
Funding has already been   

secured for the project.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

The City Council on 
Tuesday authorized City Man-
ager Jose Pulido to issue a RFP 
(request for proposal) for a pro-
ject manager who will oversee 
the Rosemead Boulevard Im-

provement Project.  

The Project was con-
ceived after Temple City ac-
quired Rosemead Boulevard, 
formerly under the control of the 
state of California, in 2008. 
Since then, the City has ex-
pressed much interested in en-

hancing the road.  
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Temple City Celebrates the Lunar New Year, Year of the Rabbit 

Nicholas Lisk Runs 

for City Council for 

the First Time 

LUNAR NEW YEAR: Temple City Park hosted 
a Lunar New Year Festival that included a lion 

dance and Chinese ballet performance. 

Nicholas Lisk, a resident and retired         
businessman in Temple City, runs for City 

Council. 

 

BY DANNY TSANG  

Nicholas Lisk, a 15-year Temple City 
resident, is running for a position on the City 
Council. Lisk is competing with five other candi-

dates for one of three seats.  

He wants to be a city council member 
because he knows he has the time to be dedi-

cated and committed.  

Lisk has worked 
“Rosemead Project” on Page 2 

Athens Trash Survey Mailed to Residents  

“Lisk” on Page 3  

The Junior State of America 
and the Temple City Voice 
w i l l  c o - s p o n s o r  a             
candidates’ forum at Live 

Oak Park.  

 

BY TAYLOR EVANKO 

A candidates’ forum 
for the March 8 city council 
election has been scheduled 

for Sunday, February 13. 

The Temple City 
Voice and Temple City High 
School Junior State of     
A m e r i c a  ( J S A )  w i l l                
co-sponsor the program, 
which will feature all six    
candidates running for a seat 

on the City Council. 

“The purpose is for 
the people of Temple City, 
both students and voters, to 
get to know the candidates, 
as well as [for] a meaningful 
political discussion to occur,” 
says “Forum” on Page 2 

The deadline to voice an opinion is May 15 

 

BY DANNY TSANG  

 A survey on waste collection services in Temple 
City was mailed this week, Assistant to the City Man-

ager Gary Flod on Thursday reported.  

 “The Athens Services Waste Collection Option 
Surveys were mailed out to residents on Wednesday,” 
Flod said in the April 29, 2010 weekly city manager’s 

report.  

 The survey, drafted by city officials and repre-
sentatives of Athens Services, asks Temple City resi-
dents and businesses whether they would be in favor of 
keeping the status quo or exploring new trash service 

options.  

 Residents can submit their responses via mail, 
to the city manager’s office, or fill out a response online, 

at the City’s website.  

 “The purpose of this sur-
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This week’s comic strip was designed by Kristi Hsiao. 

Student-run forum to take place on Sunday,     

February 13 Continued From Front Page 

Project Manager sought for Rosemead Boulevard              

Improvement Project Continued From Front Page 

e

e

Mark Lamb, Vice President of JSA. 

Temple City Voice Editor-in-Chief 

Jason Wu agrees. 

“[We hope] what they see at the    
forum will help them better formulate which 
candidate they would like to vote for in the 

election in March,” he says. 

The candidates’ forum will take place 
at the Live Oak Park Community Center from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. This event is open to the 

public. 

“We are hoping for Temple City High 
School students as well as adult voters to 

come,” Lamb says. 

The doors will open to the public at 

2:45 p.m. 

According to both Lamb and Wu, all 

six candidates will attend the event.  

 The candidates are Mayor Fernando 
Vizcarra, Councilman Carl Blum, Councilman 
Cynthia Sternquist, Planning Commissioner 
Manuel Valenzuela, Starene Cruse, and 

Nicholas Lisk. 

 This forum will be the fourth one   or-
ganized by both the JSA and the Voice. Since 
2007, both student-run organizations have 
held candidate forums for local City Council 

and School Board elections. 

 A separate candidates’ forum,    spon-
sored by the Temple City Chamber of Com-
merce will take place on  Wednesday, Febru-

ary 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 For more information on the student-
run forum, please contact the Temple City 

Voice at templecityvoice@yahoo.com. 

On Tuesday, April 20, 2010, Councilman Carl 
Blum provided an update on the Project to the City 

Council.  

 “ F u n d i n g 
has been ob-

tained,” Blum said.  

 A previous 
engineering report 
indicated that im-
proving Rosemead 
Boulevard would 
cost about $7 mil-
lion dollars. Temple 

City, fortunately, has received up to $6.3 million in 
grants, with another $3 million already allocated, ac-

cording to Blum.  

The councilman, who along with Councilman 
Vincent Yu was appointed to an ad hoc committee over-
seeing the Project, stated that various improvements 
were discussed, including energy efficient lighting, pe-
destrian-friendly enhancements, as well as drought 

landscaping.  

Given the scope of the project, both Blum and 
Yu recommended the City consider hiring a project 

manager.  

