
Active for a third year, the 
Green Dream Festival is 
meant to not only promote 
environmental issues, but 
also social ones as well. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN 

 A variety of colorful 
booths covered Gabrielino 
High School’s campus on 
January 16 to celebrate its 
third annual Green Dream 
Festival. 

 The festival began 
as a gathering of numerous 
organizations to help pro-
mote social and environ-
mental awareness. Different 
groups such as Joy Apparel 
and TCHS Environmental 
Club joined to stress the 
importance of the environ-
ment’s well-being, as or-
ganizations like the League 
of Women Voters advocated 
social equality in the local 
community. A large majority 
of high school students at-
tended the event with visi-
tors throughout the San 
Gabriel Valley.  

 During the Green 
Dream festival, multiple 
booths were set up to teach 
attendees simple ways to 
help the environment. Spec-
tators were drawn in by 
easy how-to tips on conser-
vation, and were briefly in-
structed on how they could 
do their part and save the 
environment.  
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YEAR OF THE TIGER: Children color in tigers during 
the Lunar New Year celebration held at Temple City 
Park.                          Photo by Angela Li 

In the spirit of the Lunar 
New Year, Temple City’s 
large Chinese population 
hosts its own festivities. 

 

BY ANGELA LI 

The Temple City 
C h i n e s e  A m e r i c a n       
Association, along with 
the city, sponsored a    
festival for Lunar New 
Year at Temple City Park 
on Saturday, January 30. 

T h e  f e s t i v a l     
featured a winding list of 
entertainment shows    
including performances 
from S.K. Taekwondo.  
Gymnasts and dancers of 
all ages performed pieces 
in the traditional Chinese 
style, showcasing their 
cultural arts. 

Various types of 
merchandise, boutiques, 

“Celebration” on Page 2 

Consultant to return with more detailed proposal, 
potential locations.  

 

BY RANDY SHUN  

 Temple City residents might one day be able 
to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables as soon as the 
City Council manages to bring a farmers’ market to 
town.  

 City officials discussed on Tuesday, October 
29, 2009, a recommendation by its economic develop-
ment consultant, Avant 

“Farmers’ Market” on Page 2 

“Festival” on Page 3 

Opinion: Budget Cuts Cripple the           

Educational System in California 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

The infamous California budget cuts 
may have a gradually more profound 
effect on schooling. 

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

 Are Californian lawmakers under-
estimating the importance of education 
and going too far with budget cuts? 

 Historically, California has been 

the envy of the nation in education, es-
pecially in higher education.  

 Without a doubt, the University of 
California is the largest and most suc-
cessful public school systems in the 
United States, but recently, that position 
of prestige has been in decline.  

 For the past several years, Califor-
nia has ranked among the lowest--and is 
now the lowest

“Budget Cuts” on Page 3 



e

PAGE 2 TEMPLE CITY VOICE 

Celebration features many cultural activities continued from front page  

and information booths 
surrounded the gazebo. 

 There was one 
booth where people could 
practice           calligraphy. 
With a brush, they were 
able to write special Chi-
nese characters associated 
with character traits onto a 
square piece of paper, ef-
fectively     making a tradi-
tional New Year’s fortune.  

 If you were too shy 
to do your own   calligra-
phy, another booth fea-
tured several professional              
calligraphers who could 
transform anything you 

wrote down for them into a beautifully designed master-
piece.  Characters would “become” dragons, phoenixes, 
fish, flowers, trees, and other designs.  A crowd had 
gathered, watching in    curious astonishment at their 
skill. 

Visitors could also get free snacks provided by 
local restaurants and free yellow phone book distributed 
by the Chinese yellow book company. A fundraising 
booth was selling beautiful Chinese lanterns, key 
chains, and other jewelries, and behind it was a children 
craft booth for children to have fun coloring the 2010      
Chinese year-mascot, the tiger.  

The Lunar New Year celebration lasted three 
hours, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. It concluded with raffle  
tickets drawing. All winners went home with blessing 
gifts. This early celebration for Lunar New Year has 
added more cultural color into the city of Temple City. 

Consultant will return in thirty days continued from front page  

A gymnast duo show-
cases their talent. 
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Garde Inc. (AGI), to form a farmers’ 
market.  

