
On Tuesday, June 8, 
2010, California’s elec-
tions for propositions and 
elective offices will take 
place. 

 

BY DANNY TSANG 

 California’s primary 
elections for elective office 
and propositional measures 
will be held on Tuesday, 
June 8, 2010.  

 Proposition 13 is a 
legislative constitutional 
amendment that allows for 
limitation in property tax in 
regard to the construction of 
buildings that have adapted 
earthquake security devel-
opments. 

 F u r t h e r m o r e , 
proposition 14 alters the 
way primary elections will 
take place. It makes certain 
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Temple City High School Prom This Saturday 

Temple City Selects Vail, 

His Firm as City Attorney 

ORANGE RIBBON WEEK:  Temple City High 
School celebrated Orange Ribbon Week, a         
campaign to reduce underage drinking, this week.  
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Pulido wishes to create a 
sense of pride in the   
citizens of Temple City. 

 

BY RANDY SHUN 

Citing his tenure 
at the University of Berke-
ley (CAL), City Manager 
Jose Pulido attributes his 
executive experience to 
lessons learned at school.  

It’s easy to see 
how it affected his city 
oversight, enacting the 
council’s decisions, creat-
ing work plans for city di-
rectors, and planning 
yearly community work 
projects. 

H a i l i n g  f r o m 
Montebello, where he 
worked for nine and a half 
years, Pulido’s double 
m a -
jor in “Pulido” on Page 2 

Successor to Martin found, interim city attorney to 
assume post.  

 

BY RANDY SHUN   

 Interim City Attorney Eric Vail was chosen as 
Temple City’s permanent city attorney, the mayor 
announced Tuesday evening.  

 Vail has served as the acting city attorney 
since June, when then-City Attorney Charles R. Mar-
tin retired. Last month, Vail 

“City Attorney” on Page 3 “Election” on Page 2 

Opinion: Senior Ditch Day Should be Encouraged 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

dents, the teachers, on the other hand, view the day 
with chagrin.  Personally, I believe that the tradition 
should be encouraged. 

 Though the day is an accepted tradition in most 
high schools and there are no consequences for 
“ditching “ on the day, teachers at Temple City High 
School try to find ways to prevent their students from 
cutting class.   

 Several teachers plan to assign tests on the 
day, tests that cannot be taken on any other day.  Fail-
ure to take the test would result in a zero.   

Senior ditch day  should become an accepted tradi-
tion at  Temple City High. 

 

BY JASON ALVIN WU 

 In high school culture, the day before prom is 
infamously called “Senior Ditch Day.” 

 As the name suggests, it is a day where all stu-
dents in the senior class supposedly ditch the day of 
school. The day usually precedes that of prom.  

 Although this is viewed as a tradition by stu- “Ditch Day” on Page 3 
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social science and 
Chicano studies, 
minor in city and 
regional planning, 
extends throughout 
his work.  

 “I’m aware 
of the cultural val-
ues of the area,” he 
says, while compli-
menting Temple 
Ci ty ’ s  “ f am i l y -
oriented small town 
feel.”  

 Receiving a 
Masters for urban 
p l an n in g  f r om 
UCLA, Pulido has 
also clinched award 
winning projects in 
previous work, a 
feat he hopes to 
reproduce in Tem-

ple City.  

 His aptitude for acquiring county, state, 
and federal funding for city projects augments his devo-
tion to Temple City, where he derives “a sense of ac-
complishment” for helping. 

City Manager Pulido has sought to increase 
transparency, standardizing a three month council 
agenda, and prepared larger, communitywide projects.  

Industrial areas, such as southside Lower 
Azusa require renovation to accommodate dead space. 
With $7 million bond money, the manager calls for a 
revamp of the Rosemead Street, hoping to transform 

the current “traffic mess” into an architectural source of 
citywide pride.  

“There has to be a standard of professionalism 
and order,” Pulido says, a trait he learned in college. 
The City Manager recently conducted personal talks 
with city employees to “build a cohesive team”, and 
treated a zero-based budget exercise as a response to 
the city’s $600,000 decrease in revenue.  

Talks with the Alpha-Beta property owners were 
met with success; the Olsen mixed-use company is cur-
rently evaluating the area.  

“Before there was no manual to the city. It was 
just a daily, week-to-week basis. Not anymore.” 

Attempts to expand community development 
rank high on Pulido’s list, and he wants to create a leg-
acy for future generations to uphold.  

“I want the youth to be proud of their city,” he 
states, “because we have a good educational system 
and want participation from the community.”  

Pulido hopes to enlarge the Temple City library 
and forge a bond with the school boards (meetings are 
already in place for potential joint-use developments 
and commercial parking). Efforts to captivate Temple 
City residents, evidenced in the recent Athens Trash 
Day survey, will open a multiethnic approach to city 
markets, he says, and increase community involvement.  

Jose Pulido laughs when he compares Temple 
City to “a jewel that needs buffing.”  

“Not everyone realizes how good the city is”, he 
qualifies, “but I want to create a sense of pride.”  

And that includes everyone- the students, the 
parents and elderly. Coupling organization with experi-
ence, Pulido has a vision. 

that the two candidates, who receive the most votes with-
out regard to their party preference, will be listed on the 
general election ballot. 

 The California Fair Elections Act, which is propo-
sition 15, opposes restrictions on the public financing of 
political campaigns for the Secretary of State candidates. 
If passed, revenue will be boosted to $6 million every four 

years. 

