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School Board 
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Interview:  

Joe Walker 

JSA, TCV 

Host         

Candidates’ 

Forum 
All the candidates running 
for School Board show up 
for organizations’ third  
forum . 

 

BY CHRISTINE KEUNG 

 The Temple City 
Voice and the Temple City 
High School Junior State of 
America (JSA) co-hosted a 
school board candidates’ 
forum, exposing youth, par-
ents and citizens to the con-
tenders of the November 
school board election. 

 The 2009 School 
Board Candidates’ Forum 
was held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24 at Temple City 
High School.  

 Several dignitaries 
were present including 
Temple City mayor Fer-
nando Vizcarra, councilman 
Tom Chavez, council-
woman Cynthia Sternquist. 

School Board candidates receive numerous    
endorsements from unions, elected officials and 
community leaders.  

 

BY DARREN LAI 

 With the school board elections approach-
ing in just a few days, unions, elected officials and 
community leaders have rallied behind the three 
candidates running for Temple City school board. 

 Former School Board president and incum-

This is the last of three 
candidate interviews    
conducted by the Temple 
City Voice for the 2009 
School Board election.  

 

Walker is seeking a second 
term on the School Board.  

 

BY RANDY SHUN 

 Former School Board 
president Joe Walker is seek-
ing a second term.  

 “ I ’m  a peop le -
person,” says Walker. Walker 
often stays after school board 
meetings to individually ad-
dress citizens. “I’m willing to 
listen.” 

 Walker faces off 
against two other candidates 
vying for one of two seats 
available in November. 

“Forum” on Page 2 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 3 

“Walker” on Page 3 

Unions, Elected Officials 

Throw Support Behind School 

Board Candidates   

“Endorsements” on Page 2 

2009 SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES’ FORUM: 
The Temple City Voice and Junior State of America 
co-sponsored their third candidates’ forum last   
Saturday, October 24.               Photo By Taylor Evanko 
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Forum was held at TCHS 
Continued from front page 

 School Board President Robert Ridley and Vice-
President Rachel LaSota also attended.  

 The three candidates, Kenneth Knollenberg, Matt 
Smith and Joe Walker are running for two spots on the 
school board.  

 “TCV and JSA wanted to give voters a chance to 
ask questions to the candidates,” said JSA Co-President 
Jacky Chan. “The forum is meant to be a tool to help resi-
dents make this decision.”  

 The forum began with introductions from Temple 
City Voice editor-in-chief Sophia Chang and JSA co-
presidents Jacky Chan and Christine Keung. Each candi-
date was then given five minutes to introduce himself and 
speak on his platform. 

 Taylor Evanko, the vice-president of JSA, moder-
ated the forum.  

 He posed questions covering specific projects such 
as what each candidate would do if elected, as well as the 
candidates’ priorities on what they want to accomplish. All 
candidates mentioned the data collector system and the 
renovation of Oak Avenue Intermediate School gym.  

 Following a brief intermission, the forum continued 
with audience-submitted questions. Knollenberg, Smith and 
Walker answered questions dealing with the need for special 
education, the superintendent’s recent contract renewal, 
parental involvement and fundraising.  

 “Despite the differences in their responses, the three 
candidates really showed that they wanted to improve the 
Temple City Unified School District,” Chan said. “I believe 
that all of them can make a positive difference on the School 
Board.”  

 Chan and Keung concluded the event by giving 
thanks to those who sponsored the candidates’ forum and 
presenting the candidates with JSA mugs. 

 A video recording of the entire forum can be viewed 
on the Temple City Chamber of Commerce website.  

e

Endorsements could boost 

candidates’ support  
Continued from front page 
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TEMPLE CITY Voice STAFF 

bent Joe Walker has been endorsed by the Temple 
City Education Association (TCEA), the local teach-
ers’ union and the California School Employees 
Association (CSEA) unit 105.  

 Ken Knollenberg, who is running with 
Walker, has also been endorsed by TCEA and 
CSEA.  

 Meanwhile, incumbent Board Clerk Matt 
Smith has received numerous endorsements from 
city and district officials alike.  

 Two individuals Smith once campaigned 
against, School Board Vice-President Rachel 
LaSota and Member Janet Rhee, have thrown their 
support behind him.  

 In addition, Temple City mayor Fernando 
Vizcarra and his wife, former School Board Mem-
ber Joan Vizcarra, councilman Tom Chavez, coun-
cilwoman Cynthia Sternquist, Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO Linda Payne, Dr. Ken-
neth Martin, businessman Jerry Jambazian and 
former Chamber of 

Continued on the next page 
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This comic strip was drawn by Shine Fu.  

