rd
 of voter‟s support in order to 

succeed.  

 According to the Los Angeles 
County Economic Development Corpora-
tion (LAEDC), each person would pay an 
average of $25 each year. It was pro-
jected that over 200,000 new jobs would be created.  

 Measure R is a sales tax increase expected to 
provide local resources to finance new transportation 
project. The measure would impose a sales tax in-
crease of half a cent in Los Angeles County, raising the 

sales tax rate from 8.25% to 8.75%.   

 Projects of Measure R, how-
ever, are far from being taken into ac-
tion. The year 2013 is when there is an 
anticipated improvement in current ser-
vices for students and the disabled. 
The Expo line that extends from Culver 
City to Santa Monica and the Gold line 
f r o m 
Pasa-
d e n a 
t o 
Azusa 

News Brief: The State Com-

pensation Insurance Fund said that its 
workers’ compensation rates would 
increase by 8.9% in January. 

 Sacramento Bee  

Roof Repair to Become Priority 

Despite Financial Setbacks 

By Jason Wu 

 The roofs on many Temple City Unified School Dis-
trict buildings are in tremendous disrepair, but the School 
Board must simultaneously address a different type of ceil-
ing: the limits placed on California‟s education budget. 

“These roofs are in desperate need of replace-
ment,” warned Dale Shaffer, Director of Maintenance and 
Operations, “and are at the end of their serviceability.” 

In fact, existing roofs--especially those at La Rosa 
Elementary, Cloverly Elementary, and Temple City High, 
where the problems are most severe--have accumulated 
eighteen to twenty years worth of damage. Age and a poor 
flat design have created conditions such as excessive 
ponding in even light rain condi-
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Opinion: War In Iraq, Post Election 
By Christine Keung 

 It‟s been two weeks since the election and yes, 
I know Barack Obama is the presidential elect. Now, 
that that matter is finally resolved, I‟m more concerned 
about the changes he 
promised this country.  

 One particular 
change that concerns me 
is the war in Iraq. During 
the debates, Obama 
stated that he wanted to 
start removing troops. As 
much as I sympathize with 
families who have loved 
ones fighting for this coun-
try, I wonder if immediate 
withdrawal is the best solu-
tion. 

 Former secretary 
of state Colin Powell once 
compared the war in Iraq 
to a trip to the Pottery 
Barn. America pretty much 
stomped into this country, 
killed its leader, and up-
ended its government. That‟s comparable to walking 
into any store and breaking its merchandise. 

 However, isn‟t every store policy, “you break, 
you buy?” We smashed the “pottery” in Iraq and the 

least we can do is make up for our mistakes. It is very 
irresponsible for us to just pick up and leave after throw-
ing the country into chaos. 

 I agreed with John McCain‟s idea of staying in 
Iraq until we righted 
our wrongs. I hope 
Obama sees this logic. 
Iraq is in a very vulner-
able state right now 
and to immediately 
withdraw the soldiers 
is criminal.  

 What Obama 
needs to do right now 
is to form a plan on 
how to help Iraq stand 
on its own again after 
we brutally knocked it 
over. I believe if we 
become more respon-
sible, the rest of the 
world will see us in a 
better light.  

 Obama has a 
hard journey ahead of 
him. He needs to pull 

America out of the rut that George W. Bush got us in. He 
needs to show the rest of the world that America is 
 still a great nation, that it is a nation who, yes, 
made its 
share of 
m is tak es , 
but also is 
not afraid of 
a d m i t t i n g 
them. He 
needs to 
bring back 
the core 
values of 
the Ameri-
can spirit: a 
willingness 
to assist, a 
sense of 
justice, and 
a love for 
democracy. 

A map of the country of Iraq, where Ameri-
can soldiers are present.  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ivy Vuong. 

tions, similar to those seen in the area last week. 

Tremco roofing is a prime candidate to replace 
the current dilapidated coverings. The Tremco products 
are known to be durable and energy-efficient, providing 
excellent heat insulation. 

“Roofing must be a major focal point for our 
„Facility Master Plan‟,” stressed School Board Clerk, 
Matt Smith, adding, “It looks like just over $600,000 to-
tal.” 