 The objectives are to pro-
mote Temple City businesses to lo-
cal and outside residents, establish 
Temple City as a destination point, 
and develop promotional activities 
that celebrate holidays and cultural 
awareness, according to the AGI-
based “Economic Development Im-
plementation Plan” (EDIP).  

 “Our initial definition or con-
cept of this is an organic farmers’ 
market,” Robert Paz, AGI program 
director, told the City Council Tues-
day evening. “It would include pro-
duce food, crafts, and an entertain-
ment venue.”  

 If a farmers’ market does 
come to town, it will be held weekly 
and will be run by the local Chamber 
of Commerce.  

 A farmers’ market would 
“create a revenue stream for the 
organization,” the EDIP report also 
states. 

 Under the consultant’s pro-
posal, the Temple City Chamber of 
Commerce will organize the farmers’ 
market, obtain all required permits 
and insurance, rent space to ven-
dors, manage the setup and break-
down, as well as provide the adver-

tising and decorations for the event.  

 The goal is for the business-
interests organization to lessen its 
dependence on the City’s finances.     

 “There [are] a lot of things 
that we need to consider before we 
get into this,” Linda Payne said. 
Payne, the president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Temple City 
Chamber of Commerce, was largely 
supportive of the idea.   

 Avant Garde is recommend-
ing an initial allocation of $15,000. 
The firm estimates that city officials 
will need to budget $27,000 for a 
weekly farmers’ market.  

 The money will be spent for 
promotion, equipment supplies, li-
censes, insurance, and storage, Paz 
said. Of the total budgeted, $15,000 
will be spent for one manager.  

 “What we hope to do is turn 
a small profit for the Chamber, but 
more importantly, what we hope to 
do is to provide this opportunity for 
residents to come and to experience 
a very community-minded event,” 
Paz stated, “and that really is the 
goal of this whole operation.”  

 Possible locations include 
Temple City Park, the former Alpha 
Beta site, or the parking lots of 
Ralphs and K-Mart.  

 A small 
and barricaded 
residential street 
is the ideal loca-

tion, Paz said 

 After the presentation by 
AGI program director Paz and Tem-
ple City Chamber of Commerce 
president and CEO Linda Payne, the 
City Council asked questions and 
offered input.  

 Temple City councilman 
Tom Chavez said, “I just want to 
point out that I think the driving force 
behind this was not necessarily to 
make it a financial boon to anybody, 
but more importantly, to create an 
event that will bring our community 
together, or somewhere where they 
can gather.”  

 “I hope you have that in 
mind, and it sounds like you do,” 
Chavez continued.  

 When asked by the mayor 
pro tempore her thoughts on a 
Chamber-led farmers’ market, 
Payne responded, “We’re very ex-
cited about it.”  

 While supportive of a farm-
ers’ market, Payne warned that the 
event must not be a financial liability.  

 “We’re not in a position for 
anything to cost us money,” she 
said. 

 The economic consultant, 
hired in March 2009, will return in 
thirty days with a more detail pro-
posal. City officials also expect 
Avant Garde to propose a minimum 
of three potential locations for a 
farmers’ market.  

Note To Readers:  

To read two online only news article, “Temple City 

May Remodel Council Chambers” and “Ailing Ex-

Mayor Fails to Attend Hearing,” please visit our blog 

at http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  
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This comic strip was designed by Shine Fu. 
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 There was a wide collection 
of stands ranging from face painting 
to club fundraising, and visitors had 
the opportunity to travel throughout 
the high school campus to find infor-
mation about topics such as recy-
cling and chemical water pollution.  
The festival also featured guest 
speakers, along with performances 
from bands like This Blank World 
and Sailors on Air Balloons. Profes-
sional speakers raised awareness 
on the growing issues of electronic 
waste and plastic pollution, and pro-
posed new solutions such as alter-
native energy sources for the dilem-
mas. 

Last year, one of the main 

projects of the festival was to fund-
raise for Lifestraws, portable water 
filters that could be used in third-
world countries.  

This year, multiple booths 
continued to support fundraising for 
Lifestraws, as performers and a vari-
ety of guest speakers supported the 
cause.  

One of the main themes dur-
ing the festival was recycling. Nu-
merous organizations supported 
recycling and claimed that it was a 
solution to nearly all environmental 
afflictions.  

