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Subgroups 

Established 

for Planning 

City’s 50th 

Anniversary  

TCHS Winter Formal Theme to be “Bella Noche”  

TCHS Advanced C.A.D. 
class wins 4th, 6th, and 
12th out of 31 teams com-
peting for highest bridge 
efficiency.  

 

BY SOPHIA CHANG 

On Friday, Decem-
ber 11, 2009, Temple City 
High School’s (TCHS)     
Advanced Computer Aided 
Drawing class traveled to 
the Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory (JPL) in Pasadena to 
compete in its annual      
invention challenge.  

W i t h  t h r e e         
handmade bridges crafted 
out of cardboard tubes, the       
students entered and     
competed with teams from 
various schools for the   
h i g h e s t 

Lights on Temple City 

Raises Holiday Spirits 

JPL INVENTION CHALLENGE:  Temple City High 
School’s Advanced Drafting class poses with their 
bridges at the Orange Coast College regional, 
where they won 3rd place. They won 4th, 6th, and 
12th in the finals. 

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Dave Dickie 

Four subcommittees were 
created: Activities / Special 
Events, Commemorative, 
Publicity, and Ways and 
Means.  

 

BY RANDY SHUN  

 Temple City’s Parks 
and Recreation commission 
has created four subcommit-
tees to assist with preparing 
for the city’s 50

th
 anniversary 

celebration.  

 The subgroups , 
formed during the commis-
sion’s meeting on Wednes-
day, August 19, 2009, are 
Activities/Special Events, 
Commemorative, Publicity, 
and Ways and Means 
(Finance). 

The parade took place on Wednesday,           
December 9, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

BY IVY VUONG 

Bundled in gloves, scarves, and hoodies, 
many Temple City residents gathered on Las Tu-
nas awaiting the mini parade.  

The parade started at approximately 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, December 9. From 5:00 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m., the Temple City 
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Students compete at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory Continued From Front Page 
bridge efficiency.  

Temple City teams 
placed 4

th
, 6

th
, and 12

th
 

out of 31 teams. 

The rules for the    
competition were to 
craft a bridge using 
nothing but paper, 
c a r d b o a r d ,  o r        
cardstock, and glue or 
spray adhesive to hold 
it together.  

Bridges had to be 18 
inches long, allow a 10 
inch loading plate to 
be placed on the     
surface, and could not 
exceed a height of 24 
inches. 

The objective of the 
competition was to 
achieve the highest 
efficiency, or ratio of 

weight held to weight of the bridge.  

Winning bridges did not necessarily have to 
hold the maximum load, 235.4 pounds, to achieve high 

efficiencies. 

Temple City High’s three bridges were named 
Safety Net, The Plank, and Bubble. They achieved   
efficiencies of 66.29, 42.17, and 36.00, respectively, 
and their bridge weights were .89 pounds, .83 pounds, 
and 1 pound. They held 59, pounds, 35 pounds, and 36 
pounds.  

The 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 places were all taken by 

Crescenta Valley High, with bridge efficiencies of 
107.00, 68.81, and 66.42. 

To advance to these finals, teams had to place 
in the first five spots at regional competitions. TCHS 
took 3

rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 at the Orange Coast College      

regional. 

Mr. Dave Dickie, the Engineer Design and    
Advanced CAD instructor, says, “It was an honor to be 
able to accompany my students to the JPL Invention 
Challenge.”   

“The results of the event were very               
encouraging… overall this event gave the students 
great hands-on experiences in problem solving,        
designing, testing and team building,” he adds. “I look 
forward to next year’s challenge.”  

This is the first year that the class has attended 
any sort of competition. 

While students competed, JPL engineers held a 
competition for highest bridge efficiencies as well, but 
were only ranked amongst themselves.  

The winning design was purely made of paper 
slips and small dabs of glue, and had an efficiency of 
346.25. The bridge, named Lazy-D, weighed 0.4 
pounds and carried 138.50 pounds. It was designed by 
Richard Goldstein, an 82-year-old engineer, who said 
that he his inspiration had come to him while observing 
a bicycle tire. 
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The Safety Net: The Safety Net 
won 4th place out of 31 teams. 



e

Park held various events, with the 
Band playing and Brighter Side sing-
ing in the background.  

The small parade featured 
Temple City High School (TCHS) 
Band, TCHS Pep Flags, TCHS 
Song, TCHS Cheer, Oak Avenue 
Auxiliaries, TCHS Associated Stu-
dent Body, Temple City Royal Court, 
Temple City councilmembers, and 
lastly ending with Santa in his sled 
guided by horses.  

