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City Establishes a Youth 

Committee  

Carl Blum appointed to the City Council, fills Wong’s remaining term 

Wong to serve as first City Council liaison.  

 

BY RANDY SHUN 

 Eager city officials, expressing a desire 
to hear more from Temple City‟s adolescent 
population, agreed on Tuesday to form a new 
advisory body -- a youth committee. 

 “It is recommended that the committee 
act in an advisory capac-
ity to the City Council on 

THE “WIZARD OF OZ” MUSICAL: From March 12-14,      
Temple City High School students gathered at the San Gabriel 
Civic Auditorium to perform the “Wizard of Oz” musical.                             
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Students encouraged to moderate their time spent watching 
television.  

 

BY TRACY CHEN  

All students at La Rosa Elementary School began on 
Monday, March 8, a “Turn-Off TV Week” with their families.  

Turn-Off TV Week is a method to make young students 
and their parents know the importance of moderating television 
viewing. This special program is planned and coordinated by 
the La Rosa PTA to help children find 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

“Wizard of Oz”    

Musical Deemed a 

“Success” 

“ Students” on Page 3 

La Rosa Elementary Hosts 

“Turn Off the TV Week” 

Musical debuted last weekend, March 12 - 14, 
2010.  

 

BY STAFF 

On the weekend of March 12, 13, and 
14, the cast of Temple City High School‟s Wiz-
ard of Oz stepped on stage and performed to a 
sold out audience. 

The preparations for the musical began 
months ahead in June 

“Musical” on Page 3 

“ Youth” on Page 2 
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City Council strives to hear from youth continued from front page 

matters of concern to the youth in our city,” Parks and 
Recreation director Cathy Burroughs said during the No-
vember 17, 2009 city council meeting.  

 Staff has proposed that the youth committee be 
filled with 13 individuals, all of whom would need to be 
Temple City residents.  

 The Parks and Recreation department intends to 
supervise the committee, Burroughs noted.  

 Committee members will discuss issues pertain-
ing to recreational and public safety programs, culture, 
health, the environment, as well as local legislation and 
regional problems.  

 In addition, the committee will 
be expected to report back to their 
peers and to the City Council. 

 Burroughs further recom-
mended that eight slots be reserved for 
students attending the high schools 
and middle schools serving Temple 
City. The remaining positions would be 
open to any student, including those 
attending the Dr. Doug Sears Learning 

Center.    

 If chosen, students would serve a one-year term 
on the youth committee. Students would also be limited 
to four years.  

 Selecting the inaugural committee members was 
the only conflict that arose.  

 Originally, city staff wanted to select the youth 
committee based on the students they knew, in order to 
have it up and running by January.  

 Councilmembers instead balked at the idea, pre-
ferring to open the application process to all eligible.  

 “I think it‟s important to open that up,” Council-
woman Cynthia Sternquist said, “to anyone who is inter-

ested.” 

 Mayor Pro Tempore Vincent Yu agreed.  

“For the youth committee to be successful, we need 
everybody‟s buy in…even if it takes longer [to begin],” 
he said.  

 The City Council then moved to appoint  
Councilwoman Judy Wong, who was the first and only 
person to have volunteered, to serve as the first liai-
son to the committee. Wong was unanimously con-
firmed.   

 

Editor’s Note: For further details on this story, please 
visit the Temple City Voice blog.  

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article, “DA     

Determined to Prosecute Former Mayor, 

Wong”, please visit our blog, http://

templecityvoice.wordpress.com. 
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This comic strip was designed by Peterson Cheng. 

Students encouraged to turn off TV continued from front page 

other possible leisure activities for free time and give 
the children a chance to discover the world on their 
own. It‟s also an opportunity for parents and family 
members to get really involved in children‟s free time as 
well. 

“These activities encourage the interaction and 
engagement,” La Rosa‟s principal Tiffany Haeberlein 
said. “Our hope at the conclusion of this week is that 
families will choose to incorporate some of these activi-
ties into their regular schedules.” 

“It helped me realize what I could do besides sit 
on the couch with my eyes glued to the screen. ” An 
anonymous, former La Rosa student said, “But even 

with the help and all, it wasn‟t that easy to avoid clicking 
the „power‟ button. It was almost like a habit.”  

Although, turn off TV was tough for some stu-
dents, this beneficial opportunity can serve a good pur-
pose for breaking a household habit. Fully participating 
in Turn-Off TV Week can help set the tendency for less 
television viewing.  

