
Appointed in 2009, Sternquist 
is seeking a full term  this 

March.  

 

BY AVA CHENG  

 In 2007, Cynthia Stern-
quist lost the City Council elec-
tion by a mere 20 votes. Today, 
Sternquist is now a sitting coun-
cil member eager to win her first 

full term.  

 Sternquist, a former 
Parks and Recreation commis-
sioner, as well as Planning com-
missioner, was appointed in 
2009 to fill the seat of former 
Temple City Mayor David 

Capra. 

 The appointed council-
member hopes to lead Temple 
City toward a more community-
oriented direction. Her campaign 
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Temple City Says Goodbye to 2010, Hello to 2011 

Pulido Meets with     

Piazza Developer  

LEAVE OF ABSENCE: Temple City Voice 
Executive Director/Advisor Matthew Wong 
temporarily steps down. Former Editor        
Margaret Thi to fill Wong’s role while he      

studies abroad.  

The City Manager and Randy Wang discuss 

the status of the project.  

 

BY MATTHEW WONG   

 City Manager Jose Pulido on Thursday 
announced that he recently met with Piazza 

developer Randy Wang.  

 The purpose of the meeting was “to 
discuss the status of the Piazza project and the 
next steps to successfully develop this promi-
nent site with a quality commercial center,” the 
city manager wrote in his April 8, 2010 weekly 

report.  “Sternquist” on Page 3 

UC and CSU Students Upset as State Prepares to Cut 

“Piazza” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 

City officials to consider   
re instate a pract ice         

discontinued.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 In honor of a long 
time Temple City resident 
who recently passed away, 
the City Council will consider 
whether to reinstate prayers 

at city meetings.  

 The initiative to bring 
back nonsectarian, nonde-
nominational prayers is being 
championed by Temple City 
Councilman Carl Blum. The 
councilman asked his col-
leagues to consider this dur-
ing the April 6, 2010 city 

council meeting.  

 “I would like bring an 
invocation back to these 

meetings,” he said. 

 One of the reasons 
w h y 

“Prayer” on Page 2 

Governor Brown expected to announce a new round 
of budget cuts for financially struggling higher       

education systems.  

 

BY DANNY TSANG  

 California’s newly elected governor is widely 
expected to announce massive budget cuts and tax 

hikes as he prepares to balance the state budget. 

 Jerry Brown, a Democrat elected to his third, 

nonconsecutive term, will likely ask the legislature to 

slash funding for the state’s higher education systems.  

 In response, the University of California (UC) 
and the California State University (CSU) may be forced 
to reduce student enrollment, layoff employees, and 

raise fees, yet again.  

 “It’s a bad idea for the state to cut funding,” says 
Linda Han, a Temple City High School graduate cur-
rently in her fourth year at the University of California, 

Riverside (UCR).  
“UC/CSU” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  
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This week’s comic strip was designed by Ava Cheng. 

Blum: Prayer reinstatement in honor of resident Continued 

From Front Page 

City Manager and Wang discuss the future of the       

Piazza project site Continued From Front Page 

e

Blum wants to reinstate public prayers is John Zubrick. 
Zubrick, who died last month, was an active member of 

the Temple City community.  

 Four days before Zubrick died, he wrote a letter 

to the City Council requesting that it review the issue.  

 “I feel, and possibly many others feel the same, 
that a nondenominational prayer should be invoked at 
the city council meetings, as well as the planning com-

mission meetings, and other meetings,” he said.  

 While sectarian prayers, or prayers that invoke 
the name of a deity, are illegal, prayers in public set-

tings themselves are not.  

 “Cities can, and many do, still give nonsectar-
ian, nondenominational prayers,” City Attorney Vail 

said.  

 Temple City Mayor Fernando Vizcarra on Tues-
day said that whether public prayer is reinstated will 

depend on the City Council.  

 “What I’d like to see happen…[is for the city to] 
have a public hearing, get some community input, and 

make a decision as a council,” he said. 

 “I think we definitely need to pursue this,” 

Councilman Blum said.  

 Also on Tuesday night, the mayor appointed 
Blum and Councilman Vincent Yu to a newly formed an 
ad hoc committee. This ad hoc committee will focus on 

the Rosemead Boulevard Improvement Project.   

 

 According to Pulido, Wang 
and his team are considering a 
scaled down project, as compared 
to the previous plans for a large re-

tail center. 

 “[They] agreed 
to seriously consider the 
possibility of developing 
a smaller scale single-
story commercial pro-
ject…due to the lack of 
financing in this down 

economy,” he said.  

 About four years 
ago, the City Council gave its nod to 
the Piazza developer’s plans to cre-
ate the “Piazza at Temple City,” 
then known as the “Temple City 
Galleria” and later renamed “Piazza 

Las Tunas.” 

 Wang’s proposed develop-
ment was expected to bring in 
nearly a million dollars in annual 
revenues. It had included plans for a 

banquet facility and the 
controversial 52 one-

bedroom condominiums.  

 In 2008, the city 
of Temple City sued 
Wang in anticipation of a 
breach of contract. Wang 
countersued the City, 
alleging that city officials 
had solicited bribes from 

him.  

 A settlement to resolve the 
lawsuits was reached in February. 
As a result, the legal documents 
signed between the Piazza devel-

oper and the City were voided.  

 Still, the 
c o n t r o v e r s y 
stemming from 
Wang’s counter-

suit lingers.  

 L a s t 
month, former 
Temple City 
Mayor  Judy 
Wong resigned 
her seat on the 

City Council. At that time, Wong 
stated she was giving up her seat in 
order to spend more time focusing 

on her legal defense.    

 Like Wong, former Temple 
City Mayor Cathé Wilson also faces 
bribery charges. Wilson was denied 

re-election in 2009.  

