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Martin Luther King Jr. Day This Monday 

Temple City 

High Hosts     

Financial 

Aid Night 

For Students 

Temple City High School 
hosts an annual financial 
aid night for college-aiming 

high school students. 

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

Parents and senior 
students at Temple City High 
School attended the annual 
Financial Aid Night in the 
high school library last Thurs-
day, January 6th, for guid-
ance and advice on financing 

college. 

TCHS counselors 
invited Gina Becerril, Senior 
Assistant Director of Finan-
cial Aid at Occidental Col-
lege, to speak to a full audi-
ence about the different 
forms of financial aid and 
how to ensure that students 
receive the most help possi-

ELECTION 2011: Lawn signs are beginning to 
pop up as six candidates run for three positions 

on the City Council this March.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Parks and Recreation Commission will first 
review expansion of Dial-A-Ride to unincorpo-

rated areas.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 The Parks and Recreation commission 
will review the expansion of Temple City’s Dial-A-
Ride program to unincorporated county areas, 
Parks and Recreation Director Cathy Burroughs 

on Thursday stated.  

 “Current ly, 

City to Consider        

Dial-A-Ride Expansion  

“Financial Aid” on Page 2 “City Program”  on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

Blum, a City 

Councilman 

and Former 

Commissioner, 

Seeks a “High 

Performance”  

City             

Government  

Appointed Councilman Carl 
Blum seeks election to a full 

term on the City Council.  

 

BY ASHLEY CHANG  

Carl Blum, a current 
Temple City councilman and 
former planning commissioner, 
is running for one of three 

spots on the City Council.  

He was first appointed 
to the City Council last April 
after then-Temple City Coun-
cilwoman Judy Wong resigned 

to focus on her trial.  

Before this, Blum was 
a member of the Planning 
Commission, where he served 
for five 

“Blum” on Page 3 
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Students and parents attend workshop on     

college financial aid Continued from Front Page 

Parks and Recreation will offer the City 

Council a recommendation in a couple of 

weeks Continued from Front Page 

e

ble. 

The main item on the 
agenda was the 
FAFSA, the Free Ap-
plication for Federal 
Student Aid, the most 
common and impor-
tant form college-
bound students fill out 
regarding financial 
aid.  Becerril tackled 
the FAFSA step by 
step and answered 
any questions along 

the way. 

“The hints she give us, such as filing when your 

checking account is the lowest and what kind of univer-
sities to list that you are applying to, were really appreci-
ated,” said Senior Gabriel Jimenez.  “ It was nice to be 

taken through the steps.” 

Most students who attend college in California, 
particularly the UC and Cal State schools, receive some 
sort of financial aid.  Since aid, such as Cal Grants, is 
funded primarily through state funds, Becerril advised 
students to apply as soon as possible before other stu-

dents beat them to it. 

In addition to the FAFSA, the counselors 
brought awareness to the opportunities presented to all 
seniors via the monthly senior bulletin and advised stu-
dents to tour various college campuses before deciding 

which university to attend. 

e

individuals living in the unincorpo-
rated areas of Los Angeles County, 
bordering Temple City, are not eligi-
ble for the City’s Dial-A-Ride pro-
gram,” she wrote in the 
April 8, 2010 city man-

agers’ weekly report.  

 According to 
Burroughs, when the 
City receives an inquiry 
from a county resident, 
the city “refers them to 
L.A. County’s Dial-A-

Ride program.”  

 The issue of 
expanding coverage 
was brought up by Councilwoman 
Cynthia Sternquist at a recent city 

council meeting.  

 Only Temple City residents 
who meet the program’s require-
ments are eligible to participate in 

the city’s Dial-A-Ride program.  

 O n c e  t h e 
Parks and Recreation 
commission reviews 
the matter, a recom-
mendation will be 
given to the City 
Council, Burroughs 

said.  

 “There are 
several issues that 
need to be discussed 
if a change in the cur-

rent policy is being considered, not 
the least of which is how far outside 
the City limits we would expand,” 
the parks and recreation director 

noted.  

 The Dial-A-Ride program 
was last amended in May 2009 
when the City Council agreed to 
allow minors under the age of 13 to 

accompany a qualified rider.  