Overfishing and different 

kinds of pollution could be cut to 
minimum if people recycle, and or-
ganizations strongly made recycling 
the purpose of their presentations.  

The Green Dream Festival 
held at Gabrielino High School pro-
vided visitors with opportunities to 
interact with their community and 
fellow students to help save the en-
vironment.   
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Festival teaches simple ways to 

live green continued from front page 

Opinion: More money should be allocated to 

education continued from front page  
--state in spending per pupil at around 
$7,000 annually. The national aver-
age is around $9,000. 

 California is the only state in 
the nation without an oil severance 
tax.  If Sacramento starts to tax oil as 
it is pumped from the ground, the 
state estimates it could raise $1 billion 
every year.  Keep in mind that those 
estimates are made assuming that 
the oil tax would be 6% of the value of 
extracted oil at $70 a barrel. If oil 
prices go up like we saw two sum-
mers ago, peaking at $130 a barrel, 
we would generate much more in-
come. Even Sarah Palin increased oil 
severance taxes in Alaska to 25% in 
2007. With a tax rate that high and oil 
that expensive, it is estimated that 
California could earn $8 billion a year 
coming solely from a severance tax. 

 Furthermore, because Califor-
nia is the only state that requires a 
supermajority vote to raise any addi-
tional taxes and pass a budget, solv-
ing this fiscal disaster is that much 
harder.  These tough requirements in 
the state legislature often lead law-
makers to authorize temporary solu-
tions, such as borrowing money from 
counties or out of state sources, or 

issuing IOUs, that help the state bal-
ance its budget for one or two years, 
but actually make the task more diffi-
cult in the long term. 

 So if California schools cannot 
get sufficient funding from the state or 
local governments, that leaves one 
other entity, the federal government. 
It’s about time that the federal govern-
ment starts picking up more of the 
tab. Local and state governments pro-
vide about 90% of education funding. 
We were so willing to spend $787 
billion on a stimulus package to save 
jobs, so why not jobs in education to 
prevent teachers from being laid off? 
Just over $50 billion in direct aid to 
states for education was icluded in 
the stimulus bill, $5 billion of which 
was allocated to California. Consider-
ing the fact that Sacramento has re-
cently faced a budget deficit of $40 
billion and is expected to face one of 
over $20 billion, $5 billion for educa-
tion does not seem to amount to 
much. 

 With all the careless spending 
at the federal level, it’s about time we 
started investing in something that will 
actually pay off in the future. 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: RECOVERY  

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

Sophia 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 6   TCHS Yosemite Trip 

 

  9   Planning Commission MTG 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  10 Board of Education Meeting 

  @ District Office, 7 P.M. 

   

  12    Lincoln’s Birthday Holiday 

 

  14         Valentine’s Day 

          Lunar New Year  

 

 Jobs have been limited; homes, deprived;    
opportunities, lost. Today, this scene is all too ordinary. 
It may seem as if we are trapped in a never-ending 
downward spiral, but instead, we can view it as the start 
of a new climb. The recovery of our nation ultimately 
lies within our willingness to improve. 

 Yes, we can contribute our ideas about how the 
current economic crisis should be fixed, but what are 
we supposed to do in the meantime? The cogs of      
progress and reform have already started turning, but 
for many of us, the situation remains the same. Do we 
passively wait out the storm?  

 Let us instead view our situation as an         
opportunity for improvement. Our current struggles are 
by-products of past mistakes; now is the perfect time to 
reflect upon the past and advance into the future.  
Whether it is in school, at work, or at home, we must 
continuously strive to improve ourselves.  

 Life can change in the blink of an eye, as the 
Great Recession has shown. But though not all of the 
events that play in our lives are controllable, it is crucial 
to persevere to the very end--for ourselves; for our    
family; for our nation. 

 To conclude this column, I would like to share a 
quote from Buddhist President of the Soka Gakkai Inter-
national, Daisaku Ikeda. “Even places that have been 
shrouded in darkness for billions of years can be illumi-
nated. Even a stone from the bottom of a river can be 
used to produce fire. Our present sufferings, no matter 
how dark, have certainly not continued for billions of 
years-nor will they linger forever. The sun will definitely 
rise. In fact, its ascent has already begun.” 

  

 

Sophia Chang is the editor-in-chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She is currently a senior at Temple City High 
School.   
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