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JSA, TCV Join Together to Sponsor Forum  

Donations 

Flow in as 

City Prepares 

to Celebrate 
$13,000 is said to be      

collected as so far. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

As Temple City pre-
pares to hold its 50th anni-
versary celebration, dona-
tions to the event continue to 

flow into the City’s treasury.  

On Thursday, Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Cathy Burroughs announced 
thousands of dollars have 

been received. 

“To date, $13,000 
has been received in spon-
sorships,” Burroughs wrote in 
the April 15, 2010 city man-

ager’s weekly report.  

Temple City has re-
ceived donations from the 
Amida Society, Athens Ser-
vices, Burke, Williams, and 

MISS TEMPLE CITY: The five confirmed      
pageant contestants so far begin their role by 
participating in the Chamber Mixer held at Office 

Depot last Monday. 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

The Mayor runs on a campaign to “Let’s Keep 

Improving the City”  

 

BY JANETTE TANG  

 Fernando Vizcarra, mayor of Temple 
City, is running for a third term on the City Coun-

cil.  

 Vizcarra was first elected to the City 

Council in 2001.  

 “I first ran for office because I didn’t like 
the direction the city was going in,” Vizcarra said. 
“People on the council were on the council for 

themselves.”  

Vizcarra, Temple City Mayor, 

Runs for Third Term  

“Donations” on Page 3 “Vizcarra”  on Page 2 

Chamber of 

Commerce     

Begins Search 

for the Next 

Miss Temple 

City 
The annual Miss Temple City 
Ambassador Pageant is    

underway. 

 

BY TRACY CHEN 

The search for the 
next Miss Temple City has be-

gun.  

To be eligible for the 
ambassador program, contest-
ants must be at least 16 but 
not over 21 years of age, fe-
male, single, and residing 
within the boundaries of the 
Temple City city or school dis-

trict limit.  

It is emphasized that 
this program is not a beauty 
contest, although there are 
similarities in terms of the se-

lection process.  

This is an opportunity 
f o r 

“Miss TC” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 
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Mayor runs again for a third term in City Council 
Continued from Front Page 

e

 Vizcarra ran for re-
election four years later, but Tem-
ple City voters denied him a sec-
ond term. In 2007, he ran again. 
This time Vizcarra won election in 

a historic manner, by a coin toss.  

 Vizcarra’s slogan is “Let’s 
Keeping Improving the City,” and 
his platform is to ensure the City 

is run in a professional manner.  

 His main focus is to bring 
services that Temple City resi-
dents want. He hope to create a 
more attractive atmosphere in 
downtown Temple City for 

neighbors.  

 “I want to be able to buy a 
suit here,” Vizcarra said, “instead 

of having to go to the mall.”  

 The mayor is a graduate 
of Temple City High School, as 

well as California 
State University, 
L o s  An g e l e s , 
where he earned a 
master’s degree in 

business.  

 He is mar-
ried to former 
School  Board 
Member Joan Viz-
carra. Vizcarra has 
two children and 

three grandchildren.  

 The 50-year resident be-
gan his term as mayor again in 
July 2009 in the midst of contro-
versy over the Piazza develop-

ment.  

 “I had to come in, take 
over, and keep the city going for-
ward,” he said. “We focused on 
business of the city and on the 
needs of the city rather than out-
side distractions, and ensured 
that we got capable people to 

replace the ones that left.”  

 Under his tenure, the City 
Council appointed a new city 
manager and city attorney. The 
City Council also appointed Coun-
cilman Carl Blum, a former Plan-
ning commissioner, after then-
Councilwoman Judy Wong re-

signed.  

 If re-elected, Vizcarra will 
begin his second consecutive 

term on the City Council.  

 

 

This is the third of six candidate 
profile interviews that the Temple 
City Voice will conduct for the 

2011 March City Council election.  

This comic was designed by Peterson Cheng. 

Temple City Mayor Fernando Vizcarra 

Photo Courtesy  
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City continues to receive donations for celebration Continued from Front Page 

Sorensen, LLP, Inland Empire Transportation, and Sun-

nyslope Water Company.   

In addition, the City has sold “over $1000 worth 
of [50th anniversary] merchandise,” the parks and rec-

reation director said.  

Incorporated in 1960, the “Home of the Camel-

lias” turns 50 next month.  

Since last year, the City has been busy planning 

for the anniversary events. 

On May 5, the City will hold a “Walking Tour and 
Open House of City Hall, Civic Center, the Historical So-

ciety, the Los Angeles County Library, and Fire Station 

#57.  

“Tours and information will be provided at each 
facility,” Burroughs said, “as well as free refreshments 

and giveaways.”  