 Today, the corner of Las 
Tunas Drive and Rosemead Boule-
vard remains vacant and filled with 

overgrown vegetation.  

 Both Wang and city’s staff 
plan on meeting at the end of this 

month, Pulido said.  

 “All parties agreed to sched-
ule a follow-up meeting near the 
end of April 2010,” the city manager 

stated.   e

Note To Readers:  

For a full account of history behind the 

Piazza project, please visit our blog at 

http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

 

The blog features stories on the Piazza 

and the controversy behind the        

development from as far back as 2007 

to today.  
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 “Education is very important 
not just for the [students], but for the 

entire state as well,” she said.  

 Nelson Luu, a freshman also 

at UCR, agrees.  

 “I think it’s horrible,” he said.  

 In the fall of 2010, the UC 
hiked fees a whopping 15 percent, 
while the CSU increased fees across 

its campuses by eight percent.  

 In terms of the undergradu-
ate class, annual tuition now 
amounts to over $10,000 for UC stu-
dents. Meanwhile, CSU students pay 

more than $4200 a year.  

 Fees are expected to climb 

this coming year.  

 Incoming freshman, begin-
ning in 2011, at CSU schools will pay 
an extra five percent in the fall and 
an additional 10 percent in the 

spring.  

 UC freshmen will pay an ad-

ditional eight percent.  

 But, if Governor Brown calls 
for massive cuts, UC and CSU re-
gents may likely call for higher stu-

dent fees.  e

slogan is, “A New Voice, A New Di-

rection.”   

 When asked why she was 
running for City Council, Sternquist 
responded, “I would like to continue 
making a positive impact on the lives 

of the residents in this city.”  

 One of her accomplishments 
includes spearheading a partnership 
with the Habitat for Humanity of the 

San Gabriel Valley.  

 The non-profit Habitat cre-
ated a program, “A Brush with Kind-
ness” that awards $10,000 grants to 
homeowners to rehabilitate homes in 
Temple City. Costs for supplies are 
covered in the grant, while labor is 
covered by volunteers, which fosters 
a better sense of community by help-

ing those in their own city.  

 If elected, Sternquist hopes 
to expand the City’s partnership with 
Habitat and hopes to have a larger 

project that helps Temple City meet 
the state’s requirement for affordable 

and senior housing.  

 In addition to Habitat, Stern-
quist has introduced senior meals, 
enhanced senior citizen activities, 
and support for the elderly. Begin-
ning in February, senior citizens will 
have a place nearby for them to get 
a healthy, fair-priced meal at Live 

Oak Park.  

 The 32-year Temple City 
resident also was instrumental in 
launching the “50 Books for 50 
Years” book drive, which according 
to Sternquist, the City has donated a 
total of 500 new books to the local 

library.  

 The redevelopment of Tem-
ple City’s downtown is another objec-
tive of the councilwoman, if she wins 

in March.  

 She intends to make sure 
the corner of Las Tunas Drive and 
Rosemead Boulevard, the Piazza lot, 

is developed.  

 It can be “something our 
residents will be proud to have in our 

city,” she said.  

 She intends to work for a 
project that appeals to all residents, 
as well as those passing through 
Temple City, especially given that a 
commercial development will bring in 

valuable tax dollars. 

 Sternquist has been en-
dorsed by Temple City Unified 
School District School Board Mem-

ber Joe Walker.  

 

This is the first of six candidate     
profile interviews that the Temple 
City Voice will conduct for the 2011 

March City Council election.  

Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist 

Photo Courtesy of City of Temple City  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 7       Comedy Sportz Show 

            @TCHS Room 601, 7 P.M. 

 

  8      Camellia Festival Day 

     @Live Oak Park, 9 A.M. 

   

  11     Planning Commission MTG 

         @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  12        Board of Education MTG 

   @District Office, 7 P.M. 

 

          14        Dance Concert 
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 One of the most irritating 
things a parent can do to their child 

is invade their privacy. 

 It isn’t so much barging into 
their room unannounced or looking 
through their belongings anymore. 
Although those cases are still preva-
lent and invoke a sense of smother-
ing into the child,  nowadays, it is 
more a thing of Internet privacy in-

vasion. 

 Parents check their kids’ 
Facebook profiles and blogs, some-
times with acknowledgement from 

the child, and sometimes without. 

 What this creates is a sense 
of violation, similar to that when 
your door is kicked down and your 
property is searched, with or without 
a warrant. The person is being held 
on the record 24/7 and whatever 
they put on the Internet is held 

against them. 

 I can see why parents 
would feel the need to look through 
their children’s belongings and see 
what people post on their Facebook 

walls, but it isn’t right.  

 Just because the students 
happen to be underage does not 
mean that they can have their rights 

taken away. 

 Besides, children need 

space, too. 

 Regardless of a justified 
reason or not, people to need to 
understand that no matter what the 
age, invasion of privacy isn’t some-

thing that people enjoy. 

 For parents worrying over 
the safety of their kids, they can 
reach a mutual compromise. Or 
rather, they can discuss the issue 
and work to find a resolution that 

satisfies both ends. 

 Parents can discuss with 

their  children their concerns over 
Internet safety and how even the 
most secure and private accounts 

can be seen by just about anyone.  

 In turn, the child can assure 
the parent of modifying the type of 
content they post up, such as not 
posting their current location via 
FourSquare, or at least only posting 

the location after they leave. 

 Small things like these are 
more easily workable when disput-
ing the terms between child and 
parent and should be easily resolv-

able. 

 In the end, though, despite 
warnings, not every student is going 
to go through with things like what 
their parents want, because no mat-
ter how hard we try, we’ll never 
achieve 100 percent cooperation 
with just about anything in society, 

but it never hurts to try. 


