
Catching up with former Editor Jessilyn Chwa 

DANCE CONCERT: Dragonflicks teacher     
Michael Kidd gives instructions to performers of 

the TCHS Dance Concert. 

The “Lights on Temple City” last month      
allowed  people of all ages to prepare for the 

Christmas season. 

 

BY ERIC QUACH   

 The annual “Lights on Temple City” 
Christmas event took place at Temple City Park 
on December 10, from 4:00 P.M. to 8:00 PM. 
This was an event for people of all ages, and it 

was a  time for families to spend time together. 

 There were festive entertainments fea-
turing Temple City High’s Brighter Side and 
Marching Band. Brighter Side singers sang sev-
eral of Christmas 

“Lights On Temple 

City” Amuses All Ages 

for Christmas 
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Chwa served as editor in 
2009 - 2010.  
 

BY TIFFANY KHA 

Jessilyn Chwa, who 
graduated from Temple City 
High School in 2010, gave 
Temple City Voice a look into 
her life as an undergraduate 
student at University of Califor-

nia. 

Chwa originally joined 
Temple City Voice during her 
sophomore year, and had 
learned about it through a 

friend, Melanie Thi.  

She enjoyed writing 
and drawing, and at the time, 
Chwa wanted to be a news 

“Jessilyn” on Page 2 

The Facilities Use Agreement 

expires on June 30. 

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city of Temple 
City and the Temple City Uni-
fied School District are still 
working to come to an agree-
ment regarding the Facilities 
Use Agreement, Councilmem-
ber Fernando Vizcarra on 

Tuesday reported. 

 According to Mr. Viz-
carra, the School District is 
asking for $30,000 for the up-
coming 2011-2012 fiscal year, 
with an additional 5 percent 

increase per year.  

 “I had heartburn with 
that,” the councilmember said 
during the May 17, 2011 city 
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This week’s comic was designed by Emily Fan. 

losophy, Politics, 
and Law, a new 

major at USC. 

“College 
life is good; it’s way 
different from high 
school so it re-
quires a lot of get-
ting used to, espe-
cially time manage-
ment wise, espe-

cially since my 
parents aren’t 
with me,” 

Chwa said. 

 “It’s       
definitely fun 
though; I get 
so much more 
free time to 
spend with 
friends, and 
it’s a plus that I’m not in school for 8 hours. It defi-
nitely does get tough waking up for 8 a.m. classes 

though.” 

Her plans after undergraduate school are to at-
tend law school, but she has not decided on where 
to go yet. Chwa plans to work towards her goal of 

becoming a lawyer. 

 

 

This interview is a part of our “Catching Up with 

Former Staff” series.  

reporter or anchorwoman, so she saw it as a good op-

portunity.  

She became a writer and an artist during her 
sophomore year for TCV, and during her junior year, 

became the editor-in-chief.  

She opined that her experience with Temple 
City Voice “was difficult, but definitely rewarding,” and 

she is glad that she was part of it. 

Currently, Chwa attends the University of 
Southern California and where she is majoring in Phi-

Jessilyn Chwa  

Photo Courtesy  
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City, School District continue discussing joint FUA       
Continued from Front Page 

Many residents turn out for “Lights On Temple City” Continued from 

Front Page 

council meeting. 

 The joint facilities use agreement between the 

City and the School District expires on June 30.  

 If both parties are unable to come renew the 
contract, some summer programs that are sponsored by 
the City may be at risk. The programs at risk include the 
Stars and after school programs, as well as the basket-

ball league.  

 City representatives on the City-School District 
ad hoc committee, which was changed into a standing 
committee on May 3, are now suggesting a compromise 
of $25,000. An additional cost-of-living increase could be 
discussed after the city finished processing their fee as-

sessment schedule, City Manager Pulido stated.  

 Since 2009, the city has contributed $20,000 

annually to the school district.   

