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School Board Candidate Interview
Preparations
Continue as
’09 Forum
Approaches

School Board
Candidate
Interview:
Kenneth
Knollenberg

The Temple City Voice
and co-sponsor, JSA,
continue to aggressively
promote 2009 candidates’
forum.

B Y C HRIS D U
With just a few
weeks left, both the Temple
City Voice and the Temple
City High School Junior
State of America (JSA) are
making final preparations
for the November 2009
School Board candidates’
forum.
Three candidates,
including the incumbents,
are running for two open
seats. The candidates are
Kenneth Knollenberg, Matt
Smith and Joe Walker.
According
to
Sophia Chang, Temple City
Voice Editor-in-Chief, the
“Preparations” on Page 2

ACADEMIC SUCCESS: Temple City High School
achieves an API score of 867, sixteen points higher
than the previous year.

The Temple City Voice will
be publishing a series of
candidates’ interviews for
the November 2009
School Board election.
This interview is the first of
three we have planned.

City Hall to Open on Fridays
Temple City native Kenneth
In a unanimous vote to expand city services, the Knollenberg is challenging
City Council pushes for City Hall to operate five
two incumbents for a seat
days a week.
on the local School Board.

B Y R ANDY S HUN

B Y L ESLIE W U

Beginning in 2010, the city offices of Temple
City will operate one additional day: Friday.
In August, the City Council renewed discussion on increasing the service hours from the current Monday through Thursday only schedule.

With a degree in civil
engineering, Kenneth Knollenberg identifies two words
with his campaign: strategic
planning.

The new timeline al“City Hall” on Page 2

“Knollenberg” on Page 3
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Oct. 19 is last day
to register to vote

City Hall to open on
Fridays

Continued From Front Page
Continued From Front Page
letters of invitations have already been sent to the
candidates. Candidates were expected to respond by
Friday, October 2.
In the next two weeks, the Temple City Voice
will seek business sponsors for the forum. The JSA,
co-sponsor of the event, has already begun asking for
donations.
Citizens and students will have a chance to
pose questions to the candidates about the important
issues facing the Temple City Unified School District.
The last day to register to vote for the election
is 15 days before the day of a particular election, or
Monday, October 19.
The forum will be separated into two blocks.
The first half will be a general question session, while
the second will be a period when residents can ask
questions and express concerns.
JSA Vice-President Taylor Evanko will be
moderating.
Incumbents Matt Smith and Joe Walker are
both seeking another four-year term. Walker, a crime
analyst and former school board president, was first
elected in 2005. Smith is the current board clerk and
former school board vice-president.
Kenneth Knollenberg, who is challenging the
incumbents, is the third and dark-horse candidate in
the race. Knollenberg, a concerned citizen who attends school board meetings regularly, has expressed
a desire to change the status quos. He previously criticized the local school board for lacking “a clear vision
for the school system.”
The 2009 School Board candidates’ forum,
also the third civic function the JSA and Temple City
Voice have co-hosted in the past two years, will take
place on October 24, 2009. The forum was originally
to take place from 7 to 9 p.m., but has been changed
to take place from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The doors will open at 4:15 p.m. in Room 601
of Temple City High School.
For more information, please contact the Temple City Voice at 626-377-2837 or templecityvoice@yahoo.com.

lows residents to come to
City Hall on Fridays. It keeps
the current closing time at 6
p.m.
New hours will distribute staff over four-day
work cycles. Employees have
the option of working on a
Monday to Thursday or Tuesday through Friday period,
from 7:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Rotation
however, may induce a few problems.

of

staff,

Councilman Tom Chavez raised concerns on
having a limited workforce on Fridays, which may lead to
inefficiency or security issues. But, interim City Manager
Cathy Burroughs claimed rerouting certain departments,
as well as cross-training will resolve both problems.
The changes will take place on January 10, allowing the city to properly inform residents and accommodate the upcoming holiday season.
“I’m leery about waiting until January,” said
councilmember Cynthia Sternquist.
Employment of a part-time clerk on Fridays will
cost less than $4,000 annually, said Burroughs.
Departments with larger staffs will provide the
necessary employees to fill empty positions on Friday.
Associate planners will receive training in dispatching
basic permits, the most understaffed sector.
In response to a potential staffing delay, Mayor
Fernando Vizcarra asserted, “How you do this is not my
business. As long as the staff is responsible, we [the
City Council] don’t need to micromanage.”

