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Study:   

Businesses 

at Fault for 

Parking 

Shortage 

Earth Day is next Thursday, April 22 

Consultant blames owners, 
employees for lack of     
parking. 

 

BY RANDY SHUN  

 A recent study con-
ducted by economic consult-
ant Avant Garde finds local 
businesses and their employ-
ees, specifically those of the 
financial sector, responsible 
for the lack of parking in 
downtown Temple City. 

 Bank employees are 
parking their vehicles in 
spaces reserved for custom-
ers, Program Director Robert 
Paz said during the December 
1, 2009 

LIFESTYLE AWARD: Emperor students received 
the Lifestyle Award for starting their school’s      
recycling program, and were given complimentary 
tickets to the February 26 Lakers game. 

Photo Courtesy of TCUSD 

Republican, Libertarian 
challengers bid to unseat 
incumbent.  

 

BY MATTHEW WONG   

 A graduate of Tem-
ple City High School and an 
author have been certified 
by California Secretary of 
State Debra Bowen as can-
didates for the June primary 
election.   

 Both Republican 
Alvaro Day and Libertarian 
Eytan Kollin are running 
against incumbent Anthony 
Portantino in a heavily De-
mocratic district. 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 

School Officials to Change H.S. 

Schedule, Slashing Mandatory 

Reading and Class Times 

“ Assembly” on Page 3 

Secretary of 

State      

Certifies 

Three for 

Local       

Assembly 

Race  

The School Board proposes adding a lunchtime 
tutoring program, while eliminating Silent       
Sustained Reading and cutting class instruction 
times.   

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

 The school board recently discussed Temple 
City High School’s proposed Response to Interven-
tion program.   

“Study” on Page 2 “Change” on Page 3 
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city council meeting.  

 ―It’s a very delicate dance 
between employees and patrons,‖ 
he commented.  

 In one case study, Public 
Safety Officer Bryan Ariizumi no-
ticed employees at Wells Fargo 
collaborating with the security guard 
to ensure no one received a parking 
citation.  

 Employees would park at 
the two-hour parking spaces desig-
nated for customers, he said. When 
the time runs out, the security 
would inform his co-worker to move 
his vehicle. The employee would 
then park his car at another space.  

 ―It’s a very interesting situa-
tion,‖ Paz said.  

 A solution, Paz suggested, 
is to create parking districts ―which 
would be a fiduciary way to look at 
these issues.‖ 

 Creating parking districts 
along with head-in parking and 
parking meters were a few of the 

recom m enda-
t ions Avant 
Gar d e  p r e -
sented earlier 
this year. The 

latter options, as Mayor Fernando 
Vizcarra admitted, are quite 
―controversial.‖  

 Yet another idea is to issue 
parking permits for employees.  

 Councilman Tom Chavez, a 
member of the city – school district 
ad hoc committee, said the city was 
discussing with the school district 
for permission to use their parking 
lot. The parking lot, behind the dis-
trict office building, is relatively un-
used during the day. 

 Bank employees, he men-
tioned, could park at that location 
and would also not have to bother 
with moving their vehicles every two 
hours.  

 Still, business owners can 
also encourage parking be-
hind Las Tunas Drive if they 
upgraded their back en-
trances, Councilwoman 
Cynthia Sternquist stated.  

 ―I think there is 
available parking,‖ she said.  

 More people would likely 
park in the back lots if owners up-
graded their back entrances, she 
added.  

 The irony of the matter -- 
limited parking in the downtown 
area -- is that business owners 
want more patrons, but it is the 
owners and their employees who 
take up the parking spaces avail-
able for customers.  

 As the City Council seeks 
to resolve the issue, there is some 
good news.  

 ―There isn’t a big contention 
between the patrons and the busi-
nesses,‖ Paz acknowledged.  

 The results of the nine-
question survey, which yielded 37 
interviews from business owners, 
patrons, and residents, are avail-
able at City Hall. City staff will re-
turn in one month to further discuss 
the issue.  

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article, 

“Council Meetings Now Being Played 

on New Web Address”, please visit our 

blog. 



 Principal Mary Jo King gave a presentation to the 
board, outlining the basics of the program for next 
school year.  The major changes that will be made are 
the tutoring program and the change in the daily sched-
ule.   

