
Voice. 

 Wu is a sixteen year-old 
incoming senior at Temple City 
High School. He is also experi-
enced in journalism. 

 His current role with the 
Temple City Voice is the Senior 
Editor, the number two position. 
Wu has previously served as the 
art manager and staff artist. At 
TCHS, Wu serves as Photo Editor of Rampage, the offi-
cial high school newspaper. 

 According to the Voice 

Jason Wu, an incoming senior at Temple City High 
School, was recently announced as the next          
editor-in-chief of the Temple City Voice.  

 

BY KAREN TANG 

 Senior Editor Jason Wu will take over as the 
fifth editor-in-chief on August 1, the Temple City Voice 
leadership recently declared. 

 Editor-in-Chief Sophia Chang and Executive 
Director and Founder Matthew Wong both came to a 
mutual decision to appoint Wu as editor-in-chief after 
seeing his hard work and dedication to the Temple City 

Relay for Life unites      
survivors and their       
supporters to fight against 
cancer. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

            The Southern Cali-
fornia Chinese Relay for 
Life, hosted by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, took 
place at the Temple City 
High School track, on Sat-
urday, July 26, to Sunday, 
June 27.  

 Its purpose was 
to raise awareness of can-
cer prevention and support 
cancer research.  

 Relay For Life was 
started by a man named 
Gordon Klatt, who walked 
for 24 
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City Now Accepting Applications 

for Youth Committee  

FIREWORKS STANDS: As the nation celebrates its 
234th birthday, vendors throughout Temple City sell 
fireworks to residents. Many seek to raise money for 
non-profit groups.                 Photo Courtesy of Danny Tsang 

Fireworks are only sold 
to people who are over 
the age of 16.  

 

BY DANNY TSANG 

Since it is almost 
the fourth of July, vendors 
are setting up their fire-
works stands all over the 
city. 

Popular brands 
such as “TNT Fireworks” 
attract lots of customers 
by lowering the prices of 
their fireworks and offering 
“buy one, get one free” 
deals. 

“We have all kinds 
of fireworks,” says Elena 
Li, a volunteer who works 
for the “TNT Fireworks” 

“Fireworks” on Page 2 

Youth interested in serving must apply by January 
12.  

 

BY MATTHEW WONG  

 The City of Temple City is now accepting ap-
plications for its inaugural youth committee, Parks and 
Recreation Director Cathy Burroughs on Thursday 
announced.  

 “Applications for Youth Committee members 
have been delivered to 

“Youth Committee” on Page 3 “Relay” on Page 2 

Wu, Senior Editor, to Serve as Next Editor-in-Chief 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

“Jason Wu” on Page 3 



hours non-stop to raise money for cancer research.  

 His actions were followed and the organization 
evolved into an event that supported people affected by 
cancer research each year.  

In tribute to that tradition, the main event was 
for participants to take turns walking around the track.  

At 9 p.m. Saturday, the track was illuminated 
by candles inside paper bags that were decorated by 
supporters in memory of the loved ones lost to cancer, 
or in honor of those who survived.  

The track was open for everyone, encouraging 
people to walk as a single unit of people who fight can-
cer.  

Guests gathered from all around Southern Cali-
fornia, though most were primarily from around the 
area.    

            The Southern California Chinese Relay For Life 
also featured stage entertainment in Chinese and Eng-
lish, fun activities, kids' camp, and organized Buddhist 
groups advocating vegetarianism.  

 Special guests included State Senator Carol 
Liu, Temple City council members, American Idol con-
testant, Liz Pha, and 
the Miss Chinatown 
court.  

 There were 
also many tents set 
up around the grass 
to commemorate the 
twenty-four hour 
event. Team mem-
bers were encour-
aged to visit booths 
and set up camp to 
stay overnight.  

            The support-
ers and volunteers at 
the event expressed empathy for the people touched 
by cancer and praised Relay For Life.  

 “I believe [this program] is a good support for 
people who have cancer and know that people care for 
them,” expressed a volunteer, David Sieving, “Most 
people don’t know about their support.” Many volun-
teers also included students from schools in Southern 
California.  

