
Temple City will celebrate the 
Year of the Dragon on       

February 4.  

 

BY AMY FAN 

 On February 4th, from 
1:30 P.M. to 4 P.M., The Temple 
City Chinese American          
Association and Temple City 
celebrate Chinese New Year at 

the Temple City Park.  

 The year 2012 marks 
the Year of the Dragon, a year 
associated with good finances 

and big projects.  

 Events planned for the 
Lunar Festival include Chinese 
food, a lion dance, and live   
entertainment. There will be no 
charge for attendees. There will 
also be many performances, 
celebrations of Chinese culture, 
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City to co-sponsor Lunar New Year Festival on Sat. 

Opinion: “Why 

Thirsty” Serves     

Superior Tea 

A Temple City Voice writer reviews “Why 

Thirsty,” a tea place in San Gabriel. 

 

BY BRIAN CHEN 

“Why Thirsty,” a newly opened tea 
room in San Gabriel, serves superior tea with 

great dishes and excellent customer service.  

“Why Thirsty” is an excellent tea place 
that makes you come back for more. Not only 
are the food and drinks tasty, the service, sur-
roundings, and overall vibe of the place is 

amazing.  

To begin with, the manager, Brad, is 
extremely nice. Not only does he make the ef-

“Lunar Festival” on Page 3 

Grad Nite Holds a Yard Sale to Fundraise 

“Why Thirsty” on Page 2 

Meetings on street          
improvement project now 

open to the public.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 City officials are now 
considering a “cycle track” for 
the Rosemead Boulevard 
Improvement Project, Mayor 
Pro Tempore Vincent Yu re-

cently reported.  

 The design team is 
assessing the “cycle track,” or 
protected bicycle lane, Mr. Yu 
said during the June 21, 2011 

city council meeting.  

 News of the city’s 
decision to install the protect-
ed bike lanes has drawn ex-

“Cycle Track” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL     

NEWS ARTICLE  

Grad Nite committee and other groups held a      
fundraiser at the Temple City High School on January 

21st.  

 

BY ERIC QUACH 

 On Janurary 21, from 8 A.M. to 12 P.M., the 
Grad Nite committee and other groups held a “Parking 

Lot Sale” in the TCHS lunch shelter to raise money. 

 The sale was originally planned to be in the cur-

rently-in-construction parking lot, but a light drizzle 
caused the event to relocate. There were rows of tables 
selling new and used items ranging from t-shirts, mugs, 
cups, to even books, movies, and board games on sale 

for a very low price.  

 TCHS clubs like Save Darfur and Anime Club 
were also able to have their own booth and sell their 
own items. Other groups outside of school, such as 

Temple City Voice, had to pay a $15 fee.  

 The parking lot sale offered other interesting 
attractions, such as a breakfast bar with coffee and do-
nuts, and caricatures done a “Sale” on Page 3 

WINTER FORMAL: Temple City High School 
students dined and danced at the Almansor 

Court in Alhambra on Saturday, January 28. 
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Protected bike lanes considered for Rosemead building     

project Continued From Front Page 

“Why Thirsty” has quality food and service  
Continued From Front Page 

e

citement from the biking community, the mayor pro tem-

pore said.  

 “People are getting very excited,” Mayor Pro 

Tempore Yu said.  

 In addition, Mr. Yu noted that the ad hoc com-
mittee on Rosemead Boulevard has become a standing 
committee, which means that the city manager will be 
reporting on the progress of the project. It also means 
that members of the public can attend the meetings held 

at City Hall each Friday.  

 However, the change will not “affect the routine 
operations of the committee or project,” City Manager 

Jose Pulido wrote in his June 23 weekly report.  

 Along with Mayor Pro Tempore Yu, Coun-

cilmember Carl Blum serves on the standing committee.  

 The Rosemead Boulevard Improvement Project 

is the city’s latest endeavor to redo the image of Temple 
City. There are plans to introduce energy efficient light-
ing, pedestrian-friendly enhancements, drought-

resistant landscaping, public art, and bicycle lanes.  

 The project will upgrade two miles of roads 

along Temple City’s western boundaries.  

