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BACCALAUREATE: Temple City High School      
seniors held their Baccalaureate at St. Luke’s Church, 
on Sunday, June 14, 2009. The non-denominational 
ceremony included speeches from fellow students 
and teachers. 

„09 Graduates to Get 

Red Carpet Treatment 
By Katie Brown 

While other California Schools often send senior 
graduates to theme parks for post-graduation celebrations, 
Temple City will once more follow its own sixteen-year tra-
dition and host “Grad Nite” held on the high school campus.  

This more centralized event allows graduates a 
safe, supervised ground for festivities and camaraderie. 
The event will take place on Friday, June 19 and will run 
from 10 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. the following morning. 

With the glamorous theme “I Love L.A.,” 2009 
graduates will be granted full red-carpet treatment, enjoying 
entertainment, an all-you-can-eat buffet, and a hypnotist 
show. They will not be permitted to leave campus until the 
event is over. 

Opinion: Lagging Behind in Technology 
By Leslie Wu 

 Pop culture is becoming more technology 
driven, with services like Twit-
ter and Facebook emerging 
from every corner.  

 But underneath this 
glorified façade, American 
technology is lagging far be-
hind its foreign counterparts. 
That goes to say a lot.  

 Over the years, e-mail 
has replaced the traditional 
“paper to pen” method of tran-
scribing and writing letters. 
Many businesses now depend 
on intranet networking to relay data across their respec-
tive branches all over the country, perhaps even 

around the world. 

 In Japan, broadband internet speeds are easily 
ten times of what is offered by American cable 
companies, which offer the quickest speeds in the 
American broadband market. The crisp high-speed 
broadband image made possible by improved 
technology quickly dwarf the grainy and slower 
images Americans encounter. 

 The bullet trains offered in Asia and in 
Europe, which boast speeds of up to 300 miles per 
hour, are also 
quick to mock 
the American 
Amtrak system.  

 Though 
given the moniker 

“Grad Nite” on Page 3 

News Brief: California state   

legislators have yet to approve a budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year, failing to do 
so by the constitutional deadline of June 
15. If lawmakers are unable to close the 
$24 billion budget deficit, there is a 
chance the state may issue IOUs.  

Sacramento Bee  “Technology” on Page 2 
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City Council Selects Avant Garde  
By Randy Shun     

 The City Council of Temple 
City chose Avant Garde to be its 
economic development and redevel-
opment consulting firm at a special 
city council meeting on Monday, 
March 23, 2009.  

 Avant Garde, an economic 
development consulting firm, was 
one of three consultants present at 
the meeting. Buxton and Urban Fu-
tures, a firm that had worked with 
Temple City in the past, were also 
considered.  

 “The target audience is an 
attractive couple walking their dog 
along the streets of Temple City, “ 
stated Robert Paz, program director 
for Avant Garde. 

 Avant Garde hopes to incor-
porate three phases in their proposal 
submitted to city hall: commercial 
revitalization, increase the tax base 
and conduct a feasibility study of the 

project expansion area. Paz com-
mented that the Alpha Beta site, Al-
bertsons, K-Mart, the intersection of 
Rosemead Boulevard and the down-
town as areas of opportu-
nity.  

 “We want to 
make the Chamber [of 
Commerce] go ninety 
miles an hour,” said Paz.  

 Paz‟s goal also 
includes arts and culture, 
as well as businesses 
opening pass 6 and 7 
p.m.  

 “We want everyone to know 
exactly what we do,” he pledged.  

 In January 2009, the previ-
ous City Council voted to preliminar-
ily hire Avant Garde after they made 
a presentation to the council. Coun-
cilmembers had decided to give the 
firm 30 days to come up with a more 
detailed proposal.  

 At the 
special city 
council meet-
ing, the new 
council and 
City Manager 
Charles R. 
Martin inquired 
about addi-

tional parking, open spaces and emi-
nent domain.     

 “We need some change,” 
stated Martin.  

 M a y o r  P r o 
Tempore Fernando Viz-
carra added, “We need 
a consultant to tell us 
how we fix the whole 
darn thing.”  

 In response to 
some of the questions 
posed by the city coun-

cil, Avant Garde stated approxi-
mately 40 percent of Temple City 
residents are foreign-born, 75 per-
cent of which come from Asia. Paz 
also noted that eminent domain 
would be “absolutely the last resort.”  

 “They have done their home-
work” said councilman Tom Chavez, 
who supported the council hiring 
Avant Garde. Chavez was one of two 
councilmembers elected in March.  

 After additional deliberation, 
the City Council voted 4-1 to hire 
Avant Garde. Councilman Vincent 
Yu, who supported hiring Avant 
Garde, voted against the proposal 
because he insisted on giving the 
other firms adequate time to make 
their presentation.  
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Continued from Page 1 

“train”, Amtrak is anything but – with its frequent 
stops and a metal shell seemingly reminiscent of a 
train, Amtrak is nothing more than an underground 
bussing system. 