 Proposition 16 states that two-thirds of voters 
must agree to allow the government to supply new 
customers with electricity or to create an energy pro-
gram for the community using public funding. 

 Proposition 17, which is said to have no effect 
on state insurance taxes, plans to permit auto insur-
ance companies to alter the price of insurance for its 
customers depending on whether they have a con-
stant record of insurance coverage. 

 The final day to request for a vote-by-mail bal-
lot via mail is June 1, 2010.    

 The deadline to register to vote is May 24, 
2010. Registration is free and straightforward. Forms 
can be found online at www.sos.ca.gov or at public 
places such as post offices, libraries, city and county 
government offices, and the California Secretary of 
State's Office. 
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Pulido wants Temple City youth to be 

“proud” of City Continued From Front Page 

Deadline to register to vote is May 24; 

Forms can be found online and in          

government offices Continued From Front Page 

T.C. City Manager Jose Pulido  
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confirmed that he and his legal firm – 
Burke, Williams, and Sorensen, LLC – 
were interested in permanently occu-
pying the post.  

 Mayor Fernando Vizcarra 
made the declaration near the end of 
the December 1, 2009 city council 
meeting.  

 “We have selected Burke, Wil-
liams, and Sorensen to remain as our 
City Attorney,” the mayor said.  

 Final interviews with three 
legal firms were conducted in late No-
vember. The City Council selected 
Burke, Williams, and Sorensen in part 
because of Vail, Vizcarra noted.  

 The ideal candidate was 
someone with a development back-
ground or redevelopment experience.  

 “The focus is going to be de-
velopment and redevelopment and 
somebody that has experience with a 
city our size or bigger,” Vizcarra previ-
ously said.  

 In May, the City Council, ex-

cluding Councilwoman Cynthia 
Sternquist who then was not on the 
City Council, fired long-time city em-
ployee Charles R. Martin. Martin had 
served in dual roles, as Temple 
City’s city manager and city attorney.  

 After the announcement was 
made, the newly chosen city attor-
ney thanked city officials for the op-
portunity. 

 “On behalf of our firm, it is 
our pleasure to be your city attor-
ney,” Vail said.  

 For now, Vail will continue to 
serve as interim city attorney until a 
contract is drawn. A second attorney 
from his firm will act as the assistant 
city attorney for planning commis-
sion meetings.  

 City officials do not plan to 
disclose Vail’s salary until early next 
year when a contract is drawn.  

 Va i l ,  a  g r ad u a t e  o f 
McGeorge School of Law in Sacra-
mento, is married and has three chil-
dren.  

 Some have even gone so far 
as to make the tests much more sig-
nificant towards a student’s grade 
than most, with a few teachers setting 
the number of points  to double, tri-
ple, or even quadruple what an aver-
age exam would have. 

 The reason why some 
schools condone the day is because 
the school actually loses money on 
that day.   

 Schools receive their funding 
based on student attendance and 
when roughly one-quarter of a school 
is truant, it causes financial problems.   

 Several students, however, 
disregard the “holiday” and still attend 
class, most likely because of sports 
or other extra-curricular activities.   

Personally, I would have con-
science issues since although the 
tradition is accepted, I would not feel 
right about purposely missing a day 
of school to have fun.   

Also, since Temple City High 
School is one of the many schools in 
the nation which does not officially 
acknowledge the day, ditching school 
would not only cause the school 
problems, but also problems on my-
self and on my grades, especially if I 
have to take a test that I cannot make 
up for any reason whatsoever.   

However, the urges of a 
much-needed break after AP testing 
does in fact creep into a person, so in 
the end, it all depends on the individ-
ual. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
May  18        City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  19     Parks and Recreation MTG 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

  

  22   Anniversary Celebration  

@Temple City Park, 4 P.M.—9 P.M.  

 

  25     Planning Commission MTG  

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  31  Memorial Day  

Sophia 

 AP tests are over, and everyone is breathing a 
sigh of relief. The AP classes that were previously com-
posed of students sitting upright in rigid formations now 
allow the kids to roam about and engage in their group 
projects. The classes now focus on fun group projects 
that excite the kids and stimulate creativity rather than 
just offer places to memorize and apply challenging 
concepts on paper. 

 For example, AP Chemistry was a class with a 
very structured routine; we checked our homework, 
took quizzes every day of the week except Wednesday, 
and listened to Mrs. Gewecke’s lectures. However, now 
we are engaged in a teaching project, in which we high 
school students plan a science course for kids at Long-
den elementary. We students divide ourselves into 
groups, choose a preferred grade level, look over po-
tential subjects to teach, and plan a one-day course 
filled with activities that will get the elementary kids in-
terested in science. 

 In AP Literature and Composition, we wrote 
more than 20 timed in-class essays throughout the 
course of the year, and had to obtain points for 
“workshop”, which could be obtained through book re-

ports or donations and other activities, every grading 
period. We are now assigned a “super workshop” pro-
ject that allows us to obtain 50 points through fun activi-
ties such as filming our own movies or holding skits. 

 AP Studio Art students can attest to long nights 
of hard work; in second semester, we had to produce 
one high-quality artwork every week. We have already 
submitted our portfolios for grading, and are now going 
to be engaged in a chalk-drawing project, in which we 
will draw murals on the pavement of the school. 

 It’s been a long, hectic journey; now we can 
finally relax and enjoy our remaining time with the peo-
ple who struggled with us throughout the entire year.  
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