La Rosa Elementary School is not the only 
school that runs Turn-Off TV Week; it is also a national 
semi-annual event. In 2010 the national Turn-Off TV 
Week dates are set from April 19-25 and September 19
-25. With the hard work and planning of staff, the out-
come of this event has become amazingly beneficial. 

Students perform “Wizard of Oz” Musical continued from front page 

where Mr. Byers, the Executive 
Producer and Director, worked with 
the other coordinators and produc-
ers to make plans for the play. The 
tryout process began early in the 
school year and involved singing a 
solo from the musical, acting out a 
scene and, later, a dance tryout for 
the Jitterbug scene. 

Sophie Gonzalez got the 
lead role as Dorothy Gale, Jessica 
Wong was cast as the Wicked 
Witch of the West, Samantha Rus-
sell was Glinda while Gabriel 
Jimenez, Hank Chang, and Samuel 
Thorne received the parts of the 
Scarecrow, Tinman and Cowardly 
Lion, respectively. The rehearsal 

process began in January and 
lasted up until opening day. The 
rehearsals began with one to two 
rehearsals a week and increased to 
daily rehearsals from five to nine 
P.M. Rehearsals moved from the 
school choir and band rooms to the 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse the 
Saturday before the opening night. 

The musical was a hit with 
each audience during the weekend. 
Popular scenes include the Tor-
nado and Munchkinland in Act One 
and the Wizard of Oz and End Se-
quence in Act Two. Many of the 
special effects like the pyrotechnics 
and flying scenes added a sense of 
wonder and excitement to the play, 

with the latter being added digitally 
by the Motion 4 program for the 
Mac. 

All in all, this year‟s annual 
musical was a huge success never 
before seen in the 45 years of the 
Temple City High School Perform-
ing Arts and has inspired the de-
partment to set higher standards 
and dream bigger for future musi-
cals. Mr. Byers stated that the Wiz-
ard of Oz has been a dream of his 
to direct for years and is proud of all 
the hard work each member has 
shown. Truly the memories of this 
musical will resonate in the hearts 
of each person who has partici-
pated in it. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 
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SR. EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
 BURING OUT AT NINE? 

March   19          Cloverly Talent Show  

@Cafeteria, 6 P.M. 

  

  20  First Day of Spring 

 

  23      Planning Commission MTG 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.  

         

  24  SCSBOA Festival 

    @TCHS Gym, 7 P.M. 

 

April  6  City Council Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

  

  13      Planning Commission MTG 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.  

 

 Some middle school kids should remember 
the article “Burning Out at Nine?” which their English 
teachers presented to them in class. 

 The article gives the example of one child, 
Steven Guzman, who at the time of the article was 
twelve, and had virtually no time for play, save for 
maybe a few hours on Sunday if he was lucky 
enough.  His entire weekly schedule revolves around 
homework, piano lessons, and prep school. 

 Students in the present day should feel the 
same.  I see many of my friends knock out during 
class, oblivious to the teacher‟s lectures, because they 
are too tired to focus.  They complain of sleeping at 
midnight or later.  It also does not help that many of 
them also have after-school activities, such as sports 
and after-school preparatory programs, and that they 
do not arrive home until no earlier than nine o‟clock 
daily. 

 Personally, I wake up at six o‟clock, dragging 
myself to school at 7, where I get out of class at 3 
o‟clock, sometimes at 6 when I have to do a “late 
night” for the school newspaper, and get home, doing 
other activities like art or writing practice until six.  At 7 
p.m. I begin homework up until around midnight or 
later, if I decide to study for the SATs or AP tests.  
Then I sleep for six hours and begin the routine again. 

 Even a few decades back, this story is not too 
unfamiliar.  My parents always remind me that when 
they were my age, they would get off of school and 
take the bus downtown where they would work a job 
to supplement the family income.  When they got 
home, they immediately did homework.  During the 
weekends, my dad would take a bus to a university 
campus where he would get tutored the entire day. 

 Sure, children being pushed hard are no 
longer uncommon.  However, is it really best?  The 
number of extra-curricular activities kids have is as-
tounding.  They have sports teams, prep class, dance 
classes, martial arts classes, among other priorities.  
How many kids a few decades back had juggled all of 
those?  Very few, if any. 

 All joking aside, we really need a break once 
in a while. 