Crafts activities were pro-

vided for children to create their fa-
vorite ornament, visit and take pic-
tures with Santa Clause, and snow 
was brought in for the Snow Play 
area.  

The audience was thrilled. 
TCHS senior Irene Peng said, “Band 
and Brighter Side was very enter-
taining and brought festivity. It was 
good to see the high school so thor-
oughly involved.”  

Another high school student 
Sandy Cheng noted that, “I liked the 

snow that they had for the kids be-
cause it fit in with the Lights On 
Temple City tradition. Also, I remem-
ber after the parade, all I wanted 
was hot chocolate because it was so 
cold! I was so happy to see the hot 
chocolate booth!”  

Despite the chilly conditions 
and being held on a Wednesday 
night, turnout to the event was great 
and it was an event that simply 
spread the holiday joy. 
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Festivities take place at Temple City Park Continued From Front Page 

This comic strip was designed by Jason Alvin Wu.  

e

Celebration date is May 22, 2010 Continued From Front Page 

 Each committee will be restricted to ten indi-
viduals.   

 According to Parks and Recreation director 
Cathy Burroughs, the city has approved a $50,000 
budget for the celebration. The celebration is also ex-
pected to generate $10,000 in revenue.  

 Commissioner Dan Arrighi recommended incor-
porating annual special events, such as the Camellia 
Festival, a webpage dedicated to the anniversary, and a 
time capsule. A souvenir book and calendar were sug-
gested by director Burroughs.  

 The Parks and Recreation commission also 
decided that the date of the anniversary celebration be 
Saturday, May 22, 2010.  

 Former chairwoman Nanette Fish will sit on the 
Activities/Special Events and the Publicity committees.  

 Commissioner Peggy Miller will be a member of 
the Activities/Special Events and Commemorative com-
mittees.  

 Vice-Chairwoman Andrea Olivas will serve on 
the Commemorative and Publicity committees.  

 Chairman Christopher Goad and commissioner 
Arrighi will sit on the Ways and Means committee.   

 In addition, councilmembers Tom Chavez and 
Cynthia Sternquist will work with the Parks and Recrea-
tion commission in preparing for the anniversary cele-
bration.  e

Note To Readers:  

To read an online only news article, “City Denies Business 

License for Medical Marijuana Dispensary,” please visit our 

blog at http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  



     Letters to the Editor...  
 

   Can be sent to our  
  P.O. Box 1255 

Temple City, CA 91780 

Phone: 626 - 377 - 2837 
 

Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

TEMPLE CITY  Voice 
Volume 4, Issue 20 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  

Send an e-mail! 

FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
THE MEANING OF 

CHRISTMAS  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 18       TCHS Minimum Day 

   

  21     Winter Break Begins 

 

January  4            School Resumes 

 

  5  City Council Meeting 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

   

  13  School Board Meeting 

   @District Office, 7 P.M. 

PLEASE RECYCLE! 

Note To Readers:  

The Temple City Voice will not be publishing on         

December 25, 2009 or January 1, 2010 due to the     

Christmas and New Year holidays. We will resume     

publishing on January 8. 

We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. And, Happy Holidays!  

 One week from today is Christmas.  

 For many people, Christmas is a time of    
giving, for others, like my little cousins, Christmas is a 
time of receiving.  

 As a college student, the Christmas season 
carries an even more special meaning than it once 
did. Christmas is homecoming. After a few months 
away, the holiday season is an opportunity to relax 
and to spend time with family and friends.  

 Christmas no longer is about waiting to      
receive gifts. Now, much more older and mature, 
Christmas is about giving gifts, sharing with others my 
love and affection.  

 The meaning of Christmas, to me, is time 
spent with family.  

 Have I grown wiser? I would certainly like to 
think so. Moreover, I would certainly like to be seen as 
an adult, willing and capable of handling some       
responsibilities, rather than as a child, (sometimes) 
only thinking of the joy of receiving presents.  

 Of course, I still love to receive gifts, in       
particular cash and gift cards. But, growing older, I 
have changed. I am no longer a kid.  

 But Christmas also has an even more         
significant message, beyond spending time with family 
and friends. And, this meaning is now much more   
pertinent to my life, and the lives of my fellow         
believers: the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 As Christians, the holiday season gives us the 
chance to honor the birth of our Savior, the One who 
sacrificed His life for humanity. It is my hope that I    
remember, and not forget, the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ.  

  Matthew 