Unfortunately, funding for such a necessary pro-
ject is difficult to come by, especially as California Gov-

ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger proposes a spending cut 
ranging from $2 billion to over $4 billion to public fund-
ing in California. This figure would translate into a mini-
mum of a $1.8 million dollar reduction in education 
funds available for the Temple City Unified School Dis-
trict. 

Nonetheless, the school board believes that it 
is feasible to begin replacing and repairing school 
roofs, starting with Cloverly Elementary, by as early as 
this winter break. In spite of economic difficulties, the 
roofing situation and the safety of our children will con-
tinue to be one of the district‟s top priorities. 

Measure R Results Still Undecided  
Continued from Page 1 

are expected to be early priorities of the development. 
Furthermore, a new bus way or light-rail line will be built 
in Crenshaw district in Los Angeles.  

 If Measure R does pass City of Los Angeles 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa‟s project, the “Subway to the 
Sea”, could begin. The subterranean route is predicted 
to run along the Wilshire corridor.  

 Los Angeles County residents should not see a 
reduction of traffic in the near future because the effects 
of Measure R will not reap immediate benefits until the 
development of the proposed projects.  

 There are still approximately 84,500 absentee 

ballots and 220,700 provisional ballots left to be counted 

and processed, according to a representative for the Los 

Angeles County Registrar‟s office. Results are expected 

to go before the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors on 

December 2.   

Sources: 

Hymon, Steve. “Proponents say Measure R will stand”. 

LA Times. 6 November 2008. 16 November 2008. 

<http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/bottleneck/2008/11/

proponents-say.html>. 

Hymon, Steve. “Measure R projects won‟t get rolling 

soon”. LA Times. 5 November 2008. 16 November 

2008. <http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-

transit6-2008nov06,0,7506753.story>.  

 

District to Repair Schools’ Roof for Students’ Safety  
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     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let‟s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 16) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
CONSUMED BY FIRE 

November 19 Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 
 
 
 
  21 CIF Football Game 
   The Temple City High Varsity  
   Football Team will play Arroyo 
   High in the first CIF round game 
   (HOME) 

 
 

  22 Advanced Drama Show 

        TCHS in Room 601 @ 7 P.M. 

  Take a step outside. The sky is a hazy, grey 
color. What‟s that you breathe in? Thick, smoky 
speckles of ash gather inside your nose. It becomes 
difficult to breathe. What‟s happening? Is it all coming 
from the fires? Indeed it is, and it seems like the ef-
fects from the fires are dangerously increasing. 

 This past Sunday, I walked out after Sunday 
School had concluded, and all at once, I was over-
whelmed by the smoky smell. I honestly could not 
breathe, and each breath that I tried to take scratched 
my throat. The smoky air scraped against my throat. 
I‟m sure many others felt the same feeling I did. 

 As for the most of us, as Temple City resi-
dents, luckily, we are not too close to the fires, but it is 
close enough to see and inhale the smoke. It is most 
sensible to try to remain indoors as much as possible 
so that the smoke will not reach you. It is so unhealthy 
to gasp in such a large amount of smoke.   

 Thankfully, the weather is predicted to cool 
down as the week progresses, so hopefully, the cool 
weather will calm down the fires. 

 Thanks to the firefighters, the fires have been 
less than what they originally could have been. They 
have been performing their job well. Slowly, they have 
been gaining  a tighter control on the fires, but nature 
doesn‟t always go our way. Many families have been 
and are still being evacuated from their houses. Many 
backyards have been consumed by the fires.  

 At this point, we can only hope that the fires 
will be controlled and taken care of soon. Some of my 
relatives live out in Diamond Bar and Chino Hills. My 
family has just recently contacted them, and they said 
that they are doing okay. The fire is close, but not 
close enough to have them evacuate. Thank good-
ness. 

 I‟m sure many of you have relatives living 
close to the fires as well. Give them a call and find out 
whether they‟re safe or not. If they have evacuated 
from their house, make sure they have retrieved their 
important information and documents.  

 Sooner or later, the fires will be extinguished. 
Until then, let‟s hope and pray that it will be doused 
sooner so that every family can finally return to their 
home.  

 Jessilyn 


