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„09: It‟s Their 
Time to Shine 

By Christine Keung  

 Family and friends packed the bleachers of the 
high school football field to watch the graduating class of 
2009 take the next steps in their lives.  

 The Senior Service, Dragonflicks, and Associated 
Student Body (ASB) passed out programs, collected flow-
ers and balloons, and set up the chairs on the field as well 
as the technical equipment.  Student and teacher honor 
guards led the seniors out on the field.  

 The ASB vice president, Susan Deng started the 
ceremony by leading the flag salute.  This was then fol-
lowed by the ASB president, 

Opinion: The Brain Is Like A  
Computer. It Isn't One. 

By Jessica Liu 

 In 1901, the average life expectancy in 
the United States was 47 years. In 2003, it was 
77.6. In 2045, it may be forever.   

 As fantastical as such a notion may 
seem, it has enjoyed extensive media coverage 

lately, largely 
through the 
profiling of fu-
turist Ray Kurz-
weil.  

 A 
prominent inventor and 
computer scientist, 

Kurzweil has spun a prediction of the future that seems 
more the stuff of Asimov than of probable reality—that by 

the middle of this century, the tech-
nology will exist for humans to 
“transcend biology by merging with 
technology” (Newsweek).  

 The human consciousness, 
embedded in a silicon chip; Kurweil 
calls this instant “The Singularity”. 
We would refer to it more casually 
as “immortality”.    

 The benefits of being a cy-
borg are tempting; certainly, supe-

rior intelligence and invulnerability 

News Brief: Budget cuts and 

increased fuel costs could cut off bus 
services for students in certain school 
districts. This would reduce state 
school transportation spending by 20 
percent, to $496 million. However, the 
budget cuts will not affect special 
education transportation funding.  

Sacramento Bee  

“Graduation” on Page 2 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: Since Temple City is one of 
the few cities that still legally allows fireworks, many 
residents hosted family barbeque parties and bought 
large amounts of fireworks in order to celebrate   
America’s 233rd birthday.  

“Brain” on Page 2 
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TCHS‟ Seniors No Longer 

Continued from Page 1 

to disease would be very much ap-
preciated. Human progress would 
remain perpetually in the J-curve 
section of its exponential increase.  

 We could watch shoots age 
into Redwood forests, swim across 
the Pacific, learn the 2000+ lan-
guages spoken in Africa, all without 
regard to physical frailty or the fore-

boding ache of wasted time. 

 The opposition? Well, 
the life insurance industry sure 
won't be happy (especially 
since it accounts for 5% of na-
tional GNP, the economy 
probably won't be either).  

 And how would we de-
fine life 
w i t h o u t 
its conse-
quences? 
A jail 
sentence 
would be 
s h o r t e r 
relative to 
e t e r n i t y 
than the literal 
ones on this 
paper to War 
and Peace.  

 Som e 
may be moti-
vated to claim 
the knowledge 
of the world, 
while others 
d e g e n e r a t e 
into lives of 
o v e r i n d u l -
gence. Why 
not play with 

fire, drop out, and get high?  

 That 
melted hand 
can be re-
placed in the 
m o r n i n g , 
and educa-
tion can wait 
for another 
century or 
two. 

 I n 
the mean-
time, we can 
exper iment 
wi th  as 
many people 
as wanted, 

hunting for spouses, for richer or for 
poorer, in rust and in malfunction, to 
love and to cherish, til meltdown do 
us part. 

 That this is a possible future 
and not just another dystopian novel 
is disconcerting. In fifty years, I may 
e x i s t  a s  a  c h i p . 

 But I descend into frenzied 
neuroticism when my computer is 
infected with trojans. I can't imagine 
the psychological damage it would 
do were someone to break into my 
room one night and hack my brain. 
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Humans Becoming Cyborgs?  

Continued from Page 1 

Crystal Tung’s speech.  Senior Class 
president, Christine Wang also 
spoke, followed by a performance by 
the BrighterSide Singers.  

 Salutatorian Michelle Leong 
and valedictorian Paras Savla pre-
sented their messages to the gradu-
ating class. Principal Mary Jo Fossel-
man King shared a poem as her gift 
to the seniors before awarding them 

with their diplomas. 

 When the last diploma was 
handed out, the ’09 graduates tossed 
their caps up into the air to celebrate 
the end of their high school careers.  

 Senior class vice president 
Jason Fujioka gave the dismissal 
and the sea of green and gold robes 
dispersed towards the bleachers, 
towards their family and friends. 

 With cameras flashing left 
and right, the graduates accepted 
flowers and congratulations from 
their friends and families. Even 
though many hugs were given and 
tears were shed, they knew that it 
was not time for final good-byes yet. 
The class of 2009 still had grad night 
to look forward to and the rest of 
summer before moving into college 
dorms.  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Jason Alvin Wu 

Second “Public Comments” Period Returns 
By Randy Shun  

 Residents will now be able to 
address the City Council at the begin-
ning and near the end of each city 
council meeting. 