Walker seeks a second four-year term Continued from front page 
 What distinguishes Walker from his competition 
are his promotion of pro-employee policies and commu-
nity involvement.   

 A sixteen-year Temple City resident, Walker is a 
crime analyst with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment. His two children attend Temple City schools.  

 Walker, first elected in November 2005, has 
served a term as president, succeeding former Board 
Member Mukesh Luhar.  

 He moved to Temple City in 1993 and still 
claims Temple City “as a safe community, a safe area.” 
He adds, “These are good schools. I have never thought 
about leaving.” 

 His experience ranges from rallying community 
support to listening to concerned workers, parents and 
students. “It takes a while to learn what you’re doing,” 
Walker admits. “Half-way through my first term, I real-
ized how the system worked.”  

 In accordance to his community involvement, 

Walker aims to ensure 
proper public representa-
tion.  

 “I opposed the 
bond in 2007 because the 
community did not support 
the bond,” he states. “The 
teachers weren’t against it, 
new school board members 
were not in support, super-
intendent was about to 
leave.” He intends to pass 
the next bond measure with 
support of the School 
Board, teachers’ union, em-
ployee groups, community, 
while guaranteeing the 
bond’s funding to be ex-
hausted prudently and effi-
ciently.  

 Walker will continue his pro-people policies, 
attempting to rehire dismissed individuals and restore 
diminished work hours. “Revenue has increased be-
cause of enrollment,” asserts Walker. The schools, cur-
rently understaffed, are expected to recover under his 
policies. He plans to fix media center libraries, currently 
operating at 60 percent efficiency. 

 Renovation of outdated, dangerous infrastruc-
ture will be implemented if re-elected. Oak Avenue Inter-
mediate School and Temple City High School both suf-
fer from obsolete technology and antiquated structures, 
but Walker stipulates refurbishment as a key campaign 
goal. 

 “I’m a big believer in our school district,” Walker 
says. “I’m always willing to speak up if something is 
wrong.”  

Incumbent Joe Walker 
 

Photo courtesy of TCUSD   

Star News endorses incumbents 
Continued from page 2 

Commerce chairman John Zubrick, have endorsed 
Smith.  

 The Pasadena Star News also endorsed Smith 
and Walker on Sunday, October 25.  

 Voters residing in the boundaries of the Temple 
City Unified School District will vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 3, 2009. Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.  

 Election results will also be published at the 
Temple City Voice blog as results stream in.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2010_Gubernatorial_Election_Map.svg
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  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
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Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
CANDIDATES’ FORUM  

 The 2009 School Board Candidates’ Forum, 
sponsored by the Temple City Voice and the Temple 
City High School Junior State of America (JSA), was 
held last Saturday, October 24.  

 On behalf of the Voice, I would like to thank all 
those who attended the event, as well as those who 
helped organize and sponsor.   

 The candidates-- Kenneth Knollenberg, Matt 
Smith and Joe Walker --were very informative on their 
backgrounds and positions on specific projects. Each 
sought to present with the clearest representation of 
their views and goals for the Temple City Unified 
School District.  

 Sadly, the student turnout at the forum was 
quite disappointing, especially since this election, like 
any other school board election, dictates who will gov-
ern the school board, which in turn directly affects the 
students themselves. We had expected around sixty 
to one hundred students, yet the majority of students 
who attended were the exact individuals who had 
planned the event. Perhaps, there was around ten 
students who were purely audience members and not 
a part of either JSA or the Voice.  

 Both the JSA and TCV debriefed over what 
went wrong and what could have been done better.  

 The next time we hold an event, the JSA and 
TCV hope to attract a much larger student presence. 
(After all, the event was heavily publicized throughout 
the high school and community.)  

 We understand the lack of student participa-
tion may have been caused by student apathy toward 
the community, rather than the faults in our own plan-
ning. Still, we will continue to encourage students to 
be active citizens in their own community.  

 

 

Stay tuned for next week’s issue. The Temple City 
Voice will recognize all business sponsors who      
donated to the 2009 School Board Candidates’      
Forum.  

Sophia 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 31  Halloween  

 

November 3  Election Day  

    Polls open at 7 a.m. and close 
    at 8 p.m. Voters who live  
    within the boundaries of the  
    TCUSD will elect 2 candidates 

    to the local School Board. 

     

    Talent Show Tryouts 

  @ TCHS in Room 601, 5-9 P.M. 

 

    City Council Meeting 

  @ Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  6  TCHS Varsity Football 

    vs. South Pasadena 

    @ North Field, 7 P.M. 

 

  7  Homecoming Dance 

   @Beckner Gym, 7 P.M.  
PLEASE RECYCLE! 