Then, on May 21, the “Golden Anniversary Din-
ner” will take place at St. Luke’s Hall. Limited tickets to 

this event will be available to the public.  

The next day, May 22, the City will hold a com-
munity-wide celebration at Temple City Park. The City 
will officially dedicate a bust of Walter P. Temple, the 

founder of Temple City.  

Search for next ambassador begins Continued from Front Page 

young women who are interested in representing the city 
at a variety of events such as business, social and cul-

tural events.  

During the five months of continuous prepara-
tion, all contestants will not only learn social etiquette, 
poise, public speaking skill and other aspects of self-
presentation, they will also learn about the city govern-

ment and how it functions.  

At the end of pageant, which will be in May, one 
girl will be crowned to be Miss Temple City, and two 

more girls will be selected to be on the Honor Court. 

“The experience of being Miss Temple 
City is just incredible; it’s invaluable,” the cur-
rent Miss Temple City Heidi K. Chow said. “It’s 
something I know I’ll take with me for the rest 
of my life because it has helped shape me into 
a more mature young woman. Even just the 

five month of training is a great experience.” 

On top of her busy school schedule, 
Heidi K. Chow attended pageant preparations 
every Monday and fulfilled her responsibility as 

Miss Temple City. 

“I've attended Congressman Adam 
Schiff's Business Expo, Senator Carol Liu's 
Business Walk, Senator Carol Liu's Christmas 
Party, Congressman Adam Schiff's Holiday 
Gathering, summer concerts in the park, Ca-
mellia Royal play day, and so much more,” 
Chow said. “I think I've gained a greater appre-

ciation for my community.” 

Not only do the contestants learn about 
time management, they also gain more appre-

ciation for their own community.  

During the pageant, each girl is re-

quired to present a platform issue on which they believe 
would improve Temple City and these issues range from 

health issues to education.  

This year, Chow’s platform is on cancer aware-
ness, and she actively helps plan the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay 4 Life events in order to bring about pub-

lic concern. 

About three people with no affiliation with Tem-
ple City preside over the pageant and judge the contest-

ants holistically by their speech, talents and personality. 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
CHILD CONSUMERISM 

January 26      Board of Education Meeting  

  @District Office, 7 P.M. 

 

           28                  Musical Marathon 

          @TCHS Band Room, 1-9 P.M. 

 

           29            TCHS Winter Formal 

        @Santa Anita Race Track, 8 P.M.—12A.M. 

Jason 

 I’ll admit that in the 21st century, we have 
plenty of amazing gadgets and electronic devices that 
we love to use, and more interestingly, that children 
are able to use with a generally higher proficiency 
than their adult counterparts. Regardless, though, I 
find it appalling that children as young as four have 

more of these devices than many adults. 

 Whether it be the iPad, iPod Touch, Xbox 360, 
or Nintendo DS or smart phones, there is a plethora of 
electronic devices that are dominating the consumer 

electronics economy.  

 What I find shocking, is that there are some 
kids, who have all of these devices. Some aren’t old 
enough to fully comprehend the capabilities of the 
product, but nevertheless, it is their own and not one 

shared by a parent. 

 Is it odd that they have such a high-tech de-
vice at such a young age? Very much so. When I was 
that young, we had pocket-held digital pets called 
Tamagotchi, and that was it. Sure, the new generation 
is the future of the computer age, but do they really 

need such a vast amount of electronic devices?  

 It shocks me enough to see that there are four  
year olds that have their very own iPads. Sure, their 
usage doesn’t go far beyond gaming, and the amaze-
ment that this is a portable, touch-screen computer, 
but this device is cutting edge, not to mention expen-
sive. It is like giving your child a flat-screen TV to hang 
on their bedroom wall along with a gaming console, 

and surround sound speakers to boot. 

 Some other kids, even, have even more than 
that, sporting iPods, portable gaming consoles, and 
smart phones. You may think this is just due to bad 
parenting and heavy spoiling, not to mention an in-
crease in the standard of living today than 20 years 

ago, but it is a shameful reality. 

 Do any of the adults remember what they had 

when they were six or seven?  

 It’s honestly not necessary to give your chil-
dren gifts of such a great caliber. There are plenty of 
other gifts that they can instead have that would be 
just as fine. I sincerely doubt they’ll complain to you 
about how little Johnny next door has every single 

Apple product to date at the age of five. 

 Basically, even with the conveniences and 
wonders of the 21st century, there is no need to in-
dulge children in these sorts of products, especially if 
the adults themselves barely get just one for them-

selves. 

Editor’s Note: 

The Temple City Voice will not publish next week, 

Friday January 28. We will resume publication on    

Friday, February 4.  


