
Chen shares his view about 
consumerism and how it     
negatively affects the      

Christmas holiday.  

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

The winter months have 
passed, along with holidays, 
festivities, and presents relating 

to Christmas. 

The age-old, holiday 
tradition of buying gifts for oth-
ers makes the weeks leading up 
to Christmas the most profitable 
days of the year for retail-
ers. Why is it that we spend so 

much money on presents? 

Many would say that gift 
giving is an integral part of the 
holidays.  However, the ex-
change of presents is in no way 
mandatory for the religious or 
nonreligious people who cele-

brate Christmas.   
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Opinion:     
Materialistic Gift 

Giving Does Not      
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Meaning of 

Christmas 

Happy New Year, Temple City!  

Interview with Former 

Temple City Student   

Pepper-Sprayed at Davis  

Temple City High School alum Ian Lee 
speaks talks about his involvement with the 
Occupy Movement and the pepper-spray 

incident on campus.  

 

BY AMY FAN 

On November 18, during a UC Davis 
Occupy movement protestation, a group of stu-
dents were pepper-sprayed by a policeman, 

after the police failed to break up the crowd.  

Ian Lee, an alumnus of Temple City 
High School was one of the students. He re-
cently spoke to the Temple City Voice the 

“Christmas” on Page 3 

Children’s Author Visits Temple City Library  

“Occupy Movement” on Page 2 

City officials to discuss    
recommendations by Parks 
and Recreation             

commission.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city council on 
Tuesday agreed to meet with 
the parks and recreation 
commission to discuss a se-
ries of recommendations 

made in February.  

 Earlier this year, the 
commission recommended 
Temple City consider a park 
and open spaces master 
plan, pocket parks, and a city
-owned gymnasium. They 
also asked to schedule a joint 

meeting with the city council.  

 Most council mem-
bers voiced their support of 
the park and open spaces 
master 

“Gym” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  

Author Cornelia Funke shared stories last month at 

the Temple City public library.   

 

BY LOSA MERU  

The acclaimed German author Cornelia 
Funke visited the Temple City library on December 3 to 
share stories about her books and how she became a 

writer. 

Well-known for several of her most famous chil-

drens’ books, the Inkheart series, Dragon Rider, The 
Thief Lord, and Reckless, she shared with an audience 
of around 80 people about how she got started writing 
and her inspirations for writing such well-received 

books.  

Though Cornelia Funke mostly wrote for a 
young audience, her books were read by all ages. Not 
all of the audience was full of young children. For senior 
Teresa Chen, it brought back memories of her child-

hood.  

Reminiscing the past, she 
“Author” on Page 3 

“GIVING BACH”: Oak Avenue Intermediate 
School students provide entertainment for     

seriously ill families last month.  

Photo Courtesy of TCUSD  

Where to 

Build a 

City  

Gym? 
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This week’s comic strip was designed by Albert Chen. 

Council disagrees over location of potential gym Continued From Front Page 

Lee speaks about the Occupy Movement Continued From Front Page 

e

plan. 

 The plan is “the direction that we need to go,” 
newly elected Councilman Carl Blum said, during the 

April 21, 2011 city council meeting.   

 The city council also had a dialogue on the topic 

of a city-owned gym.  

 In February, the parks and recreation commis-
sion suggested building a city-owned gym at the City 
and County-owned maintenance yards, instead of Live 

Oak Park.  

 Mayor Pro Tempore Yu disagreed. “The time for 

a single-purpose facility is over,” he said.  

 Yu stated he favored a gym at Live Oak Park, 
despite overuse of the property, because gymnasiums 

have traditionally supported public parks. He also ex-
pressed his concern that a city-owned gym at the 
maintenance yard would require additional staff to be 

located there.  

 However, Mayor Tom Chavez and Coun-
cilmember Fernando Vizcarra in 2009 stated their oppo-

sition to constructing a gym at Live Oak Park.  

 The question of where to build will now likely be 
deferred until after the joint city council and commission 

meeting.  

 In 2010, the City tried to pursue the construction 

of gym, but stopped due to lack of grants.  

 City staff previously estimated that it would cost 

$3 to $5 million to build a gym.  

movement and the pepper-spray incident. 

A first-year student, Lee joined the Occupy 
movement because he believed in restructuring the eco-

nomic structure and stopping police brutality. 

 “In terms of the University, I want to see police 
un-armed, and I want the money to be spent on educa-
tion and research,” says Lee. “I fight for the Occupy 

movement because it's something I believe in.”  

At the day of the incident, the students were 
gathered to protest the violence used by the police in a 

prior protestation.  

After refusing to budge when the police warned 
them, Sergeant John Pike pepper-sprayed Lee and his 

sitting classmates at point-blank. 

Lee, like other protestors expressed strong dis-

contentment with the conduct of the police. 

“It's ironic that at a protest partly against police 

brutality, police brutality happened,” says Lee. 

Lee was not severely hurt by the pepper spray 

and gave a speech about the incident shortly after. 

 “After the riot cops left, we agreed to rally 
and re-occupy the quad the following Monday,” said 

Lee. “That's when I made the speech.” 

When asked about the popular “Pepper Spray 
Cop” internet meme, Lee was unsure on how to 

answer. 

