
Contemporary video games are not what they used 
to be. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN 

From flying body parts, substance abuse, and 
even strip clubs, it’s clear that a majority of games have 
taken explicit to a whole new level.  

Video games have been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. My affair with gaming began 
with the purchase of a purple Gameboy color, and I’ve 
been keeping up with new game system circulations 
since.  

However, it’s unquestionable that games like 
Grand Theft Auto have a come a long way from      
Pokemon Red Version. With 
more violence than ever, it’s hard 

Portantino voted to con-
firm nominee, Liu was ab-
sent. 

  

BY JASON ALVIN WU 

California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
officially restarted the clock 
for the state legislature to 
consider a Republican state 
senator for the vacant Lieu-
tenant Governor post. 

 Schwarzenegger re
-nominated Senator Abel 
Maldonado on February 16.  

The State Assem-
bly and State Senate now 
have 90 days to vote to ei-
ther confirm or reject 
Schwarzenegger’s nomi-
nee.  

Failing to act by 
Ma y w i l l  r esu l t  i n 
Maldonado’s automatic as-
cension to the position, ac-
cording to the state consti-
tution.    

The State Senate 
confirmed Maldonado, 27-6, 
on February 11.  

But the State As-
sembly ultimately rejected 
his nomination despite re-
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MR. TC:  The 2010 Mr. Temple City pageant took 
place in Room 601 on February 23. 

Photo by Karen Tang 
Sanderson wins the 
2010 Mr. Temple City 
pageant; Nick Der and 
Max Ruckle are the first 
and second runner ups.  

 

BY KAREN TANG 

 The audience 
shifted in their seats in 
excitement as the seventh 
annual Mr. Temple City 
Pageant commenced in 
Room 601 on February 
23. 

 S e n i o r s  K i m 
Scinta and Cassy Yang 
hosted the “007 James 
Bond” themed event, 
which is an annual satire 
of the strenuous Ms. Tem-
ple City Ambassador Pag-
eant. 

 The fans in the 
crowd screamed crazily as 
eleven handsome men 
walked down the isle with 
their 

“Mr. TC” on Page 2 

Lambert: Owner appears to be looking for a Union 
76 operator  

 

BY RANDY SHUN 

 An empty gas station that has not been       
operating in the past couple of years continues to be 
eyesore for Temple City officials.  

 The owner of the downtown facility plans to 
have a Union 76 gas station there, reported           
community development manager Joseph Lambert at 
the November 3, 2009 city council meeting. The 
owner is apparently looking for a gas operator         
affiliated with Union 76.  

 “He doesn’t plan to “Gas Station” on Page 3 “Maldonado” on Page 2 

Opinion: Increasingly Violent Video Games Negatively Impact Players 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

“Games”  on Page 3 



e

ceiving approval up by a 37-35 margin, the same day. 
According to a legislative legal analyst, nominees must 
receive 41 votes to be confirmed by the State Assembly.   

A day after the confirmation votes, the governor 
released a statement praising the State Senate, but criti-
cizing the State Assembly.  

“I am grateful to the leadership of the California 
State Senate for acting decisively and in a bipartisan 
manner in confirming Senator Abel Maldonado to the 
post of Lieutenant Governor,” Schwarzenegger said.  

He continued, “The display of extreme partisan-
ship among Democrats in the Assembly yesterday re-
sulted in legislative stalemate that can only be resolved 
through protracted litigation.”  

Originally, the term-limited governor planned to 
legally contest the State Assembly’s non-confirmation. 
Instead, Schwarzenegger chose to withdraw his nomina-
tion and then re-nominate Maldonado, basically asking 
the state legislature for a second vote.  

 Maldonado, seen by many political observers as 
a moderate Republican, was attacked by both Democ-
rats and Republicans.  

 Republicans dislike Maldonado for having 
sided with Democrats in voting for taxes.  

“We voted to confirm Maldonado not because 
we like his voting record-often we do not-but because 
he demonstrated the quality we have seen far too little 
of in our combined 30 years of public service: political 
courage,” a lawmaker said.  