CITY HALL OPERATING HOURS
Current: Mondays thru Thursdays, 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.
Revised: Mondays thru Fridays, 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.
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Knollenberg, a Temple City native, has been endorsed by
the local teachers’ union Continued From Front Page
Knollenberg, a Temple City
native, has held positions where he
exercised the importance of strategic planning- essentially, settling
long-term goals, conducting and
studying a series of economic studies, and quality control.
If elected to the school
board, he hopes to “do strategic
planning on a yearly basis to identify
two or three major projects, start
working on detailed plans to solve
those problems and to actually have
indentified what [is] a major problem.”
Having been a regular attendee of school board meetings,
Knollenberg is no newcomer to
school affairs, and still sees areas
that can be improved.
Among these areas, he is
concerned with the lack of detailed
planning and the vague materials
presented to the school board and

administration. He feels that the
board should be able to review past
statistics to measure success and
failure.
Additionally, Knollenberg
emphasizes that there should be
tangible results that in turn identify
problems and help develop proposed solutions, which can then be
implemented and gauged in terms
of success.
“The board doesn’t have
very much experience in doing detailed planning [at] a corporate level
and getting feedback on the important things that are happening,” he
says.
Knollenberg pointed to the
two recent school board meetings,
where references were made to the
improved API score of 925 at
Emperor elementary school. “No
one asked how they got it,”
Knollenberg criticizes, “[and] at the

same time, [the] business office is
talking like they have to make more
cuts.”
More importantly he feels
the school board should be trying to
determine success as well as
failure, and would hate to see cuts
among the staff if the office is
unaware of who contributed to the
increased scores.
Running among two incumbents, Knollenberg cites the need
for specificity in strategic planning.
“If you don’t tell somebody what you
want them to do and you don’t set
defined, specific goals, then the
chances of them doing it are not
very good,” he says. “Either you get
specifics of you don’t.”
Knollenberg has been
endorsed by the Temple City
Education Association, the local
teachers’ union.

ATTENTION:
The 2009 School Board candidates’
forum sponsored by the Temple
City Voice and the Temple City
High School Junior State of
America (JSA) will now be held
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday, October 24, 2009. Doors
will be open to the public at 4:15 Are you interested in becoming a business
sponsor of the Temple City Voice?
p.m.
For more information, call (626)
377-2837.

If yes, call Matthew at (626) 377-2837!
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UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS STORY

Councilwoman Pledges to Stay “Calm” and “Strong”
B Y M ATTHEW W ONG
Wong responds to latest news on Piazza controversy

Wong, who is serving her second term as
mayor, was charged with 10 felonies. She is being accused of asking for and receiving bribes, soliciting to
commit a crime and perjury.
Sanford Perliss is serving as her legal counsel.

In response to the latest wave of news coverage on the Piazza bribery scandal, Temple City councilwoman Judy Wong issued a brief statement at the end
of the Tuesday city council meeting.

Former mayor Wilson was charged with 6 felonies for crimes of asking and receiving bribes and perjury under oath.

“I will stay calm and I will stay strong,” she said
on June 16, 2009 to supporters and members in the
audience.

Scott Carwile, Wilson’s campaign treasurer,
was charged with 4 felonies for perjury and 1 misdemeanor for violating the Political Reform Act.

Wong, along with former councilmember Cathé
Wilson and former city council and state assembly candidate Scott Carwile, are defendants in a criminal trial
alleging illegal solicitation and receipts of bribes.

Bail was set at $100,000 for Carwile, $150,000
for Wilson and $200,000 for Wong.

The three defendants were indicted in Los Angeles on June 10. Superior court judge Patricia
Schnegg unsealed the 21-count indictment that was
delivered by a grand jury.
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Snyder
also
said all defendants
would most likely be
given
prison
sentences, if they are convicted.
All defendants
have entered nonguilty pleas and have
previously
declared Councilwoman Judy Wong
their innocence.
Photo Courtesy of City website
The developer,
who admitted to bribing city officials, will not be
charged. David Demerjian, head deputy district attorney
stated Randy Wang was “very cooperative and forth
right”; therefore, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office will not be filing any charges.

Aiden Leong
Jessica Liu

Chris Du
Leslie Wu

According to
Jennifer Snyder, assistant head deputy district attorney, the defendants will appear in
court on July 6.

