
City Council votes to expand 
public arts commission to     
seven  

 

BY YINTING HUANG  

 The inaugural                  
meeting of the Temple City 
Public Arts Commission will be 
delayed as a result of the city 
council’s decision to   expand 
the advisory body. 

 The unanimous                
decision was made at a                     
special city council meeting on 
January 10.  

 According to city                      
documents, the public arts com-
mission was tentatively sched-
uled to hold its first                  
meeting in mid-February.  

 However, some city 
council members expressed 
concern that the                                
recommended pool of                          
candidates excluded those     
currently serving on Temple 
City’s public arts advisory 
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Artistry in Motion  
Groups throughout Temple City gathered 
together to put on a performance. 

 

BY TIFFANY  KHA  

On Friday, January 18, Temple City 
High School presented the annual dance con-
cert, titled this year “Artistry in Motion.”  

The concert was held at the San Gabri-
el Mission Playhouse, and tickets were sold at 
ten dollars for general seating and fifteen for 
reserved.   

The concert featured performances 
from many different groups, but focused mainly 
on Temple City High School’s dance team, 
Choreo. There were also Senior Solos through-
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Throughout the United 
States, people celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

 

BY NATALIE JIN 

 Every year around the 
end of January, schools, 
banks, and government-
operated facilities shut their 
doors in honor of the celebra-
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. However, with the pass-
ing of time, the once nationally 
reverend holiday has become 
merely an excuse to celebrate 
a long weekend. Let us take a 
moment to remember what 
this holiday is actually about. 

 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, celebrated on the 3rd 
Monday of every January, was 
originated as a proposition by 
trade unions. Following King’s 
death, a bill was introduced 
into Congress to create a na-
tional holiday under the name 
of Martin Luther King Jr., but 
fell short of the approval mar-
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Vincent Yu is one of four candidates who will be run-
ning for one of two open spots on city council. 

 

BY ALBERT CHEN 

This year’s Temple City municipal election will 
take place on March 5. There are four candidates                   
running for two spots on city council.   

The terms of City Council members Vincent Yu 

and Tom Chavez will end this year. 

Incumbent Vincent Yu is the current mayor of 
Temple City and previously held the position of Mayor 
Pro Tem from 2010 to 2012.  He also served on the 
Temple City Planning Commission for six years, has 
been a licensed architect for 28 years, and has lived in 
Temple City for over 20 years.   

For his second term he wants to finish projects 
from his previous term and help aid further progress. 
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TCHS FINALS: Students study diligently for 
their semester finals at the high school. 

Photo by Tony Wong 
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gin by a mere five votes.  

 The King Center began trying to spread the 
word about King, and his great deeds, alongside Stevie 
Wonder. By 1981, they received an overwhelming six 
million signatures for a petition to pass the bill, which 
was later approved and signed in 1983, by President 
Ronald Reagan. 

 King was one of the most important leaders in 
the Civil Rights Era, where discrimination was found left 
and right of African-Americans in America. His speech-
es captured the averaged citizen at the time, preaching 
about equality through unity and peace while his actions 
in leading a peaceful revolt brought him to earning a 
Nobel Peace Prize. Thanks to King, America is now in 

an equal environment for people of all races, colors, and 
backgrounds. 

 As for schools that do not get the day off, kids 
often learn about the Civil Rights Movement and segre-
gation following the Civil War. 

 Many workers also take the day to volunteer and com-
munity foundations to promote a better community. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day is also celebrated in varies loca-
tions in Japan and Canada, where people cherish 
King’s words of peace and equality. 

Let us, in the spirit of America’s renowned doc-
trine of peace, equality and unity, take a moment to let 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s wise words seep into our 
acknowledgement once more. 

out the concert from Choreo members Kimberly Ho, 
Judy Zhou, Grace Zhang, and Brittney Chau. 