 Last year, the city hired Vanir Construction 
Management and Gruen Associates to serve as project 

manager and project designer, respectively.  

 City officials previously stated that at least $6.3 
million in grants have been secured for the project, with 
an additional $3 million previous allocated from general 
fund reserves. The city also continues to actively search 

for new grants to fund the project.  

 A community meeting on the project was also 

held in March.  

fort to talk to you, he makes sure that you feel welcome 

and that all your needs are met.  

If this is your first time to “Why Thirsty,” I would 
suggest trying the Boba Milk Tea. They use real milk in 
their drinks; none of those artificial ingredients you'll find 
in other places. They also offer it cold or hot. Both taste 

just as good; so don't be afraid to try it hot if you've 

never had Hot Boba Milk Tea.  

For food, I would suggest getting the Beef Bowl 
or the Railroad. Even though they are a tad expen-
sive, the portions are huge. You always get your 
money's worth, so don't even worry about not being 
full after this meal. Don't forget to try the appetizers, 

such as the French Fries or the Sweet Potato Fries. 

 The price is pretty reasonable for the quality 
and quantity of the food. For around $10, you can 

get a meal, a side, and a drink.  

 On the downside, the seating is kind of 
small, but that's usually never a problem. People 
come in and out equally, so wait time will never be 

an issue.  

Another plus about this place is that it’s not 
overrun by teenagers that are just there to play 
cards or mess around. It's the perfect environment 
to study and actually get work done. On top of eve-
rything, this place has free wi-fi. You just have to 

ask them for the password. 

If you’re interested in trying a new place, “Why 

Thirsty” is definitely your best bet.  

This week’s comic strip was designed by Jessie Chen. 
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Temple City will celebrate the   

Lunar New Year with a festival    
Continued From Front Page 

Grad Nite and other groups hold a Parking Lot sale to      

fundraise Continued from Front Page 

e

demonstrations, and booths for     

children.  

 Local restaurants and      
caterers will also provide traditional 
Chinese food eaten at Lunar New 

Year festivals. 

 The annual event is viewed 
with positivity for        
welcoming different    
culture and festivities for 
the people of Temple 

City to experience.  

 “The event 
demonstrates the       
collective effort of the 
community to celebrate 
our diverse cultures,” 
said the Temple City   
Chinese-American      
Association organizer, Dr. Rae 

Shaiu. 

 The event also serves to 
celebrate the large Chinese         
population in Temple City and the 
San Gabriel Valley, who appreciate 
the recognition of their ethnic       

cultures. 

 “I have great memories 
of celebrating the New Year in 
China,” said resident May Gao. 
“That I can still honor and share 
these traditions in America is 

wonderful!” 

 The official beginning 
date of the    
Lunar New was 
January 23, so 
the Lunar New 
Year             
celebration 
comes at the 
end of a typical-
ly two-week 

celebration.  

 Chi-
nese-American 

residents in Temple City, who 
do not receive a holiday for Chi-
nese New Year, still take time 
to celebrate the holiday with their 
families by cooking hot pot dinners 

and giving red envelopes to children.  

 The Lunar New Year festival 
is one more activity that the resi-
dents can engage in, whether ethni-

cally Chinese or not.  

 For more information on the 
Chinese Lunar New Year Festival, 
call Roman Rodriguez at (626) 579-
0461 or the Temple City Chinese 
American Association, (626) 291-

2345.  

 

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 4 

LUNAR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 

TEMPLE C ITY PARK AT 1 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 7 

BLOOD DRIVE 

TCUSD OFFICE AT 12 P.M. 

& 

C ITY COUNCIL MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 7:30 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 8 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

D ISTRICT OFFICE AT 7 P.M. 

 

FEBRUARY 10 

COMEDY SPORTZ GAME 

TEMPLE C ITY H.S. AT 7 P.M. 

 

 

 

high school student.  

 While getting her 
caricature drawn, sopho-

more Jensine 
Chun said, “I like 
how there are all 
sorts of things 
sold here for a 
really cheap 

price.” 

