
City Council to discuss a 
“pay for performance” plan at 
later date.  

 

BY YINTING HUANG 

 The city council has 
agreed to “significant”                     
amendments of the city’s            
policies governing City Hall 
employees.  

 The revision of the 
personnel rules, approved 
during the December 18, 2012 
city council meeting, comes 
after Administrative Services 
Director Tracy Hause led a 
review of the document.  

 According to the Ms. 
Hause, the city last examined 
the personnel rules and              
policies in 2008.  

 “We did find that our 
current policies were in                
conflict with current law,” she 
noted.  

City Council interview with Tom Chavez 

City Council candidate interview with                      
incumbent Tom Chavez.  

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

              On March 5, the Temple City                         
municipal election will be held to elect two new 
city council members from the four candidates, 
two of them incumbents.  The terms of City 
Council members Vincent Yu and Tom Chavez 
will end this year. 

“Interview” on Page 3 

An interview with former Editor 
Raymond Tran, a UCSD               
student.  

 

BY GRACE CHAN 

During winter break, 
former Temple City Voice Editor
-in-Chief and current student at 
the University of California San 
Diego, Raymond Tran relates 
his experiences in TCV and his 
new experiences in college. 

 Tran served as Senior 
Editor and then progressed to 
Editor-in-Chief during his senior 
year at Temple City High 
School, but before he had 
achieved these executive                   
positions, Tran first heard about 
TCV through a fellow peer and 
former editor of TCV. 

 "Jason Wu and I were 
both in high school journalism 
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TCHS BASKETBALL: The Temple City High 
School Varsity Boys Basketball team won 
against San Marino in a game on January 11. 

Photo by Tony Wong 
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Catching up with Raymond Tran Continued from Front Page 
people                          
responsibilities; 
it takes a lot of 
communication 
and a                           
willingness to 
help others and 
to let them help 
you.”  

Tran 
now studies bi-

ology as a 
sophomore 
at UCSD 
with an 
interest in 
biotechnology and the pharmaceutical field. The 
transition from high school to university has given 
Tran a surreal amount of freedom and exposure.  

"I feel like the professors here are bottomless 
resources of knowledge," Tran said. "It's really cool 
to come into college with the exposure to all these 
different subjects, and I think having the freedom to 
decide which classes to take, which clubs to join 
and how to spend your time is really a blessing.” 

On a final note, Tran relays that his time spent in 
TCV and the time he is spending in college was 
and is a memorable experience. 

I got to spend a lot of time with some team 
members [in TCV], and as result I found some                 
really valuable friendships," Tran said. "[As for               
college,] I'm meeting a lot of people, and I've been 
very fortunate to have found a couple of close 
friends. College is an awesome place to be in and 
I'm trying to enjoy every moment of it."  

together," Tran said. "We thought it was a good way to 
further develop our journalism skills."  

 Tran’s executive positions in TCV taught him 
notable lessons and gave him valuable insight, such as 
leadership and communication , which he can apply to 
his future career.  

 “"Serving as EIC taught me to constantly                 
communicate with people inside and outside the               
organization." Tran said. "It also taught me that any 
form of leadership demands more than assigning           

This week’s comic was designed by Leona Chen.  

e

 
Tran poses for the camera. 

Photo courtesy of Raymond Tran 
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Personnel rules Continued from Front Page 

Interview with Tom Chavez 
Continued from Front Page 

 The administrative ser-
vices director proposed 22 modifi-
cations, including new job titles 
and                           definitions, as 
well as employee pay and evalua-
tions. 

 While the city council did 
approve of the proposed changes, 
they also provide their own input. 
The city     council, for example,             
offered four amendments, includ-
ing grievance and work place vio-
lence policies.  

 However, the city council 
did not discuss in depth the              
management staff’s proposal for a 
“pay for performance” program.  

 Mayor Pro Tempore           
Cynthia Sternquist asked, “Is the 
[city] council going to be involved 
in any of that process?”  

 “As a [city] council, we 
have never discussed how the 
process is going to take place, 
how the process is going to be 
implemented?” she stated.  