 “Because the city uses district facilities much 
more than the district uses city facilities, the two bodies 
came to an agreement that the city would pay a sum of 
money to offset that inequity,” Parks and Recreation Di-

rector Cathy Burroughs said.   

 In addition to the annual contribution to the 
school district, the city earlier this year decided to pay for 
half the costs of a new floor and two sets of bleachers at 
Oak Avenue Intermediate School. The city’s contribution 

for that project is estimated at $57,000.  

 

Editor’s Note: To read another published City article, 

“Jury Convicts Ex-Mayor Wilson” please visit our blog.  

song such as “Christmas Time is Here,” “Fum Fum Fum,” “Christmas Children,” and “Rock 

and Roll Christmas.”  

 After the Brighter 
Side singers, the March-
ing Band played “O’ 
Christmas Tree” as Mayor 
Tom Chavez lit the 100 
year old redwood tree. 
Once the tree was lit, the 
band began playing many 
other Christmas songs 
such as “Silent Night,” “O 

Holy Night,” “Up on the House Top,” and “Sleigh 

Ride” to entertain the crowd.  

 While adults listened to the music, chil-
dren were able to play in snow areas, get their 
very own balloon animal, ride in the holiday ex-
press train, make holiday arts and crafts and 
meet Santa Claus. Volunteers served free hot 
cocoa and delicious fresh cookies to anyone who 

attended.  

 Though there was not a parade like the 
previous years, the weather was perfect and eve-
ryone had an amazing time. The lighting of the 
tree was a wonderful way for residents of Temple 
City to prepare for the Christmas festivities and 

the Christmas atmosphere.  
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 The first semester is slowly drawing to an end, 
and as the seniors submit their final college applica-
tions and receive a few results back, there’s a feeling of 

change and transitions.  

 Suddenly, time seems to be very short. And 
things I did in past years suddenly seem meaningless. 
Did it really matter that I didn’t do so great in math de-
spite all my effort and that I dropped out of a few activi-
ties that I joined? Maybe to the colleges, but it seems 

so minor me to now. 

 What matters now are the memories I created 
and the interesting and useful things I learned. The fun 
times hanging out, the daily conversations with my 
teachers, the many club meetings and simple moments 
during break. It matters that I worked hard, tried to con-
tribute to my school, and had a lot of fun with fellow 

classmates while doing it. 

 As a senior in high school with many younger 
friends, I sometimes find myself laughing at the worries 

that people seem obsessed with nowadays.  

 Will I go to a good college? Will I get a good 
job? Will I ever become successful and make x amount 

of money?  

 When I see freshmen struggling to study SAT 
booklets during lunch, I shake my head and only wish 
they knew what I know now. (And what I wish I knew 

back then.) 

 So here’s a message to all the younger people 
out there. Quit worrying about the far away future and 
focus on what’s important now. After all, if you keep 
your mind on “what’s first” you’ll find yourself creating a 

good foundation for the future, anyway.  

 Also, set goals that you can make. Perfection is 
a false idea labeled by idealists that’s only supposed to 
motivate you to do better. Aim for progress, and resolve 

to always do better. 

 Most of all, don’t look back on your high school 
memories to realize that you’ve filled some of the best 
years of your life with unnecessary stress, drama, apa-

thy, or boringness.  

 If there’s one thing I regret about my previous 
years, it’s that I wasted too much time being disappoint-
ed with myself, instead of deciding to accept my fail-

ures and have more realistic standards.  

 So, please, have fun and keep moving forward. 

 And then, when you’re in college, study hard, 
party hard, and get your diploma like a star athlete fi-

nally crossing a finish line.  

 Good luck! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
MY REFLECTION AND ADVICE 

January 16              Martin Luther King Holiday 

 

 

17                      City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

 
20          Neighborhood Watch Meeting 

@Emperor Elementary School, 6:00 P.M. 

 

 
23                               Chamber Mixer 

@Bricks 4 Kidz, 6:00 PM  
                               

 

 

Amy 