Choreo captain Kimberly Ho spoke to TCV re-
garding the event. “Although it was very hectic the night 
of the show, I think the Dance Concert turned out well 
from our perspectives as the performers and we were 
also glad to hear that the audience enjoyed it as well! I 
was nervous about my solo because of how rushed my 
costume changes were and whether or not the audience 
would enjoy it. was pleased to hear what people had to 

say about not only my solo but also the other routines 
Choreo performed. “ 

Senior Judy Zhou  felt “a surge of excitement 
rush through me as I made my final leap in the last rou-
tine of then night and before I knew it, my last dance as 
a senior member of the Choreo team was over. Listen-
ing to the applause, I could not help but feel proud of my 
team for putting on such an incredible show. “ 

Performances were also given by Auxilaries, 
Beginning and Advanced Dance, Drumline, Fusion, Jr. 

Dance, JV Basketball, Krookz Crew, Oak Avenue 
Drill / Pom, Pep, Vision Crew, and others.  

Also featured were performances by teachers in 
a Dancing with the Teachers Contest. Contestants 
included Botello, Castro, Gonzalez, Herman, 
Penalora, and Schendel, who put on performances 
alongside Choreo members. The winners of the 
Dancing with the Teachers contest were decided 
based on votes during intermission. The winners 
were Mr. Schendel and Mrs. Herman.  

Senior Brittney Chau said “Penalora was so 
much fun to work with, and Ariel and I also grew 

closer while choreographing it.  

There was hard work involved, which senior 
Ariel Tan described as “countless hours of practice, 
terrible bruises...everywhere, and pushed through 
exhaustion and sickness - all for one night. But in 
the end, it was all well worth it.”   

In Chau’s words, “[the concert] was a great suc-
cess, but it was also really bittersweet because it's 
my last dance concert. Choreo has grown so much 
this year, and everyone on the team agrees that 
we're truly a family, not just a team.” 

This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen.  
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group.  

 A total of 17 residents and 
business owners applied for five 
seats on the commission. The public 
arts advisory group members Robert 
Hepler, Kathy Keelin, and Joanne 
Rosso also applied, but only Ms. 
Rosso was recommended to serve 
as an alternate to the commission.  

 “The panel felt strongly the 
new commission start fresh without a 
set agenda of activities to complete, 
and that the collective selection of 
their recommended five candidates 
reflect a strong coalition of residents, 
businesses, arts professionals and 
those with extensive non-profit and 
volunteer experience” Brian                     
Haworth, assistant to the city                  
manager, and Lesley Elwood, the 
public art consult, jointly wrote in the 
Jan. 10 memo.  

 Last October, the city coun-
cil agreed to hire an outside consult-
ant to interview prospective public 
art commissioners.  

 A contract was eventually 
awarded to Elwood and Associates, 
which made the following                            
recommendations on                         

December 10: Hilary Larsen, 
Jianxin Zhao, Angie Kim,                  
Maryann Rachford, and David 
Ho.  

 All of the                              
recommended candidates,   
excluding Zhao, are Temple 
City residents.   

 After a much debated 
conversation, the city council 
approved the recommended 
candidates and agreed to                
expand the commission to                 
seven seats with one alternate. 
This arrangement would make 
the public arts commission the 
largest of all city commissions.  

 This agreement,                 
however, is ultimately                       
contingent upon the city                                
council’s approval of an                
ordinance that would amend 
existing municipal law. This 
would also delay the seating of 
the new commission until the 
final two candidates, plus the 
alternate is selected. 

 Additionally, the city 

would pay $2300 for city attor-

ney and consultant fees.  

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 1 

CAMELLIA COURT CORONATION 

LIVE OAK PARK  

7 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 2 

LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 

TEMPLE CITY PARK 

1:30 P.M. TO 4 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 5 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 7:30 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 7 

AREA 9 NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

MTG 

GOLDEN WEST BAPTIST CHURCH 

5:30 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 10  

LUNAR NEW YEAR 

 

“I want to continue 
working for the community.  
We have made a lot of         
progress in the last four 
years,” said Yu, “There are 
policies and programs and 
projects that we are in the 
middle of, and we want to 
continue because that will 
lay the foundation for the 
future.” 