At the same time, Democrats fear that placing 
a Latino Republican in a statewide office would dimin-
ish their chances of recapturing the post this Novem-
ber. 

Recently, in an interview with the Sacramento 
Bee, new Assembly Speaker John Perez expressed 
his belief that Maldonado has a better chance of se-
curing confirmation in the State Assembly.  

“I’ve given him some advice that I think in-
creases his chances of being confirmed, so I think he 
definitely has a better chance today than he did the 
last time he was up for a vote,” Perez said on Febru-
ary 28.  

Perez added, “People had serious concerns 
and, hopefully, this additional time gave him the op-
portunity to address those concerns.”   

While Assembly Speaker did not vote to con-
firm Maldonado, Temple City’s representative to the 
State Assembly did.  

Anthony Portantino, the state assembly mem-
ber of the 44

th
 district, voted in favor of Maldonado’s 

confirmation. The Temple City Voice attempted to 
reach Portantino for comment, but did not receive a 
response.  

State Senator Carol Liu was absent from the 
State Senate.   
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2010 Mr. Temple City Pageant was themed 007 

James Bond continued from front page 
beautiful escorts.  

The event began with the eleven male contest-
ants walking down the stage with their female escorts. 
Senior Nick Der led the line, his stage name being 
“CommanDer in Chief”.  Tim “Timazing” Huynh, Max 

“ T h e  S i t u a -
tion” Ruckle, 
Andy “Version 
4.0” Luu, and 
Allen “Cool Guy 
5” Chen followed 
close behind, 
showing off a 
series of struts. 
J o s h  “ T h e 
Guisian: The 1

st
 

Asian Guido” Lin, 
JJ “Sexy Sexy 
JJ” Bassette, 
Matt “Excali-
Bear” O’Malley, 

Jack “LeBron Jack” Ng, Jason “lol Smiley Face”, and 
Dusty “The Good Boy” Sanderson then made their initial 
appearances.  

After the intermission, the second half of the 
show then began. The boys continued their routine. 
They struck their sexiest poses in their favorite night-
time clothes.  

During the 
second half of the 
performance, the 
boys continued 
their routine by 
striking their sexi-
est poses in their 
favorite nighttime 
clothes.  

 A f t e r -
wards, adorable 
baby pictures were 
put on display for 
the audience to 
guess who was 
who.  

 During the 
judging, the hosts 
asked the boys to 
show off their best 
cat walks and to 
give their best    imitation of the  titular theme, “007 
James Bond”.  

 The results were soon announced.  Dusty    
Sanderson was crowned Mr. Temple City while Nick 
Der was the first runner-up and Max Ruckle the second. 

Deadline to confirm or reject Maldonado is May continued from front page 
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This comic strip was designed by Peterson Cheng. 

e

pursue it as a Shell station,” Lambert said.  

 The property sits vacant on the corner of Oak Avenue and Las Tunas 
Drive.  

 Although the owner is not generating any revenue, “He’s not interested 
in selling the property,” the community development manager stated. In       
addition, the owner also did not give a timeline of when a gas station might 
operate.  

 The property has no pressing environmental issues, Lambert affirmed, 
in response to a question by councilman Tom Chavez.  

 Chavez, along with mayor Fernando Vizcarra and councilwoman Judy 
Wong, appeared to be visibly annoyed that the facility was still not running, 
despite the issue having existed for a while.  

 In November 2007, community development manager Lambert       
reported that there were plans for a self-serve car wash and a new gasoline 
station. But since then, there seems to have been no real progress on the property.  

 According to interim city attorney Eric Vail, an owner had a right to leave his property vacant, as long as 
he complies with the city’s nuisance code.   

 “We’ll push it as proactively as we can,” assured city manager Jose Pulido. Pulido, who recently assumed 
the reins of city manager, informed city officials that he would conduct a site visit and report back.  