 It is a wonder as to why our train system has 
not become mainstream, especially in an environ-
ment and economy desperate for more dependence 
on public transportation.   

“Avant Garde” on Page 3 
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ava Cheng. 

2009 Grad Nite Set to be Amazing 

Continued from Page 1 

Publicity Chair of the event, 
Karen Scauzillo, led fundraisers to pro-
vide extra funds for the “huge under-
taking” at hand. 

“I worked with the committee 
during the year,” Scauzillo said, “and 
we got the word out about fundraisers, 

various events, and volunteer op-
portunities.” 

The theme also required 
extensive development, both in the 
idea stage and further bringing it to 
life. 

 “The Grad Nite 
theme last year was 
„Hollyweird,‟” Scauzillo 
added. “The practical 
idea is to develop a 
theme somewhat re-
lated to the previous 
year so you can 
reuse some of 
t h e  p r ops . 
[Grad Night] 
requires a lot of 
p r o p s  a n d 
backgrounds, 
as well as an 
e n o r m o u s 
a m o u n t  o f 
money.” 

 K a r e n 
participated in 
the creation of props 
that could not be re-
used. 

 “It‟s a ton of 
work,” Scauzillo admit-
ted, “because we start 
meeting in September 

and we start working in January. On 
Saturdays and Wednesday nights, 
we have work parties where make 
props and decorations.”  

While graduate guests can-
not view the high school‟s decora-
tions beforehand, public tours will be 
available from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. the 
same day. They are $2 per person 
and grant a full walkthrough and 
complete viewing of the school‟s al-
terations.  

Soon-to-be graduating sen-
iors have been ex-
cited for the event 
for some time. 

“I‟m pumped,” sen-
ior Ramandeep 
Kaur said. “It 
should be fun. It‟s 
like a last get-
together with your 
senior friends; ones 
you [might] never 
see again. It seems 
like it will be really 

exciting. I can‟t want to hang out with 
my friends.‟” 

With all the planning, secre-
tiveness, and resulting anticipation, 
Grad Nite 2009 is sure to be a suc-
cess: a night to remember. 

 

 The previous City Council had made sev-
eral attempts to improve Temple City‟s economic 
state during the past twelve months.  

 In June 2008, the council approved the 
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) pro-
posal, lobbied by the Temple City Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 The council also attempted a moratorium 
on non-retail businesses in April 2008, only to dis-
mantle it in September.  

 In December 2008, the council then voted 
to join the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partner-
ship (SGVEP), a regional economic organization. 
Membership with the SGVEP cost Temple City 
$5000.   

 City Manager Martin, in his weekly report 
on March 26, 2009, wrote, “It is hoped that with 
the help of [Avant Garde], we will be able to find 
and implement the „stepping stones‟ to a better 
and more successful Las Tunas Drive and other 
business centers.”  

Avant Garde Chosen 
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2009 Grad Nite Logo 



 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 

publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 41) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

June  19 TCHS Commencement 

   North Field @ 7 P.M.  
 

   Grad Nite 

   TCHS 10 P.M. - 6 A.M. 
 

  21 Father’s Day 

 

  23    Planning Commission MTG 

    Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

 
  24 Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 
 

July   6 Special City Council MTG 

Matthew 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE? 
 The city of Temple City has received a lot of 
publicity lately.  

 With a lot happening, it can be easy to     
overlook the fact that tonight, over five hundred      
students at Temple City High School (TCHS) will be 
receiving their diplomas.  

 Among the future graduates are three staff 
members of the Temple City Voice: Melanie Thi, our 
Assistant Editor-in-Chief, Angela Wen and Jason Wu.  

 This year, Thi, Wen and Wu, have            
contributed to their community by volunteering their 
time to report on the various events and news       
affecting Temple City. In addition, both Thi and Wu 
had been involved with the planning of a second  
candidates‟ forum co-sponsored by the Voice and 
Junior State of America (JSA) in January.  

 While it is true that all TCHS students need 
to fulfill a community service requirement (100 hours) 
prior to becoming eligible for graduation, many past 
and current staff members have continued to serve 
above and beyond what is mandated. And for that, I 
am truly thankful. 

 Like those who have walked, the students of 
the TCHS class of 2009 are probably feeling a bit   
anxious, joyful and sad. Graduation often marks the 
end of the status quo, and for some, that means   
childhood. But more importantly, graduation is the 
start of an unknown future, the beginning of         
adulthood.  

 To those of the class of 2009, consider the 
following question as you go from high school       
student to high school graduate: What is your       
purpose in life?  

 Consider this, because your purpose defines 
what you do, and what you do, defines who you are.  

 You are about to embark on a new path. You 
will make mistakes. You will succeed and you will fail. 
But at the end of life‟s journey, the most important 
thing is not riches, power or celebrity, but who you 
are.  

 Congratulations class of 2009, you made it!  

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice will not be  

publishing on June 26, 2009.  