 Currently, Temple City resi-
dents 60 years of age and older or 
disabled can register to become a 
Dial-A-Ride user. Applications are 
available online and can be ob-

tained at City Hall. 

 The fare for using the City-
sponsored service is 50 cents one-

way.  

 For more information, con-
tact the Parks and Recreation de-

partment at 626-285-2171.  
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Blum’s campaign goals include a balanced 

budget and a safe community Continued from Front Page 
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years.  

Blum has been a professional civil engineer for 
36 years. He is a long-range planner an believes in 

open, fair, professional  

“I feel the city need strong leaders,” says Coun-
cilman Blum,” and we need to let the citizens have confi-

dence in skilled and knowledgeable leaders.” 

“I feel we need to become a high performance 

city.” Blum explains. “Both the city and staff.” 

A high performance city staff member, he says, 
is goal-oriented, cares about the city, and must be moti-

vated and proactive. 

Blum’s two main points for his campaign are a 

safe community and a balanced budget.  

He hopes to create a safer community by creat-
ing pedestrian and bicycle friendly routes and safer 
routes to school, lowering the crime rate, and preparing 

for emergencies. 

Councilman Blum emphasizes the importance of 

the next generation and the people of Temple City. 

“It’s not just five council members-it’s the people 

that help us.” says Blum.” I think that’s important. ”  

Blum has been a Temple City resident for 26 
years. He is married, has four children, and three grand-

children, all of whom attend Temple City schools.  

 “Temple City is a neat city,” says Councilman 

Blum, “I love being a part of it. I want to make it better.” 

  

This is the second of six candidate profile interviews that 
the Temple City Voice will conduct for the 2011 March 

City Council election.  

Temple City Councilman Carl Blum 

Photo Courtesy  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
JOB FULFILLMENT 

January 14           Dance Concert 

@San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7 P.M. 

 

  17  Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

 

            Chamber Mixer 

      @Home Depot, 5:30—7:30 P.M. 

 

           18            City  Council Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Jason 

 I’ll admit that I find a lot of pressure when it 

comes to finding my future job. 

 Although they are stereotypes, the notion that 
Asian parents require their children to become either a 

doctor or engineer somewhat holds true. 

 It is natural for parents to want the best for 
their kids, and more specifically in this case, a stable 

job that pays well, if not a little bit more than well. 

 The key word I find is stability. Everyone cov-
ets a variety of careers, many that they cannot even 
dream of fulfilling because of pressure from their par-
ents and other individuals. In the end, they will adopt 
the same mentality as the ones who are delivering the 

pressure and come to understand it as fact. 

 If you’re not interested in becoming a doctor 
or engineer, let’s say, and would rather focus your 
talents on something such as art, the path you would 
tread is filled with instability. Commissions-based artist  
find themselves in desperate dependence on other 
people to pay them for art, with no guarantee of when 
the second job will be. Artists who work for a company 
may have the luxury of job stability, but for most, they 
don’t pay extravagantly well. Graphic designers usu-

ally make money in the $40k range, for example.  

 However, people need to realize that a job is 
usually what you would hold years until your retire-
ment. You’ll be working this job on an average of 40-
some years. If you don’t love your job and you have to 
stick with it for such a long period of time, there will be 

very little fulfillment in your life.  

 Why stick with a job you’ll hate for the rest of 

your life. 

 A graphic designer once told me that “It’s not 
so much about the money as it is the fulfillment you 
get from the job.” That holds true. Above everything 
else, you will have to be able to enjoy your job enough 

to be able to put up with it for a great deal of time. 

 Societal norms dictate that in this fast-moving 
world with an insanely high standard of living, you 
must have enough money to take advantage of all of 
it. It doesn’t exactly hold true. Above all material pos-
sessions and creature comforts comes personal grati-
fication, which is where the phrase “rich but lonely and 

poor but happy” stems from. 

 My boss told me something that I will never 
end up forgetting. He said to me that “First comes first, 
you have to love your job. The money will come later.” 
It’s a piece of advice that I want to share with the peo-

ple who read this.  


