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HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD: On Friday, Nov. 21 
and Saturday, Nov. 22, the Rams Repertory Com-
pany premiered their drama show “Hooray for Holly-
wood” in room 601.  

Drama         

Students Steal 

the Show  

By Christine Keung 

 Lights! Camera! Action! 
“Hooray for Hollywood,” pre-
sented by the Rams Repertory 
Company, premiered on Friday, 
November 1 in theatre 601.  

 Set in the fictional Tho-
mas Jefferson High School, 
“Hooray for Hollywood” depicts 
the drama behind the school film 
festival. It follows the dreams 
and aspirations of each drama 
student as they vie for a scholar-
ship to UCLA. The play’s leading 
female is Nina Quinn, a shy, 
sweet girl who is secretly in love 
with her best friend 
Bruce Phillips who 
is not so secretly 
infatuated with the 
s c h o o l  d r a m a 
queen Debbie Van 
Zandt who is dating 
the rich and hand-
some Todd Holden.  

 I thought 
the casting was 
brilliant and the students pulled 
off their roles wonderfully. Each 
character had an attitude of its 
own. Although I lost track of eve-
rybody’s names halfway through 
the play, I remembered each 
character’s individual persona. 
Even though the leads did a 

great job, I personally felt that the supporting ac-
tresses stole the show. Dramatic Allison de Mornay 
blew the crowd away with her rapid fast interpreta-
tional monologue of Scarlet O’Hara from “Gone 

with the Wind.” I also appreciated sassy 
Nina Quinn who played a murderer in 
Holden’s film entry.  

 “Hooray for Hollywood” is defi-
nitely my favorite drama performance to 
date. It has comedy, romance, drama, 
suspense, and intrigue. It portrayed the 
ups and downs of filmmaking from cast-
ing the right people to sabotaging your 
opponents. I enjoyed the many popular 
media references and spoofs. I also 

liked how Nina’s fantastical dream about Bruce 
was reenacted with a silent movie.  

 The Rams Repertory Company did 
a superb job making this play. The audi-
ence was very involved throughout the 
play, gasping, whistling, and sighing over 
each performance. Definitely two thumbs 
up!  

Nomination 
Process for 
March 2009 

Election 
Begins  

By Matthew Wong 

 The filing period 
for the position of City 
Councilmember has be-
gun in Temple City ac-
cording to City officials.  
 Four individuals 
have pulled papers, in-
cluding the two incum-
bents up for re-election. 
City Clerk of Temple City 
Mary Flandrick has al-
ready confirmed that 
Councilman Ken Gilland-
ers is qualified as a can-
didate.  
 In March 2009, 
Temple City voters will 
cast ballots for individu-
als they want to see 
serve in local govern-
ment. There are two 
seats open on the City 
Council. Both Gillanders 

Continued on Page 3 

News Brief: With a $27.8 billion 

budget shortfall, Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger and legislative leaders met to discuss a 
tripling of the state's vehicle license tax in 
return for a $4 billion cut this year and a 
placement of a spending cap. 

 Sacramento Bee  
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Board Opens Bidding Process for Roof Repairs at La Rosa  

By Chris Du 

 When students and staff at La Rosa Elemen-
tary School return from Winter Break, they could find 
themselves under newly repaired roofs.  

 On Wednesday, November 19, the Temple City 
Board of Education 
voted to begin the 
bidding process for 
renovation of the 
roofs at La Rosa. 
District officials note 
that the repairs 
could begin during 
the Winter Break, a 
time when students 
are not in school for 
two weeks. 

 The School 
Board was asked to 
authorize the bidding 
process for both La 

Rosa Elementary and Cloverly Elementary on Wednes-
day night. The “roofing” project was estimated to cost 
around $330,000.  

 Because of fiscal tightening at the state level, 
the School Board debated whether to open the bidding 
process to both schools. Board members ultimately 
prioritized La Rosa Elementary over Cloverly Elemen-
tary.  

 Cloverly Elementary, as well as other schools 
do not need to worry though. School Board President 
Joe Walker promised that contracts to amend the roofs 
at other Temple City Unified School District (TCUSD) 
schools will occur “very soon.”  

 “These roofs are in desperate need of replace-
ment,” warned Dale Shaffer, Director of Maintenance 
and Operations, at the previous School Board meeting.  

 Shaffer pushed hard for the School Board to fix 
the roofs of the schools during Winter Break when it 
seemed like the California budget crisis would convince 
the Board of Education not to act. TCUSD is expected 
to lose a minimum of $1.8 million dollars from the state.  

 The Temple City School Board became aware 
of the roofing issue at District schools on November 12.  

 District officials stated that existing roofs, espe-
cially at La Rosa Elementary, Cloverly Elementary, and 
Temple City High School, where the problems are the 
most severe, had accumulated eighteen to twenty 
years worth of damage. Age and a poor flat design had 

created conditions such as excessive “ponding.”  

 “While maintenance may not be very glamorous, 
it is a vital part of the functions of the District” com-
mented Joe Walker in an e-mail to the Temple City 
Voice. “If we have unsafe buildings with water leaking 
inside, how can teachers teach and students learn?”  