Margaret Thi

Editor Emeritus
Matthew Wong

Founder

D.A. began investigating city officials in 2008
An investigation of city officials began in 2008
after Randy Wang, developer of the Piazza at Temple
City, filed a counter-suit against the city of Temple City.
Wang claims he gave $13,000 to former councilman Dave Capra, Carwile
and Wong during the 2007
Continued on Next Page
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city council elections. He also alleges that Wilson had
demanded one of the 52 one-bedroom condominiums
and $48,000 in cash.
A few months after an official probe began, the
D.A.’s office conducted raids at City Hall and the homes
of Capra, Carwile, Wilson and Wong.
On May 27, former Piazza construction manager Jay Liyanage pleaded guilty to a
felony charge of giving bribes to
Capra, Wilson and Wong in 2006. He
is expected to testify against Wilson
and Wong.
Capra, who was serving his
second term as councilman, was
forced to resign from office on June 2.
Earlier in the day, he pleaded guilty to
a misdemeanor charge of failing to
report a campaign contribution of
$1000 or more.
The D.A. will not charge the
former councilman with any charges
related to the Piazza corruption probe.

Developer has less than 3 months to complete his
project
With a court-mandated settlement conference
coming up in July, the City Council met in closed session on Tuesday, June 16.
“Due to the advice of the interim city attorney, I
will recuse myself from the closed session,” said councilwoman Wong.
When the rest of the council returned, interim
city attorney Eric Veil gave the following statement, “I’ll
just report that the City Council met with the interim city
attorney and its special legal counsel…to discuss an
upcoming status conference.”

“There is no other reportable action at this
time,” he added.
Councilmen Fernando Vizcarra and Vincent Yu
will participate in the conference with the Piazza developer.
The $75 million project, formerly known as the
“Temple City Galleria” and “Piazza Las Tunas,” was
approved by a previous City Council in
May 2006.
From 2006 to the present, the
developer has held two groundbreakings, worked with three different construction management firms and proposed changes three times, in 2007,
2008 and 2009.
According to the developer’s
agreement signed by Wang and the
city of Temple City, the developer has
until August 23, 2009 to complete his
project.
Failure to do so will allow the city of Temple
City to purchase the 3.7 acre site for $5 million. However, if city officials are found to be guilty of Wang’s
bribery claims, the contract signed between Wang and
Temple City would be invalid.
Since the city and the developer sued one another, about $171,000 in legal fees has been spent by
Temple City, as of April 30.
Temple City is being represented by Joe Buchman of Burke, Williams and Sorensen, LLP.

ATTN READERS:
To see two online-only City news stories, “Judge
Unseals Indictments in Piazza Bribery Case” and
“Sternquist to be Sworn into Office on June 16”
please visit our blog site,
http://
templecityvoice.wordpress.com.

This comic strip was designed by Jason Alvin Wu.
\

S R . E DITOR ’ S C OLUMN :
C HANGES
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A deep aspect of the newspaper culture surrounds readership. The events roll in, the journalists
are dispatched, and everyone returns hoping a days
worth of news qualifies for a front pager. After all, a
newspaper is no diary, but a system that predicates
itself on being read.

Letters to the Editor...
Can be sent to our
P.O. Box 1255
Temple City, CA 91780

But our news is their news. Numerous other
syndications– often better funded and staffed– cover,
if not cover more, the same council meetings and city
events and public concerns as we do. The Temple
City Voice hopes to maintain the same level of quality,
consistent city articles, but the staff has agreed to advance beyond the scope of hometown politics and
instead form a modern, cosmopolitan identity.
This includes establishing weekly columns,
from entertainment, the environment, and economics
to politics, mass culture, and op-editorials. Still inserting Temple City news, we hope to broaden our audience base by promoting a wider range of relevant issues affecting our community.
A new paper count will accommodate the
changes, potentially conflicting with plans to increase
circulation within the city. The paper will remain fully
supplied in all current locations, but distribution may
increase in response to increased community interest.
By mid-winter, the Voice continued to be
brought under massive renovation and undergo dramatic changes to artwork, organization, layouts, and
picture quality. Distinction from other publications is
stressed.
The weekly updates on our online website
continues, as plans to incorporate video feeds and
audio commentary are underway.

Voice

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837
Blog:
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com
Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?
Send an e-mail!

U PCOMING E VENTS
October

13

Planning Commission
Meeting
@Council Chambers, 7:30 PM

14

School Board Meeting
@ District Office, 7 PM

17

Most importantly, we remain non-profit. The
old system, now antiquated, requires some polishing,
but the core tenet of free information access persists.

Fall Festival
@Temple City Park
10 AM—4 PM

We’re moving in a new, alien direction. Will it
work?
We’ll just have to wait and see.

20

City Council Meeting
@Council Chambers, 7:30 PM

Randy

24

S.B. Candidates’ Forum
@TCHS Room 601
4:30-6:30 PM

PLEASE RECYCLE!