 In response, Ms. Hause            
noted that the city council would 
be considering the “pay for                           
performance” at a later date, in                 
January or February.  

 She said that the “revision 
of the personnel practices” would 
be conducted in three phases. 

 The first phase involved               
hiring Ralph Anderson and                    
Associates, a consultant, to look 
into a classification and                            
compensation study. The second 
phase is a complete review of the 
personnel policies. The third and 
final phase is to revise the                    
evaluation process.  

            Incumbent Tom Chavez   
previously served as mayor and 
mayor pro tempore of Temple City.  
He was a former Parks and                    
Recreation commissioner and was 
elected for City Council in 2009.  His 
main motivation for running for a 
third term is to complete unfinished 
projects started in his previous term. 

            “I still have a number of               
initiatives that I would like to                  
complete such as the Rosemead 
boulevard project,” said Chavez. 

            His major goals for his next 
term will be completing projects that 
were left unfinished and maintaining 
a secure environment within Temple 
City.  

            “The immediate goals are 
deviate major projects during the 
Rosemead Boulevard  Project,” said 

Chavez, “Long term 
goals are to continue 
to provide a safe 
place for great, 
healthy families and 
making a safe envi-
ronment for our city.” 

            Some of the 
qualities that he be-
lieves make him qual-
ified for another term 
is his beliefs in main-
taining transparency 
in city government, 
spending money 
wisely, promoting 
government participa-
tion, and maintaining 
a healthy relationship 
between the city and 
its organizations. 

 “I’m proud of the fact that we 

enacted new, higher 
levels of personal con-
duct.  Our council 
member commissioner 
established new proto-
cols for fair, ethical gov-
ernment,” said Chavez. 

 Chavez also 
highlights some of his 
past achievements 
from his previous two 
terms with other mem-
bers of city council, 
such as the update of 
the city’s emergency 
preparedness plan and 
the establishment of a 
citizens’ academy. 

            Chavez is       
running against Nick Lisk, Matthew 
Wong, and Vincent Yu. 

e

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

JANUARY 18 

TCHS DANCE CONCERT 

SAN GABRIEL PLAYHOUSE 

7 P.M. 

 

JANUARY 21 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR BIRTHDAY 

 

JANUARY 23 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MTG 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

7 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 1 

CAMELLIA COURT CORONATION 

LIVE OAK PARK COMMUNITY CTR 

7 P.M. 

Tom Chavez 
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This week, President Obama has signed 23 
executive orders that were designed to control gun 
violence in America. Naturally, this is a topic of                
extreme controversy. 

The issue of gun control has always been a 
touchy subject in the United States. There are many 
who are all for stricter regulations on gun ownership, 
and there are those who are openly and passionately 
opposed to it. Opponents see gun control as a form 
of oppression of civil rights, citing the second                     
amendment as support for their argument.  

After the recent tragedy in Sandy Hook,                  
however, the movement for strengthening gun safety 
laws has been gaining momentum.  

Here are some of the goals proposed by 
President Obama: 

 requiring criminal background checks on all 
gun sales, including private sales     

 banning "military-style" assault weapons     

 limiting ammunition magazines to 10 rounds       

 strengthening penalties for gun trafficking 

Personally, I can understand the debate from 
both perspectives. On one hand, the average                 
number of firearms in the United States is almost 90 
firearms per 100 people. That is a lot of guns. We 
also have the most number of deadly mass                 
shootings.  

On the other hand, gun control can be seen 
as an invasion of civil rights. Those who purposely 
use guns as homicide weapons are but a tiny                 
percentage of the entire population of gun owners. 
As for accidental deaths, in families with both a pool 
and a gun, children are 100 times more likely to            
accidentally drown in the pool than die by the gun. 

Either way, I think the real goal of gun control 
is to make America a safer place. Whether that is 
done by stricter regulation on guns, better security 
systems, or even more resources and help for              
mentally unstable persons, safety is the most                 
important objective. Ultimately, I’m not informed 
enough on this subject to decide what the best policy 
is, but I think this is one point we can all agree on.  
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