 “Relay for Life is one of the best organizations 
I’ve ever been in,” said volunteer Margaret Shi, “We 
have fun learning how we can prevent and fight cancer 
by eating fruits and vegetables and exercising daily.” 

Relay for Life is the signature event of the 
American Cancer Society and the volunteers and com-
mittee are enthusiastic for more participants and further 
success next year. e
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Fireworks stands close at 11 PM on July 4 Continued From Front Page 

American Cancer Society raises awareness for 

cancer and supports survivors Continued From Front Page 

e

the ground and shoot sparks. In addition, fireworks 
that cost less than five dollars are being sold. Some 
of these include “Smoke Balls,” “Black Widow,” and 
“Spiral Lite.” 

“We also have the Big Bang,” says Li. “It lasts 
for hours. One time, there was this family that 
played with it until 2 A.M.” 

The “Big Bang,” which is over four feet tall, 
costs $500.00 and is one of the many assortment 
packs that are being sold. All of these value packs 
are sold for less than their retail price. The prices of 
these assortments range from $14.99 to $500.00, 
although some of them include “buy one, get one 
free” offers. The “TNT Block Party,” which is sold for 
$99.99, includes an additional “Night Treasure” for 
free, while the “TNT Big One,” costs $239.99, but it 
includes a free “My Stars.” 

Fireworks are only sold to people who are over 
the age of 16. The fireworks stands will close on 11 

P.M. on the fourth of July. 

The usage of fireworks anywhere in Temple 
City is legal, although they are prohibited in cities such 
as San Gabriel. 

“Some people light them in front of their 
houses,” says worker Li. “A lot of people also go along 
Camino Real.” 

stand at Temple City High School. “There are fountains, 
there are sparklers, and many other types. Most people 
buy sparklers.” 

Fireworks like the “Mad Dog Fountain,” “Purple 
Rain,” “Mini Monster”, and “Fire Krackle” emit showers of 
sparks and have popular “buy one, get one free” deals, 
while others such as the “Crazy Eyeballs” spin rapidly on 

Fireworks stands like this featured (above) at Temple City 
High School are located throughout the City.  

Official Logo  

Photo Courtesy  



various schools,” Burroughs wrote in 
the December 17, 2009 City Man-
ager’s Weekly Report. “We have also 
issued press releases, and have the 
information available on the City’s 
website.”  

 Individuals interested in serv-
ing must be residents of Temple City. 
Only residents between the ages of 12 
and 18 are eligible to serve.  

 The deadline to apply is Janu-
ary 12, 2010. 

 In November, the City Council 
voted to create a youth committee, 
installing Temple City Councilwoman 
Judy Wong as its first liaison. Given 
the legal controversy surrounding 
Wong, the mayor removed the coun-
cilwoman earlier this month. Instead, 
Councilman Tom Chavez, a former 
Parks and Recreation commissioner, 
was appointed.  

 The former Parks and Recrea-
tion commissioner will serve for either 
six months or up to one year. The City 
Council has yet to resolve the issue. 

 A c c o r d i n g  t o  C a t h y 
Burroughs, Planning Commissioner 
Patrick Horton and Parks and Rec-
reation Commissioner Dan Arrighi, a 
former council member himself, 
were appointed by their respective 
commissioners to serve as liaisons 
to the newly established committee.  

 The inaugural youth commit-
tee members will serve until June 
2010.  

 “We hope to schedule inter-
views by the end of January with the 
new Committee members being ap-
pointed by the Council on February 
15,” Burroughs said.  

 In the 1970s, Temple City 
also had a youth committee, but the 
group was later disbanded.  

e
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This comic strip was designed by Peterson Cheng. 
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Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article,   

“Local Paper Temple City Negotiating 

with Piazza Developer,” please visit our 

blog.  
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TEMPLE CITY Voice 

executive director, Wu demonstrated 
his readiness when he temporarily 
stepped into the position of editor-in-
chief on behalf of Chang earlier this 
year. 

