
Solar power project close to completion 

PARKING LOT SALE: The TCHS Grad Nite 
Committee hosted a parking lot sale on         
Saturday, January 21, to raise money for the 

post-graduation celebration.  

The Temple City Dance Concert amused au-

diences on January 13.  

 

BY TERRENCE SUN 

 The Temple City Dance Concert was 
held at San Gabriel Mission Playhouse on Fri-

day night, January 13, 2012. 

 Students, parents, and faculty members 
attended the event to see various groups per-
formed that night, including Auxiliaries, Pep 
Flags, Choreo, and other dance groups from 

various grades.  

 Many audience members commented 

that they had a great experience.  

 “I enjoyed 

Groups Perform at High 

School Dance Concert  
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City Council asked to form a 

Public Arts commission.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI 

 The city council re-
cently directed staff to draft an 
ordinance to create a public 
arts commission, following the 
recommendation by the public 

arts advisory group.  

 Composed of four 
Temple City residents, the 
group made their recommen-
dations during the June 7, 

2011 city council meeting.  

 According to Wesley 
Hester, a member of the 
group, the commission would 
be charged with overseeing 
the “public art program” in 
Temple City. The commission 
would be similar to the Parks 
and Recreation, Planning, and 
Public Safety commissions, he 

said.   

“Public Arts” on Page 3 

Temple City High School 
starts a project to conserve 

energy for the school. 

 

BY TIFFANY KHA 

 Temple City High 
School is now in the middle of 
a renovation of its student 
parking lot, which, when com-
plete, will feature a roof of so-

lar panels. 

 This is part of a $8 
million solar power project be-
tween the Temple City Unified 
School District  and the Chev-
ron Energy Solutions Compa-
ny, Bank of America, and 
Deutsche Bank National Trust 

Company. 

 Energy conservation 
measures meetings had begun 
several years ago with an en-
ergy committee that was 
formed to look at energy and 
re-
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Dancers amuse audience at concert Continued from Front Page 
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This week’s comic was designed by Michelle Cao. 

cited at the same time--nervous about messing up and 

excited for their reaction of the performance.” 

 The dance routines were executed after  months 

of work and dedication.  

 “We’ve been preparing our rehearsals since 
summer,” Huang said. “Since school started almost eve-
ry Wednesday has been dedicated to learning and 

cleaning each routine.” 

 When asked about her favorite piece to 
perform, Huang replied, “I loved Pop, Drop, and 
Roll because it's the first time that Choreo had ever 
done hip hop. It was fun to try something different 

from the usual jazz or modern.”  

 The dance concert was a great success for 
many of the performers. Fans of the dance concert 
can mark their calendars for the Choreo Show-

case, which will be on May 24.  

the senior solos because of the soft lighting, music, and 
smoke effects,” said concert attendee David Zhuo. “It 

contrasted sharply with the other electronic dances.” 

 They also noted that performers had different 
emotions on stage. “It definitely feels different from the 
empty house during rehearsal,” says Choreo performer 
Katie Huang. “The fact that all your friends and family 
are out there to watch you makes you nervous and ex-

A student performs at the January 13 dance 

concert. 
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source conservation as a means to save money. The 
comittee looked at several companies, Chevron being 
one of them, and after a special meeting held in the end 
of March, they decided on this particular solar panel pro-

ject. 

 The project consists not only of the renovation of 
the student parking lot but also other energy conserva-
tion measures throughout the district such as the new air 
conditioning units which are is poised to save TCHS an 
estimated $800,000 a year after paying off construction 

costs, school officials said. 

 Also, over the next five years, Southern Califor-
nia Edison will be paying the school a $600,000 rebate. 
The project is plan to save money, and construction was 

estimated back in March 2011 to take 18 months. 

 Some teachers were initially worried about the 

cost of the project. 

 “At first I was worried that this purchase wasn’t 
made at the right time because of potential layoffs and 
budget cuts,” said English teacher Sarah Penalora. “But 
now that construction is almost complete, I am hopeful 
that we will see the benefits of this purchase within the 

next few years.” 