 Working 
at her booth with 
her parent for 
the second year 
in a row, senior 
Stephanie Ter-
rell was ecstatic 
about selling 

again.  

 “I love it here,” said 
Terrell. “I love yard sales in 
general. You can find 

unique things like sun 
glasses, rings, and all sorts 

of accessories.” 

 Donna Georgino, 
head of the Parking Lot 
Sale Fundraiser and Pub-
licity, recently shared with 
the Voice that different 
fundraising activities are 
needed to make grad night 
a success. According to 
Georgino, normally, there 
would many attendees; 
however, due to the rainy 
weather, this year's turnout 

was low. 

 However, the Park-
ing Lot sale is only one of 
several events for Temple 

City High School’s Grad 

Nite. 

 The next Grad Nite 
fundraiser, a casino night/
silent auction on Saturday 
March 24 at 7:00 PM to 
12:00AM, is called "An 
Evening Under the Stars." 
It will take place at 9537 
Camino Real Ave. in the 

city of Arcadia. 

 For more infor-
mation, the committee has 
created a website 
at www.tchsgradnite.com   
to provide dates of upcom-
ing events and information 

regarding the festive night. 
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The Parking Lot Sale sold many     

different items.  
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 With my newest report card also comes the 

best grades I’ve ever had since freshman year.  

 Along with decent marks, I’ve also been the 
happiest I’ve ever been in years. Not that I’m a habitu-
ally, unhappy person, but because I’ve managed to 

balance myself better this year. 

 Despite what others may say, taking the hard-
est classes or extracurriculars just for “the credit” isn’t 

worth it at all. 

 I faced depression in both sophomore and 
junior year, caused by over-commitment and frustrat-
ing classes that I knew would be too hard for me. In-
stead of taking time to hang out with friends, I was 
busy getting tutored, doing activities I ended up dislik-
ing, and locking myself in my room, struggling over 

chemistry equations and algebra. 

 To be honest, in regards to my own happi-
ness, it would have been better if I neglected studying 
for more friends and family time. It would have im-
proved my mood as well. Instead, all the free time I 
had was spent up on catching up on sleep. If I had 
switched a few honors classes for regular classes and 
limited my activities, I could have saved myself a lot of 

trouble. 

 With all that behind me, I’d like to offer a bit of 
advice to all the underclassmen and anyone who’s 
stuck in the rift between choosing more work time or 

more leisure time.  

 1. Don’t overwork yourself. With more work 
comes less time to spend on other work. For example, 
I would study anywhere from three to ten hours for a 
single math test, meaning that I had less time to study 
for French. Remember that the difficult classes you 
take will have an effect on your easier classes. It’s the 
same thing with other activities — for example, the 
more time you spend on volleyball, the less time you’ll 
have for your club or CSL. If it all builds up to be too 
much, you might end up being constantly exhausted 

and irritated.  

 2. Let yourself have fun, and leisure time. It’ll 
make you feel better about the work you have. As 
long as your leisure isn’t overdone, it’ll be worth it 
when you look back at your high school years. Even 
spending time to study with friends serves as memo-

ries that you’ll come to cherish in years time.  

 3. Don’t listen to what other people say. Your 
friends might say that a certain AP class is easy, but 
would it be easy for you? Think about yourself and 
don’t compare yourself with others. Not everyone can 
be Mr. 4.0 GPA or go to UC Berkeley. Just remember 
who you are and strive for progress, not perfection. 
That way, you’ll continue to progress despite where 
you currently are. If you treat yourself like “other peo-
ple” you might find yourself in situations that are too 

difficult or uncomfortable. 

 4. And finally, love yourself and what you’re 
doing. If you’re not working hard for yourself, then 
what’s the point? It’s ridiculous to work hours and 
hours just to impress “your parents,” because they 
won’t always be a part of your life when you get older. 
A little self-respect will completely change your atti-
tude, and speaking up for yourself will stop you from 

being manipulated or treated as a “doormat.”  

 Don’t forget. It’s high school, but it’s also life. 

Be yourself. And enjoy the ride.  

Amy Fan is the editor-in-chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She is a senior at Temple City High School. 

Amy enjoys writing and drinking tea. 
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