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Opinion: 
Saving 
Natural 

Resources 

By Darren Lai 

 Ever since I regis-
tered to take an SAT test on 
the CollegeBoard website last 
October, I have been receiv-
ing piles of college recruit-
ment letters and e-mails. I 
had not expected that so 
many would come my way.  

 This mail has be-
come a nuisance to 
me as well as to my 
parents. E-mails are 
fairly acceptable be-
cause they can be 
deleted with a click 
of a few buttons, but 
colleges’ paper mail 
is truly wasteful. 

 Paper mail 
does provide useful 
information—a brief 
tour of campus life, 

student to staff ratios, available finan-
cial aid, and other college-related in-
formation.  

 However, printing out a 67-
page booklet (one that I received re-
cently) for every student that allows 
CollegeBoard to disclose their per-
sonal information to various colleges 
around the country is certainly waste-
ful. 

 Not only do colleges only send 
these page-filled booklets once, but 

they send them repeatedly, over and over, 
with the hope that these potential students will 
be enticed to attend the particular college.  

 Not all colleges send giant booklets, 
however, but all the paper used to create 
these booklets produces a large amount of 
waste and it puts many trees to waste. 

 This mays 

Stepping 
in as  

Editor 
Emeritus  

By Jason Alvin Wu 

 The Temple City 
Voice (TCV) is proud to an-
nounce that former editor-in-
chief Margaret Thi has re-
turned to serve as the editor 
emeritus.  

 As editor emeritus, 
Thi will dedicate a portion of 
her time to help run the Voice. 
“Margaret’s job is to basically 
act as an advisor to our high 
school executive staff,” com-
mented Temple City Voice 
founder Matthew Wong.  

 During an online chat 
interview, Wong, also a for-
mer editor-in-chief, described 
Thi as “an outstanding individ-
ual who [possesses] the right 
qualities and experience.”  

 Thi is currently an 
incoming sophomore at the 
University of California, San 
Diego, majoring in psychol-
ogy. 

 She was one of the 
first members to join the 
Voice in July 2006. Originally 
volunteering as a staff writer, 
T h i 

News Brief: Many of California’s 

largest banks, including Bank of America, 
Wells Fargo, and Chase, are refusing to 
accept the state’s registered IOUs and are 
intensifying the state budget crisis by creat-
ing potential cash-flow problems for ven-
dors. The only major banks that accept the 
state-issued IOUs are Citi Bank and Bank 
of the West, at least until further notice.  

Sacramento Bee  

SUMMER CONCERTS IN THE PARK: The City of 
Temple City hosts a free summer concert every 
Wednesday. All concerts begin at 7 p.m. and end 
around 9 p.m. If you are a country rock music fan, 
do not forget to attend the next concert on July 22. 
The band Nitro Express will be performing.  
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Piazza Developer to Submit New Plan  
By Matthew Wong  

 The developer and owner of 
the “Piazza at Temple City” plans to 
submit a new proposal to City Hall 
this month. 

 Randy Wang, who is cur-
rently in a lawsuit against Temple 
City and its city officials, has pro-
posed eliminating the residential 
condominiums in his new plans. In 
addition, Wang plans to have 
McDonalds and Fresh and Easy, a 
grocery store, serve as the lead an-
chors of the commercial property.  

 According to City Manager 
and City Attorney Charles R. Martin, 
the new plan is “a complete re-write 
of the Development Agreement.”  
Martin added, in his weekly City 
Manager’s Report on April 9, 2009, 
that it leaves “out the forfeiture 
clauses and existing breach sec-
tions.”  

 The existing developer’s 

agreement mandates that Wang 
complete the Piazza at Temple City 
mixed-use project by August 23, 
2009.  

 “We can let the process de-
velop through the Planning Commis-
sion,” wrote Martin as one possible 
action for the City Council to take. 
The alternative is to “proceed with a 
settlement conference.”  

 The City Manager and City 
Attorney noted that councilman Vin-
cent Yu had expressed support for 
the alternative action, but in his 
weekly report on April 16, Martin 
revealed there may be no need for a 
settlement conference.  

 If the previous City Council 
is found to have violated Govern-
ment Code 1090, the existing con-
tract with the Piazza developer 
would automatically be void.  

 Government Code 1090 is a 
state conflict-of-interest law that pro-

hibits officials 
from engag-
ing in con-
t rac ts  in 
which they 
have a finan-
cial interest.  

 I n 
S e p t e m b e r 
2008, Randy 
Wang coun-
tersued Tem-
ple City, al-
leging Temple 
City Mayor 
Judy Wong, 
c o u n c i lm a n 
Dave Capra, 
former coun-
c i l w o m a n 
Cathé Wilson 
and former 
city council 
and state as-
sembly candi-

date Scott Carwile, of having solic-
ited bribes.  

 The city of Temple City had 
previously sued Wang in April 2008, 
anticipating a breach in the devel-
oper’s agreement.  

 Wang claims he gave 
Capra, Carwile and Wong $13,000 
in cash during the March 2007 city 
council elections. He also alleges 
Wilson demanded one of the 52 one
-bedroom condominiums. 

 Capra, Carwile and Wong 
have all publicly denied the allega-
tions.  

 The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office-Public In-
tegrity Division has been investigat-
ing the case since last year.  

 The Piazza at Temple City, 
formerly known as the “Temple City 
Galleria” and “Piazza Las Tunas,” 
once promised 52 one-bedroom 
condominiums and a large retail 
center. The project had included a 
proposal for a banquet facility, a 
wish the Temple City community has 
desired for years.  