 “Jason has fulfilled the tasks 
normally associated with the editor-in-
chief during his position as Senior 
Editor,” Wong explains. “I am fully 
confident that he will succeed this 
coming year, especially with the help 
of an expanded executive team.” 

 Chang asserts that her suc-
cessor is a strong leader and has suf-
ficient training to carry on the respon-
sibilities in the future. 

 “Being Editor-in-Chief is a 
tough,” the current editor states. 
“Jason will do a great job.” 

 She adds, “He’s an approach-
able person and can make the Voice 
more tight-knit.” 

 Wu will also become the sec-
ond male to serve as editor-in-chief 
(The first being Wong, the founder). 
The three previous individuals to 
serve as editor-in-chief were female. 

 Meanwhile, Chang will offi-
cially step down on July 31. 

 “Sophia did a fantastic job,” 
the executive director says. “Under 
her leadership, the Temple City Voice 
greatly improved the quality of the 
newspaper as well as expanded the 
number of staff.” 

 Chang proposed a more pro-
fessional layout, designed the official 
Temple City Voice logo, and oversaw 
standard uniforms for the organiza-
tion, Wong said. 

 “The door will always be open 
to Sophia, as well as previous Temple 
City Voice staff,” Wong says. “I do 
hope Sophia and others like her will 
return to the Voice.” 

Applications due January 12 Continued From Front Page 



EDITOR’S COLUMN: TAKING THINGS FOR GRANTED 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
July  4                  Independence Day 

  

  6        City Council Meeting  

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  7        Concerts in the Park  

         @Temple City Park, 7 P.M. 

 

  13     Planning Commission MTG 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  14        Concerts in the Park  

         @Temple City Park, 7 P.M. 
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Sophia 

 I recently made a few star-
tling discoveries. For one, clothes do 
not spontaneously fold themselves. 
Also, my refrigerator does not pro-
duce food; it just preserves it. And 
the laundry grows so fast; it’s like a 
culture of angry bacteria. I would 
have never noticed these things had 
my mom not suddenly departed to 
Taiwan. 

 Previously, I cooked and 
cleaned part-time. They were just 
chores and weren’t that big of a deal 
to take on, but only when I worked 
full-time did I understand my 
mother’s the daily struggles. Person-
ally experiencing the amount of en-
ergy her work entailed made me 
admire her inextinguishable enthusi-
asm like never before.  Having to 
take care of not only myself, but oth-
ers as well, helped me become 
more productive and less selfish. 
For example, instead of always re-
questing the nicest fried egg, I be-

gan eating the dried one with yolk 
splattered all over the place (There 
would always be a splattered egg 
each morning, no matter how hard I 
tried). 

 At first, it was a bit difficult 
for me to adjust, and I didn’t have 
any energy to do anything after-
wards. Slowly, it became easier and 
also more fun, and I started docu-
menting the food I was making, ex-
perimenting with different materials, 
and making each meal into my own 
creation. I even sent pictures over-
seas, where my mom and relatives 
squealed enviously at my more suc-
cessful dishes and laughed at my 
culinary failures.  

 I thought that all this would 
end once my mother returned. It 
didn’t. I had learned how much care 
and emotion is invested in a crea-
tion. The most profound discovery 
that I had made: a home is not a 

location; it is a creation, and like any 
other creation, requires daily effort 
and care to maintain it. Once the 
slightest bit of neglect is shown, the 
creation, like any artwork-in-
progress, weight-loss resolution, or 
best friendship, begins to deterio-
rate. I realized that the things I took 
for granted were the daily efforts of 
my friends, teachers, and loved 
ones to maintain a creation that they 
provided for me. 

 Consequentially, I have de-
cided to always check to see if I’m 
taking the things around me for 
granted, so that I can maintain and 
possibly even help develop the 
beautiful creations that my environ-
ment has provided for me. 

 

 

Sophia Chang is the outgoing Editor
-in-Chief of the Temple City Voice. 
She will attend the University of 
California, Irvine in the Fall.  


