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DDSLC DEDICATION: On Monday, November 24, 
the Dr. Doug Sears Learning Center was officially 
dedicated in honor of Dr. Sears, the founder and   
former principal. Sears retired from the District this 
year.        Photo: TCUSD  

Opinion: The Reminder of Terrorism 

By Leslie Wu 

 After the onslaught of terror in the September 11
 

terrorist attacks, citizens worldwide have been reminded of 
the shocking “Age of Terrorism” in which we all live in. 

 The United States has gone seven years without 
any major terrorist attacks within American soil and with 
Obama‟s promise to withdraw American troops from Iraq 
by 2010, citizens are slowly beginning to distance them-
selves from the horrors of terrorism. But that easiness will 
be put into question as the Obama administration will face 

its international crisis in the Mumbai terrorist attacks. 

 On Wednesday, November 26, terrorists initiated 
a series of attacks that devastated Mumbai, India‟s finan-
cial stronghold. Iconic landmarks including the Taj Mahal 
Palace were afflicted with shootings and bombings, killing 
at least 125 people and injuring 
327 others. Indian natives have 

Temple City High School’s Shot at Fame 
By Sophia Chang 

 The talent show at the gym of Temple City 
High School on the night of November 21, was a phe-
nomenal performance that showcased the abilities of 
Temple City‟s rising stars.  

Giving the opening performance, 
Tianyi Cheng, clad in a formal suit, be-
gan with a classic piano piece.  

 Following, Amber Willard‟s 
song was the first vocal performance of 
the night. With her remarkably high 
voice and shimmering black dress, she 
set a tough precedent for the other vo-
cals follow with her heavenly tune 
“Angel”.  

 When Amber first appeared, 
she was seated gracefully on a stool in center stage, 

but when the tune picked up beat after the first chorus, 
she arose and paced around the stage, elevating with 
the music. 

The next singer, however, did not let the first suc-
cess overpower her performance, and gave an equally 

passionate one. Ariana Barret first appeared 
before the audience as a dark silhouette amidst 
a turquoise backdrop; then she took the spot-
light.  

 The petite girl, clad in jeans, had hardly 
begun her song when she hesitated. “I‟m 
sorry,” she apolo-
gized for her balk, 
but the audience 
was already won 
over and encour-
aged her to go on. 

News Brief: Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger reminds Califor-
nia we might run short of cash as 
soon as late February, which 
means that the state would have 
to lay off state employees and 
issue IOUS.  

 Sacramento Bee  Continued on Page 2 

Continued on Page 3 
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Talent Show Gives Students “A Shot at Fame” 
Continued from Page 1 

Then the audience witnessed a transformation from 
timidity to bursting confidence. “Say yes I will, yes I 
can, „cause I am a Superwoman.” A strong, resonating 
voice carried these verses throughout the entire gym. 

Water polo player/composer Jeffery Bassette then 
brought to us a riveting piano performance dedicated to 
the senior class of ‟09 and his fellow water polo team-
mates. “I was clueless about what I would be perform-
ing only 48 hours ago,” he admitted to the audience.  

According to his onstage confession, the reality  
was that his water polo season was over, high school 
life was nearing its end, and his nostalgia and strong 
bond with his friends inspired him to compose his song. 

The show then took a sharp turn in its ambi-
ence—Andi Lu and Brooke took center stage with a hip 
hop dance with songs from various popular artists. 
Their moves were snappy and clear, and completely 
unhesitant, and their countenances and wardrobe, con-
sisting of matching tutus and mini vests, displayed the 
same confidence. 

Nick Der then appeared in his bright red cardigan, 
and seated himself at the piano. He took the room with 
his very first chord, struck with a theatrical tango head-
twist to the right. His movements were fluid and dy-

namic; he put as much emotion 
into his piece as possible. The per-
formance concluded with yet an-
other tango head-twist amidst roar-
ing applause. 

 Act Two began with Han-
nah Mousa singing the classic 
“Over the Rainbow”, a song written 
just for soft, lyrical voices like hers. 
A rainbow illuminated the backdrop 
as she sung, and the entire room 

was cast under a spell. Her simple blouse and jeans 
only added to the relaxing effect her song had on the 
audience. 

 Christian Goin and Elizabeth Hawkins, then 
performed “Hear you me” by Jimmy Eat World. The 
pair‟s voices were in sync throughout the slow song, 
and although they started out nervously, having each 
other on stage seemed to quell their nervousness by 
the second chorus.  

 There was then a “surprise performance” from 
Sarah Lazatin. A petite figure, she startled the audi-
ence with her undeniably strong voice that rivaled that 
of the original singer, Beyonce, as she encouraged the 

audience to “stand up for love”. At no point did her char-
ismatic demeanor falter, at no point did she allow any 
self-doubt to tarnish her performance. 

Hannah Hoague then 
lugged a weighty accordion 
onstage to perform the clas-
sic Rhapsody in Blue by 
George Gershwin. While 
one hand played out the 
main chords of the piano, 
her other hand pulled and 
tugged, commanding the 
symphony of an entire orchestra. 

It was amazing how one girl could summon the 
same amount of intensity that an orchestra could, and 
although her fingers stumbled a few times, she would 
always glance up and smile, regain her composure, and 
continue on her way. 

The talent show ended with another hip hop per-
formance by Cassie Yang, Joanna Amores, and Katie 
Nguyen. Their dance consisted of a hip hop mix with 
several songs used in previous cheer performances. 
Chairs were even used as props for a brief chest-
popping move. 