 “We’ll nudge them along.”   
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No progress on vacant property continued from front page 

Opinion: Contemporary video games 

send out different message continued from front page 
to believe that a handful games 
squeeze by with a “mature” rating.  

For example, Mad World for 
the Wii is the epitome of mindless 
violence—players are awarded 
higher points for the more creative 
their kills are. Did I mention that the 
objective of the game is to massacre 
as many enemies as possible, and 
that hip-hop music repetitively blares 
throughout the whole game? 

Violence and explicit content 
in games can have a harmful effect 
on players. According to Iowa State’s 
Center for the study of violence, 
teens exposed to explicit video 
games are generally more aggressive 
and less social. These factors are 
caused by how the brain intercepts 
and synthesizes the mature content 
in each video game, and these are 
also potential factors that lead to   
depression, murder, and even        
suicide.  

Now, I understand that no 
one wants to good pay money for a 

game that isn’t entertaining; hearing 
the faint snap of a headshot on a bad 
day is definitely gratifying in some 
aspects. But game developers have 
pushed these features too far, to the 
point where violence is starting to 
define a game.  

For instance, one of the     
biggest controversies out there      
surrounds the popular first-person 
shooter Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 
2. The story mode features a scene 
where the player takes on the       
persona of a terrorist, and he/she is 
commanded to shoot fleeing civilians 
in an airport.  

Watching my close friend’s 
seven-year old brother play this mode 
was extremely uncomfortable and 
disturbing for me; he was essentially 
committing genocide. This regrettable 
experience brought me to a          
revelation—the message games 
send out are significantly different 
from what they sent out five years 
ago.    
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: AVATAR INSPIRES CHANGE 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March   9       Planning Commission MTG 

  @ Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.  

 

  10 Board of Education MTG 

@District Office, 7 P.M.  

 

  11-14   “The Wizard of Oz”  

@San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 

 

  14 Day Lights Savings Time 

   SPRING FORWARD 1 Hour 

Sophia 

 On a particularly stressful Friday night, I decided 
to randomly ask my parents whether or not they wanted to 
watch a movie with me. We nonchalantly strolled into the 
first screening of Avatar. My parents and I walked out of 
the theater passionately babbling incoherent praise about 
THE AWESOMEST MOVIE OF ALL TIME. My mother 
loved it because it reinforced her environmental totalitari-
anism. My dad loved it because it resembled the tragic 
stories of the extermination of many indigenous peoples, 
the stories that he always encountered in his history book 
binges. 

I loved it because it posed a series of questions 
for all its viewers; questions that dig deep and make them 
question  the importance and validity of everything around 
them, including their own motives, and wonder… am I 
really on the good side? The correct side? We are leading 
lives more and more different from how other organisms 
live it, and having to destroy more and more of our own 
original environment in order to create this new, suitable 
environment for ourselves. Is technological progress really 
progress? How do we know if the progress we’re currently 
engaged in is a series of steps that is leading us closer to 
solutions to our world’s problems or towards destruction of 
the world? 

My favorite scene is not one of the many breath-
taking forest sceneries or an explosion-packed action 

scene. It is a scene in where the humans gather around a 
hologram map of the terrain. On this map, all of the glow-
ing forest mushrooms, towering trees, and bright flowers 
were all reduced to a drab blob of color.  The radar, al-
though it allowed the humans to get an idea about what to 
expect in a particular area, missed out on all the important 
details that make the life and its many shades and colors 
so beautiful and valuable. 

Many people focused on the plot or the graphics 
instead of the messages conveyed in the movie, and only 
picked at how the story or the characters were all cliché or 
flawed. In the movie’s defense, everything “has been done 
before”, and people rarely act in ways that other people 
believe that a rational person would. The truly important 
part of a story is how effective it is in getting its message 
across to its audience.  After watching Avatar, many of my 
friends felt that through showcasing the negative side of 
humankind, they were able to truly see and start paying 
attention to its faults, something that has to take place be-
fore any real, productive move towards change can be 
made. 
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