 However, many agree that will be a good invest-

ment for the future of the high school. 

 “[The project] is a great example for the commu-
nity and I think that it will be a great economical saving 
as well as a lesson in producing energy contrary to con-
vention,” said AP Environmental Science teacher Scott 

Randles. 

 Chevron will also be giving the school materials 
for the educational aspect of the project, including online 

resources and in-class lab materials.  

 During their official presentation, the group noted the lack of artwork in the city.  

 “Our list of existing public art is so minimal,” Kathy Keelin, another member of the group said.  

She added, “One of the things that often bring a 

city to life is the public art.”  

 The advisory group, which was formed 
by the city council earlier this year, also asked 
the city to allocate $15,000 (for fiscal year 2011-
2012) to allow the commission to function, as 
well as to develop and maintain a public art pro-

gram.  

 After hearing the report, the city council 
agreed to consider forming a public arts commis-

sion.  

 In addition, the city council tentatively 
approved a mural project that would be displayed 
on the Temple City public library. The advisory 

group would take the lead on the mural project.   

 Councilmembers Carl Blum and Fernan-
do Vizcarra served as the ad hoc committee 
members to the advisor group. However, on 
Tuesday, Mr. Blum stepped down and Mayor 
Tom Chavez took his spot. Mr. Blum will instead 
focus on the Rosemead Boulevard Improvement 
Project, which the public arts advisory group is 

expected to assist as well.  

Editor’s Note: To read another published City article, 
“City, School District Again at Disagreement over FUA” 

please visit our blog.  
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 This is very likely the most difficult column I 

have had to write.  

 Last December, I lost my grandmother (dad’s 
side). She was 77. My grandmother suffered a bleeding 
stroke while she was sleeping. For two days, she laid 

comatose at Arcadia Methodist. She never woke up.  

 Two weeks ago, while I was in Northern      
California, I received a phone call from my mom. She 
said that my great-grandmother (mom’s side) had 
passed away. She had been in the hospital since     
December. I can vividly recall the details because I took 
her day. I later learned that she died shortly after eating 

her breakfast. She was 101.  

 I’m sharing these personal stories because I 
want to pass on the lessons these experiences have 

taught me.  

 First, love your family and be with them as   
often as you can. Life is short. Everyone knows this. If 
you are blessed with a family (as I was), spend time 
with them. Don’t just visit during the holidays. For more 
than 22 years, I have spent my Friday evenings with 
my family. For more than two decades, I have eaten 
dinner with my grandparents and great-grandmother. 
These are the precious memories that money can’t 

buy.  

 Second, learn a second language, especially if 
you belong to an immigrant family. I can’t stress how 
useful it is for your loved ones when you are able to 
speak another language. When my grandmother and 
great-grandmother was at the hospital, I was able to 
assist because I could speak Cantonese. While some 
hospitals do have bilingual staff, often the nurse is only 
able to spend a few seconds with your loved one. 
There will be times when a question is suddenly 
thought of or assistance is required. If you can speak 
Chinese or Spanish, etc., then your talent will greatly 

benefit your family.  

 It’s never easy to lose a loved one. The closer 
you are, the more difficult it is to accept reality and let 

go. 

 

 Earlier this month, our community also lost a 
beloved and civic-minded individual. Mary Burke, a 
long-time resident and frequent attendee of city council 
meetings, passed away. She was a sweet and         
gentle-hearted woman. She always had excellent    
questions and commentary for those who were lucky 
enough to hear. While she can no longer be with us, 
her presence and spirit will always be a part of City 

Hall. Mary will be missed.   
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FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
IN MEMORIAM  

January  28                           Practice SAT Test 
@Temple City Library, 10 A.M. 

 

 
February 1                    Boys Varsity Basketball 

@Temple City High School, 7 P.M. 

 

 
February 4          Lunar New Year’s Celebration 

@Temple City Park, 1 P.M. 

 

 
February 7                                     Blood Drive 

@TCUSD Office, 12 P.M. 
 

                               

 

Matthew 