 Silent Sustained Reading will be eliminated, and 
all classes will be cut by two minutes every day in order 
to extend the amount of time for lunch and to fit in the 
tutoring program at the beginning of lunch.   

 Students with low grades or CST scores and all 
freshmen for the first six weeks will participate in the 
program for 25 minutes and then have a 35 minute 
lunch while excelling students will have a full hour for 
lunch. 

 Afterward, a representative of Chevron Energy 
Solutions gave a presentation to the board on ways to 
cut energy costs for the district.   

 Chevron ES has surveyed all district sites and 
worked with the district in evaluating the best possible 
ways to reduce energy costs.   

 The proposed idea is that Chevron ES would build 
solar panels and guarantee production on various dis-
trict sites.   

 Third-party investors would provide the immediate 
funding for the project, and the district would pay back 
the investors through the energy savings created 
through the solar panels.     
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This comic strip was designed by Peterson Cheng. 

Portantino enters the race as frontrunner continued from front page 

Silent reading to be cut, class times to be reduced continued from front page 

 The candidates were offi-
cially certified Thursday, April 1.  

 None will face a challenge 
from within their own political party; 
all will therefore immediately ad-
vance to the November general 
election.  

 Assembly member Portan-
tino, first elected to the state legisla-
ture in 2006, is seeking to win a third 
and final term. Legislative term limits 
prevent anyone from serving in the 
state assembly for more than three 
terms, or a total of six years.  

 As a Democratic incumbent, 
Portantino immediately begins the 

campaign as the frontrunner. He is 
heavily favored to defeat Day and 
Kollin.  

 The former La Canada 
councilman’s main opponent will be 
the Republican candidate.  

 Day, who graduated from 
T.C.H.S. in 2007, describes himself 
as a conservative Republican.  

 ―Failed policies in Califor-
nia…have limited opportunities for 
future generations,‖ he said in an 
email to the Temple City Voice.  

 Calling the state deficit and 
high taxes ―unacceptable,‖ Day in-

tends to govern with conservative 
principles in mind.  

 ―We urgently need meas-
ures that include cutting taxes,‖ he 
added.  

 Like Day, the Libertarian 
Party’s candidate will need to build a 
strong base of supporters in order to 
make this election competitive.  

 The last day to register to 
vote for the June primary is May 24. 

 
Editor’s Note: All three candidates 
were contacted for this story, only 
one responded.  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
NEXT STOP: IRVINE 

April  19   TC Chamber of  

    Commerce Mixer 

 @ North Woods Inn, 5:30-7:00 P.M. 

 

  20  City Council Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  21      Parks and Recreation    

        Commission Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  22        District Choral Festival 

    @ Oak Gym, 7 P.M. 

Last week, I visited my future university—
University of California, Irvine—and came home ex-
tremely excited.  

I wasn’t really thinking of the so-called college 
experience, though. I felt no anticipation for this ―new 
stage in my life‖, no excitement for ―leaving home‖, 
and little desire to ―make diverse friends and broaden 
my horizons‖ (especially since I went to an             
international school for four years, and experienced 
enough diversity to last me a lifetime). However, I felt 
very grateful that I was given this chance to continue 
my studies, especially because I hadn’t really         
embraced it in the past. 

To me, college isn’t as much a time of        
exploration and freedom as it is a time to face reality 
and just grow up already. I’m already eighteen years 
old yet I still act like a child; I procrastinate my life 
away on Youtube and instant messaging; I leave my 
room disheveled; I constantly leave my cell phone at 
home, and sometimes forget to fulfill my                 
responsibilities, causing a lot of distress for those who 
rely on me and trust me.  

These are all pretty abhorrent traits, and I 
can’t describe how grateful I am that I still have a 
chance to get started, even if it is a late start. It 
amazes me to think that had I been in the public 
school system in Taiwan, with their hierarchical     
educational system (where the students experience 
entrance exams and interviews starting from when 
they apply for… middle schools), or anywhere else for 
that matter, I would most likely be opportunity-less in 
my current state. No one would give me a chance to 
reflect, reform, and progress. It is only here, in the 
United States, that opportunities like this exist. 

 As I stated a few times before, I am extremely 
grateful to be offered a place at this university, and 
resolve to make the best of the (hopefully just four) 
years I will spend there. 

Sophia 