 On Tuesday, 
April 7, 2009, the City 
Council voted 4-0-1 
to insert a second 
“public comments” 
section. Mayor Pro 
Tempore Fernando 
Vizcarra was absent. 

 The City Council had three 
options to consider. 

 One, the City Council could 
leave the “public comments” section at 
the end of the agenda. Two, the coun-
cil could move the “public comments” 
section to the beginning of the agenda. 
Or, three, the City Council could have 
two “public comments” periods, one at 
the beginning and one near the end of 
each council agenda. 

 According to city staff, the city 
council agenda previously had dedi-
cated two “public comments” periods, 
but one was eliminated beginning May 
2006. 

 Dan Arrighi, then a city coun-
cilman, brought the item back to the 
city council’s attention in August 2006. 

Arrighi sought to reinstate the old 
system with two “public com-
ments” section. 

 The former City Council 
did not agree with Arrighi’s sug-

gestion and voted 3-
2 to maintain the 
system with one 
“public comments” 
period. Arrighi and 
then councilwoman 
Judy Wong both 
voted in favor of two 
periods, while cur-

rent councilman David Capra 
voted with the majority to have 
only one period. 

 At Tuesday’s city council 
meeting, councilman 
Capra explained that 
the previous City 
Council voted to 
have one “public 
comments” section 
because a lot of resi-
dents were making 
repetitive comments, 
especially as the City 
Council was debat-
ing the “Piazza Las 
Tunas,” now known 
as the “Piazza at 
Temple City” proposal. 

 Councilman Vincent Yu, 

who placed the “public comments” 
item on the agenda, noted there 
were advantages to having two 
“public comments” sections. Yu 
stated that residents would not have 
to wait until the end of a meeting to 
voice an opinion. 

 Yu’s point was echoed by 
Linda Payne, President and Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Tem-
ple City Chamber of Commerce. 

 Temple City resident Mary 
Burke, who had urged the previous 
City Council to keep two “public 
comments” sections in 2006, stated 
thoughts about agenda items some-
times occurred as the meeting pro-
gressed. Burke added that when the 

previous City Council 
removed a section, she 
felt the council wanted to 
discourage residents 
from speaking. 

 Without much 
opposition, the City 
Council, including coun-
cilman Capra, voted to 
add a second section. 

 Existing restric-
tions, such as a 20-
minute limit per item and 

a 5-minute speaking limit per per-
son, will remain. 



 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 

publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 42) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

July  10 Rabies Clinic 

   Temple City Park 

 

  15 “Sounds of Summer”  
   Concert in the Park 

  Temple City Park @ 7 P.M. 

 

  17 Movies in the Park (Free) 

   Live Oak Park @ 8 P.M. 

 

  21 City Council Meeting 

  Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
SIMPLE HOSPITALITY 

 A couple weeks ago, I attended a youth camp 
with my church, along with several other sister 
churches located around southern California.  The 
retreat lasted for four days, from Thursday to Sunday.  
It was held at Pine Valley Youth Camp, several miles 
off of San Diego.  

The pastor, Yeathas Johnson, flew over from 
the east coast, from New Jersey, just to speak to us. 
He gave five sessions, each session with a different 
message, but each message still closely related.  

This year, the camp’s theme was 
“Connected,” or in other words “staying connected 
with God.”  He spoke to us about agape love—
unconditional and sacrificial love, the type of love that 
Jesus has for us.  Jesus died for our sins, even 
though He was holy and perfect, He was destined to 
die.  But He rose again, three days later, and that’s 
the reason why Easter is celebrated.  

Pastor Yeathas taught us how to love and 
treat others, by “sacrificing” ourselves.  Not sacrifice 
as in dying like Jesus did, but sacrifice as in giving up 
our own happiness in order to give happiness to oth-
ers.  Like the saying goes, “give, and don’t worry 
about receiving”. God wants us to be a gift and a 
blessing to others because anyone can make a differ-
ence in someone else’s life. I can, and you can too.  

He also told us to appreciate and love others 
while we have them in our lives, because any life can 
be taken away.  Even in the past couple of weeks, 
several celebrities lost their lives.  Although we may 
think it’s unfair to lose a loved one, God has a plan 
and it’s set for everyone.  

During the rest of camp, I was able to form 
strong bonds with my church friends and create new 
friendships with fellow camp-goers.  I tried new things 
and did things I never said I would. I played paintball 
for the first time, and I have to say, it was quite an ex-
perience that I’d love to do again in the near future.  
I’m already anxiously waiting for next year’s youth 
camp.  

I’m not trying to enforce my religious beliefs 
onto you. I just wanted to share what I learned from 
camp. And caring for others does relate to the golden 
rule: “Treat others as you want them to treat you.” It’s 
simple hospitality. And it is nice to have someone care 
once in a while.  

Jessilyn 