 School Board Clerk Matt Smith, who was absent 
on Wednesday, had also stressed the importance at a 
previous School 
Board meeting. 
“Roofing must be a 
major focal point for 
[the District] Facility 
Master Plan” de-
clared Smith.  

 Despite a 
proposed spending 
cut on education by California Governor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger of $2 to $4 billion dollars, the “roofing” project 
will move forward.  

 “The funds for these repairs will come from a 
budget we have set aside for this purpose” noted 
Walker.  

 On a separate item, School Board members 
stated a quarter of the computers of each school would 
be upgraded each year. The upgrades include specially 
made $3000 Macintosh computers for the special edu-
cation program. In addition, document cameras will soon 
be replacing the old overheads used in many class-
rooms.  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ivy Vuong. 

Exemptions Added to Moratorium  
By Sophia Chang 

 The City Council of Temple City unanimously 
approved two proposed exemptions, by first reading, to 
the business moratorium on Tuesday, August 5, 2008.  

 The first exemption would allow 
non-sales tax producing businesses to 
move into second floor units. The sec-
ond exception permits those same busi-
nesses to operate in areas of less than 
1000 square feet.  

 Under an adopted city law, all 
businesses since April 1 must provide 
50% of sales tax of its businesses ser-
vices in order to move into Temple City. The moratorium 
affects all areas on Las Tunas Drive between Rowland 
Avenue and Sultana Avenue. Existing businesses are 
not affected by it.  

 The moratorium, approved by a 4-1 vote in April 

2008, has attracted opposition from a growing number 
of business owners and the Temple City Chamber of 
Commerce. Despite its unpopularity, it was extended 
for 10 ½ months in May 2008. Councilman Fernando 
Vizcarra was the sole individual to vote against the 

moratorium twice.  

 On July 15, City Manager Charles R. 
Martin stated, “I think the moratorium as we 
have studied it can be improved upon.”  

 At the Planning Commission meeting 
on July 22, the Planning Commission voted 
unanimously to reform the current business 
moratorium. They passed their recommenda-

tion to the City Council.  

 Tuesday’s vote is one step closer to maintain a 

moratorium on non-retail businesses without abolishing 

it. The City Council must officially approve the ordi-

nance a second time before the new exemptions be-

come law.  

March 2009 Election Deadline is December 8  

Continued from Page 1 

Source: City of Temple City 

and Mayor Cathé Wilson have expressed interest in seeking another term.  
 Individuals who have pulled papers include Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Tom Chavez, Mayor Wilson, Councilman Gillanders, and 
Samuel Tyre.  
 The filing period opened on November 10 and the dead-
line to file is December 8, 2008. 
 
 
Picture: Councilman Ken Gillanders is seeking another four-year term as 
Councilmember of Temple City.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 17) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

STAFF COLUMN  
THE WILL-BE EARTHQUAKE 

November 25 Planning Commission  
   Meeting 

   Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 
 

  27 Thanksgiving 

 

December  2 City Council Meeting 

   Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

 

   Holiday Strings Concert 

   TCHS Gym @ 7 P.M. 

 

  7  Lights on Temple City 

  Temple City Park @ 3 P.M.  

 They talk about it here in California. After all, 
we're situated smack on top the grand San Andreas 
Fault. You'd expect that in the epicenter of some of 
the most powerful earthquakes in the world that we'd 
be a little more cautious. Nah. We still stroll under 
telephone lines and drill into the ground. 

 California resides on the hem of the Pacific 
and American plates, a smorgasbord of subduction 
and grinding. Warnings of a 7.8 earthquake pop up 
here, with veiled threats of Los Angeles rumbling like 
jelly and interstates snapping like sticks. Others, like 
me, are oblivious to the growling of the ground, but 
hey, no one bothered to inform us of much. "An earth-
quake's coming to California!?" 

 No details the overcrowding of hospitals, in-
abilitone explains earthquakes, specifically where or 
when they'll occur, or what to do in the aftermath. My 
response to an earthquake is to duck under flimsy bar-
gain-bin desks that already rock with the weight of 
textbooks. No one warns against flicking on light 
switches or huddling beneath bookshelves. It's com-
mon sense they say. 

 California quake scientists predict a 7.8 quake 
exploding for 200 miles, circling Palmdale and north-
ern downtown L.A. The report y to fight fires, and get 
this- Santa Ana Winds. If the earthquake does not kill 
us, infernos fed by fans will melt us. Earthquake shel-
ters seem a bit half-baked when smoke's choking the 
air around us. 

 The government fails to properly prepare its 
citizens against the event of an earthquake. No shel-
ters or response areas are designated; no resources 
are deemed to be immediately available; no access to 
the outside world after. 

 For such a pending disaster the tempest is 
sure calm. An earthquake that can level California is 
treated with the regard of say, a new episode of a T.V. 
show- important, but not life-threatening if missed. 
How bitterly ironic. 

 Until someone does something, this ambiguity 
of action will shake our worlds like the 1906 San Fran-
cisco earthquake- 3,000 dead, 28,000 homes burned 
or collapsed, and $400 million in damages. Worried, 
Californians? I sure am. 

Randy 