Concluding the eleven performances, the first, sec-
ond, and third place winners were announced. First went 
to Sarah Lazatin, second to Nick Der, and third to Han-
nah Hoague. The talent show definitely provided each 
performer with their “shot at fame.”  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

City Debates Options for Alpha-Beta Property  

By Matthew Wong   

 The property on the corner of Woodruff Avenue 
and Temple City Boulevard, also known as the Alpha-
Beta property, has been vacant for years.  

 On Tuesday, August 19, 2008, Temple City 
Community Development and Housing Authority 
(CDHA) Chairman Cathé Wilson opened discussed over 
the Alpha-Beta lot. Authority members also debated 
over how the City could resolve the problem.  

 The City Council, also members of the CDHA, 
has attempted to encourage the owners of the Alpha-
Beta property to develop or have the City develop the 
land.  

 In April 2008, property owners Karena Chang 
Sujo and Mike Huang stated they were considering de-
veloping a mixed-use project. Other options mentioned 
then included developing the project for senior, low-

income homes, a commercial shopping center (mini-
mall), or a five to six story hotel.  

 During discussion, Authority member Ken Gil-
landers noted the problem was that the City owned a 
block of residential property and the owners would 
want to acquire it and re-zone the land.  

 Authority member Fernando Vizcarra stated he 
felt the owners were open to suggestions. His comment 
was concurred by Authority member Judy Wong.  

 Chairman Wilson noted she did not want to sell 
the City property and lose the public parking lot for de-
velopment.  

 The Community Development and Housing 

Authority ultimately directed Joe Lambert, Community 

Development Manager, to contact the owners and be-

gin new discussion.  

described the terrorist attackers as “foreign looking” and 
“fair skinned.” 

 The inadvertent initiation of racial profiling has 
subconsciously caused anyone who dons a turban, dark 
skin, or Middle Eastern features to be quickly held into 
suspicion. 

 However, these recent attacks have shown that 
the Islamic terrorist network is not limited to a local pro-
file. The popularity of these networks stretch across 
Europe to Asia, attracting men and women who are will-
ing to fight and die for extremist causes. These attacks 
are a gripping reminder that terrorism is significant be-

yond American borders and that the heinous crime is 
beyond the Taliban and al Qaeda. 

 To many Americans, these international at-
tacks may seem distant and unimportant. They may 
even be a source of reassurance in knowing that Amer-
ica is no longer being targeted for terrorist attacks. 

 However, if anything, the attacks on Mumbai 
are a frightening warning of the frequency of terrorism. 
As a country and as a significant world power, we may 
be affected at any given time. How prepared will we be 
when these attacks do finally occur and when our 
guard is down? 

Opinion: Terrorist Attacks on Mumbai, India 
Continued from Page 1 
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Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 
publication, please recycle the paper. Let‟s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 18) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 

December  7  Lights on Temple City 

  Temple City Park @ 3 P.M. 
 

  9 Oak Holiday Concert 
   Oak Gym @ 7 P.M. 

 

  10  Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 

 

  16 City Council Meeting 

   Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

 

  19 Minimum Day 

  Temple City High School  

 “It‟s the most wonderful time of the year.” All I 
hear are the Christmas carols playing non-stop on the 
radio. It is indeed the “most wonderful time of the 
year.” For me, at least, and I hope it is yours as well. 

 Why do I love this holiday season so much? 
I‟m sure many others can agree with me. With 
Thanksgiving just passing by and Christmas coming 
up, what‟s not to love? During Thanksgiving, my family 
always has massive family gatherings and large family 
dinners, which are definitely pluses. The family gather-
ings provide time for family bonding and the family 
dinners are too good to be true. Huge ten pound tur-
keys filled with stuffing; what more could you ask for? 

 Now that Thanksgiving has passed, it is time 
to look forward to the best holiday of the year: Christ-
mas! As a child I loved singing Christmas tunes in the 
car. It didn‟t matter whether the radio was on or not, I 
would sing with or without it. It didn‟t matter who was 
in the car, I sang whether it was crowded with 7 peo-
ple or if it was just my mom and me. It‟s not secret that 
I still do sing Christmas carols, no matter where I am. 

 One of my favorite Christmas family traditions 
is setting up the Christmas tree and hanging up 
Christmas lights around the house. When my brother 
and I were in elementary school, we made numerous 
Christmas ornaments, to this day, my mom has kept 
them every single one. I mean, every single one. So 
every single year, we dig up the ornaments from our 
huge cardboard box and hang them up on the tree, no 
matter how immature or unattractive they look.  

 On Christmas Day, almost every single child, 
if not all of them, is excited about the presents under 
the tree, and I must say, deep down inside, I am one 
of those children. I‟m not normally one to be spoiled, 
but for this occasion, it‟s a different story. My birthday 
is relatively close to Christmas, so relatives shower 
me with double the presents! 

 Oh, this is my favorite season, my favorite 
holiday, my favorite time to be with family and friends. 
But as I grow up, I see less and less families partici-
pating in the Christmas spirit. Let‟s increase the 
Christmas cheer this year in Temple City. Let‟s sing 
Christmas carols until we can‟t sing anymore, let‟s 
drink hot chocolate until we can‟t drink anymore, let‟s 
celebrate Christmas until we can‟t celebrate anymore. 

Jessilyn 