 “I don't know what I feel about the Pike 
meme. I will say, however, that seeing my face in 
so many news reports and articles bothers me a 

little bit.”  

e

Ian Lee (pictured) Photo Courtesy  
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Opinion: Christmas shouldn’t just 

be a gift exchange Continued From Front Page 

 

 

 

The holidays are a time for 
bonding with family, but the hassle of 
buying gifts and the disappointment 
of not getting a desired present can 

potentially ruin the holiday spirit.  

According to Anthony Rus-
sell, a high school history teacher, 
“The media has blown up the gift giv-
ing tradition and makes people who 
don’t give gifts during Christmas look 

evil.” 

Our society regards holiday 
greeting cards and letters merely as 
attachments that should accompany 
a store bought gift.  It seems that no 
one is willing to send a greeting card 
without attaching a gift certificate 

nowadays.  

However, purchasing a pre-
sent is far too easy and requires little 

consideration or thought.  

It is one thing to buy a pre-
sent but making one yourself is an-

other.  

Junior Pauline Chen says, 
“My teacher told our class to present 
a hand-made gift for our Secret San-
ta activity in order to make our gifts 

more meaningful.” 

The craving for material 
goods has plunged families into debt 
and distracted people from the more 

important traditions of Christmas. 

Less time is being spent with 
family and Christmas is losing its true 
meaning.  After getting all the toys 
they want each year, children will 
begin to see Christmas as an oppor-
tunity for new toys rather than a time 

for family get-togethers.  

The holidays are for enjoying 
time with the company of friends and 
family, but the practice of giving pre-
sents has turned the holidays into an 

annual gift exchange. 

 

  

Cornelia Funke shares her        

experience with writing books 
Continued from Front Page 

said, “It was cool to meet an author of 

a book that I read.”  

Another older reader, senior 
Adeney Zo, reveled at the luck of see-
ing a famous author at her own li-

brary.  

“I thought this was a really 
exciting event because she's not on a 
book tour or anything she just came 
because one of the librarians knew 
her and invited her,” said Zo. “She 
seems like a really genuine, nice, and 

cool person.” 

Dressed in clothing inspired 
by her books, Funke explained that 
she comes up with story ideas from 

the fairy tales in Germany, her home.  

After ending 
her discussion 
session, she 
followed it up 
with a ques-
tion and an-
swer, and 
then finally a 

book signing.  

 Be-
fore finally 
concluding the 
event, Cornel-
ia Funke’s last 
message was 
to encourage 
young writers 

to begin their own books. After start-
ing off with a story on how she used 
to start books but not finish them, 
Funke assured her audience that as 
long as they fuel their writing with 

passion, their stories will go on.  

 She encouraged them to 
make reading a magical experience. 
According to Funke, “…if you put 
memories in [your books,] or writing, 
or underline something that touched 
you, you will find…your old self there, 
in that book, when you open it again. 
That’s magic.” 
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The author spoke to guests on December 3 at the Temple 

City public library.  



EDITOR’S COLUMN: TECHNOLOGY IS OVERRATED 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 9 PTSA Meeting 

 @Temple City High School, 7 P.M. 

 

  10 Financial Aid Night 

@Temple City High School, 7 P.M. 

 

     Planning Commission Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  13    High School Dance Concert 

@San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7 P.M. 

 

  16 MLK Holiday           
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Amy 

 Remember the windstorm? 

Unless you were out-of-town or   

extremely lucky, you probably had a 

few unpleasant or funny              

experiences during the Temple City 

power outage. 

 Where are those candles?  

I can’t check Facebook, what’s   

happening in the world? All my food 

is rotting! Do we have school       

tomorrow? 

 Despite everything that 

happened, I look back on the      

windstorm positively. It was fun and 

rather interesting to see things from 

a different perspective. 

 It  was like traveling back in 

time to the 19th century, when the 

house became pitch black after five 

and knitting, conversation, and    

storytelling were popular pastimes.  

 I remember staying in my 

sister’s room and reading old comic 

books together. I also spent quality 

time with my mom at some nice 

restaurants. It was a pretty          

enjoyable experience, and I        

remembered doing things that I   

never did since about I got a decent 

computer in 8th grade. 

 Thanks to the windstorm 

and other observations, I’ve come 

to the conclusion that today’s     

modern technology is overrated. 

Complicated smart phones,        

high-resolution cameras, and      

high-speed internet — they’re all fun 

and useful, but they’re not really 

needed in life to have a good time. 

 Despite what people may 

think, you don’t really need the    

latest gadgets and technology to get 

by in the professional and social 

world. We’re so used to updating 

and upgrading our possessions that 

we never keep something for long. 

 It also destroys the         

sentimentality of a special object; an 

old doll you’ve had for years versus 

a cell phone that you just throw 

away after you get a new one. 

 Technology is amazing, but 

it’s also changed the way humans 

socialize. Why go out and play     

basketball with your friends when 

you can play it with video games? 

Why meet up with an old friend 

when you can drop her a message 

on Facebook? Why take a nature 

hike when you can play angry birds 

on your cell phone and scroll down 

tumblr? 

 I think people should open 

their eyes to other possibilities     

outside their comfort zones. There’s 

a whole world waiting if you just put 

away the iPhone for a moment. 