 Since its initial approval in 
2006, there has been two ground 
breakings and three different con-
struction management firms in 
charge of the project. The developer 
has proposed changes twice before, 
in 2007 and again in 2008.  

 The city of Temple City 
could purchase the 3.7 acre site for 
$5 million, if Wang fails to complete 
the Piazza project by the August 
deadline, assuming the contract re-
mains valid. 

 Regardless, Temple City 
has spent approximately $171,600 in 
legal fees as of April 30, 2009. This 
figure was revealed by Finance Ser-
vices Manager Monica Molina in an 
e-mail to the Temple City Voice.  
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This week’s comic strip was drawn by Ivy Vuong. 

Thi Returns as  
Editor Emeritus 

Continued from Page 1 

soon assumed the role of editor-in-chief during her senior 
year.  

  “I’m basically improving the executive team in terms 
of communication and leadership,” Thi stated, “and we’re 
going through a lot of changes this upcoming year because 
it’s time for a new approach to running TC Voice.”  

  “I think in our previous years, we were really con-
cerned with branching out and we focused more on our in-
teraction within the community, but I don’t think we [paid] 
enough attention to how we interacted as an organization,” 
Thi further explains, “so our main goal is to really improve 
communication within TCV in order to build up our reputa-
tion.” 

 Thi said, “It’ll defi-
nitely be new and improved 
as we begin our fourth year 
as a volunteer newspaper.” 

 Wong has ex-
pressed warm regards for 
Thi’s return. 

 “I’m thrilled that 
Margaret has returned to 
help the Voice,” said Wong, 
“and I think having Margaret 
on board will greatly benefit 
the Voice and its executive staff.”  

 Thi assumed the role of editor emeritus this past 
June and is expected to continue to serve in the position for 
the remainder of the summer.  

Conserving Paper 

Continued from Page 1 

seem like a long stretch, but it is actually not very 
difficult to resolve this huge waste of a natural re-
source.  

 Colleges can replace thick booklets with a 
single piece of 
paper that 
gives details 
such as a web-
site where one 
can find an-
swers to all his 
q u e s t i o n s 
about the col-
leges, similar 
to what is 
posted in col-
lege recruit-
ment e-mails.  

 They can even just eliminate paper mail 
altogether and use only e-mail. This would eliminate 
the need to send in a paper application that is usu-
ally given in a recruitment letter.  

 These suggestions can also be advised to 
the commercial businesses that expend a significant 
amount of paper by sending mail for things such as 
bank statements, utility bills, and advertisements.  

 Following this simple, yet difficult to follow 
advice could save hundreds, thousands, or perhaps 
even millions of dollars for individual companies and 
also countless trees that help us by releasing oxy-
gen in the air.  



 

     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

Temple City Voice 

Temple City Voice encourages the use of recycling. If you are finished with reading this weekly 

publication, please recycle the paper. Let’s save the Earth together!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(Volume 3, Issue 43) 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

July  17 Movies in the Park (Free) 

   Live Oak Park @ 8 P.M. 

 

  21 City Council Meeting 

  Council Chambers @ 7:30 P.M. 

 

  22 “Sounds of Summer” 
   Concert in the Park 
   Featuring Nitro Express 
  Temple City Park @ 7 P.M. 

 

  22 Board of Ed. Meeting 

   District Office @ 7 P.M. 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
BE SMART,  

USE SUNBLOCK 
 This past weekend, my mom went to get a 
facial, and she insisted on having me come along.  So 
I ended up receiving one too.  We walked in and were 
immediately seated.  The lady told me to lie down, and 
she began cleaning my face and massaging it with 
lotion.  

 During the process, she asked me what I use 
to protect my skin.  She specially asked about sun 
block. And she told me “Don’t forget to wear sun block 
whenever you go out.  The sun is your enemy.” 

 Ever since I was a young child, my mom has 
always told me that it’s better to go and play outside  
in the sun instead of staying inside all day, watching 
television or staying on the computer, but according to 
The Skin Cancer Foundation, “more than 90 percent 
of all skin cancers are caused by sun exposure.”   

 Since mid-June, the weather has heated up, 
with highs all the way up to the 90s and even 100s.  It 
definitely feels like summer now.  Be careful when 
you’re spending time in the sun. The Skin Cancer 
Foundation says that “sunscreens are a key weapon 
in the arsenal against the [skin cancer] disease.”   In 
order to protect yourself, you should limit your time in 
the sun, so try spending time in the shade. 

 If that isn’t possible, wear protective clothing, 
like a hat or a visor, and use sun block with a SPF of 
15 or higher. The higher the SPF, the more protection 
it will provide for you against the sun.  For instance, if 
you burn in eight minutes, wearing sun block with a 
SPF of 10 will take you 80 minutes to burn. 

 Anything above SPF 15 is good enough; sun 
block with an SPF of 15 will filter out about 92 percent 
of UVB rays and sun block with an SPF of 50 will filter 
out about 98 percent.  

 Several studies have shown that sunlight can 
prevent cancer and it is a natural, healthy source of 
Vitamin D, which is good for the immune system and 
for bone density. 

 But do keep in mind, too much of a good thing 
can turn into a bad thing.  Keep moderation in mind.  
Spend time in the sun and get a healthy dose of Vita-
min D, but don’t overdo it.  Be sure to use your judg-
ment and be smart about it.  

Jessilyn 