He also notes                  
several projects that he 
hopes to continue to                 
supervise. 

“I will continue to 
monitor the progress of the 
Rosemead Boulevard                

project and continue to 
help out with the Las Tunas 
project as well,” said Yu, 
“We are also doing master 
planning of the civic center.  
At the same time, we are 
also working on a                           
sustainable fiscal policy.” 

One of his goals is 
to continue to strive to be a 
quality council member and 
maintain a good                    
relationship between the 
city government and the 
city residents. 

“One of the more 
important goals is to have a 
high performance city 

council man that will truly 
serve its constituents.” said 
Yu, “I really want to make 
sure in the future that our 
new residents will feel just 
as welcome and will feel 
just as part of the city as 
everyone else.” 

Yu gives his                   
experience in city                        
government and desire to 
improve the community as 
reasons for reelecting him.  

Our Community’s Elected Officials  
 

CITY OF TEMPLE CITY · CITY COUNCIL Mayor Vincent Yu · Mayor Pro Tempore Cynthia Sternquist ·                                 

Councilmember Carl Blum · Councilmember Tom Chavez · Councilmember Fernando Vizcarra 

 

TEMPLE CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT · SCHOOL BOARD President Matt Smith ·                                

Vice-President Robert Ridley · Clerk Kien Tiet · Member Ken Knollenberg · Member Joe Walker  

 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES Supervisor Michael Antonovich  
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President Obama gave his second Inaugural 
Address in January, but debate and                              
controversy surrounding the presidential race still 
continues.  

Recently, proposals for an Electoral College 
reform have been raised in several states.                             
Particularly in states like Pennsylvania, Virginia,    
Wisconsin, and Michigan, which were swing states in 
the recent presidential election, there have been 
calls for the electoral votes to be cast by district,             
instead of winner-takes-all. 

Some are saying that these proposals, mainly 
led by Republicans, are plots to rig the system to 
raise the chances of the next Republican presidential 
candidate. Currently, 48 states, with the exception of 
Nebraska and Maine, award all of their electoral 
votes to the majority winner of votes in their state.  

The proposed division of votes would split up 
the electoral votes by awarding them to winners of 
distinct districts within the state. Indeed, statistics 
show that the election could have gone another way, 
had these proposals been implemented in                          
November. 

On the other hand, Democratic politicians                   
certainly made similar suggestions after the                      
presidential election in 2000, when Al Gore won the 
popular vote but failed to gain a majority of the 538 
electoral votes. George W. Bush won with 271 elec-
toral votes, just one vote above the required 270           
majority. 

I have my own opinion about Electoral                  
College reforms. Not only do I think that a change to 
the system is necessary, but perhaps we should get 
rid of the Electoral College completely. 

With the ultimate goal being the majority vote 
from all Americans, candidates would focus less on 
disputes in individual state votes. As for the                        
argument that a popular vote could lead to tyranny 
by the majority, I’d like to point out that this is exactly 
what is occurring on a smaller scale in the states. 

The most important thing, however, is that 
every vote would really count in a national popular 
election. One thing that bothered me during the      
election season is the sheer number of people who  
thought that their vote didn’t matter. Especially in 
California, many of my acquaintances did not bother 
voting, because “Obama would win either way”.  

Regardless of which party you support, this is 
not a good mentality to have. Yet, I must admit it has 
an element of truth. But why should people be bound 
by the tendency of their state of residence?  

In effect, these voters’ voices were                               
disregarded and completely ignored, simply because 
they were surrounded by people with different                   
political opinions. 

This effect leaves voters in many states 
somewhat ambiguous to the election, and they are 
less informed for this reason. If a national popular 
election is implemented, voters in all states could pay 
more attention to the platforms of our future national 
leaders, thus making more informed and mature         
decisions. 

It is unlikely that this proposal would be 
adopted any time soon, but it is something to                       
consider. 

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice did not                  
publish last Friday, January 25.  
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