“Our conclusions were that there was limited 
focus and urgency on this project,” Blum said. “The cur-
rent staff does not have the time or experience to han-

dle this project at this magnitude.”  

Hiring a project manager would “provide a level 

of urgency to move this project along,” he said.  

The City’s control of Rosemead Boulevard be-
gins at the railroad tracks up until Callita Avenue. Any 
improvements to the city street will likely be matched by 
those being currently made by the County of Los Ange-

les.  

LOGOS: The JSA 
and the Voice will    
c o - sp o n so r  a        

candidates’ forum.  
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Survey due May 15 Continued From Front Page 

Lisk runs for City Council as a 

newcomer Continued From Front Page 

with small businesses and the 
Chamber of Commerce. He attends 
many of the meetings that take place 
and is knowledgeable about what is 
happening in terms of events, deci-
sions that are being made, and prob-

lems around the community. 

“I get a lot of input from col-
leagues,” Lisk explains. “And I try to 

be as active as I can.” 

Although he is retired, he 
possesses great skill in a wide vari-
ety of fields.  As a former national 
contract negotiator, he harbors a 
wealth of knowledge in the field of 
business and considers himself a 

“great negotiator.”  

He has also worked for the 
University of California for 10 years 
and the California State Universities 
in San Diego and Sacramento, with 
profound experience as an electrical 
estimator and planner, in conjunction 

with business affairs.  

In addition to his experience 
as a former building inspector for the 
city of Sacramento for about two 
years, Lisk shows immense compe-
tency in the work force and in exper-

tise. 

Lisk aspires to assist small 
businesses by helping them with 
growing issues such as parking. He 
also expresses deep concern for the 

trees.  

He disagrees with the City’s 
past decision to relocate trees be-
cause he believes that the trees play 

pivotal roles in the community.  

In addition, he strongly 
thinks the city should monitor greater 

attention on contracts. 

“[On the] last project that we 
did,” Lisk says. “There was not a lot 

of follow up.” 

Lisk supports holding town 
hall meetings to allow residents to 

speak for longer periods of 
time. Increasing participation 
with residents, Lisk hopes, 
will help them become more 

aware about Temple City.  

In addition, he wants to de-
velop stronger connections 

with the community. 

“I’m a people-person,” says 

Lisk. 

  

This is the fourth of six can-
didate profile interviews the 
Temple City Voice will con-
duct for the 2011 March City 

Council election.  

e

vey is to solicit residents’ input 
through the selection of one of four 
waste collection options,” City Man-
ager Jose Pulido said on Thursday, 

April 22.  

 The four options include: 
one, keeping the current two times 
per week manual collection service, 
reducing the current manual collec-
tion service to once per week, 
changing to a three-container auto-
mated collection service, or changing 
to a two-container automated collec-

tion service.  

 If the community wants to 
change the current waste collection 
service, such as making a shift from 
manual to automatic service, Athens 
Services may hold town hall meet-

ings, city staff previously said.  

 A switch would save Temple 
City residents anywhere from less 
than a dollar to three dollars and 60 

cents per month.  

 In addition, the City’s envi-
ronmental footprint will likely be re-
duced because Temple City would 
need to finance the purchase of al-

ternative fuel vehicles.  

 The deadline to submit a 

response is May 15. 

 “Of the surveys returned by 
mail or submitted online by May 15, 
2010, three lucky residents will be 
picked at random to receive free 

trash service for one year!” Flod said.  

 The waste collection surveys 
are available in three languages: 

English, Chinese, and Spanish.  e

LISK: Nicholas Lisk, a retired resident of 
Temple City and a former businessman, runs 

for City Council.  

Photo Courtesy  
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 One of the biggest worries 
every parent has to face is raising 
their own kids, and in a Western 
society where we are encouraged to 
preserve our children’s self-esteem, 
disciplinary tactics have been lax for 
many, unless you’re like Amy Chua, 
known alternatively as the “Tiger 

Mom”. 

 Strict, politically-incorrect 
and often legally detrimental disci-
pline, often associated with conser-
vative Chinese upbringing, is no 
secret in Western society. However, 
up until the release of Chua’s “Battle 
Hymn of the Tiger Mother”, the de-
tails were often skewed then sud-
denly, there is back lash on just how 
seemingly cruel this type of discipli-
nary act is, largely in part due to 
rising encouragement to decrease 

the role of elitism in society. 

 Acts such as forcing a child 
to perfect a musical piece, even de-
nying them food or bathroom 

breaks, and having them play 
through meals could seem quite 
shocking.  However, only those who 
have researched the book exten-
sively or have read the memoir itself 
would know the gratification and 
excitement Chua’s daughter felt 
when she was able to finally master 

the musical piece 

 What we find wrong with 
raising kids this way is not neces-
sary the result, it is the process.  In 
this era where self-esteem is con-
sidered in a child’s development, we 
try to support our child’s growth by 
sometimes allowing less than satis-
factory results or outcomes as long 
as it means they can do better the 
next time or still retain their self-
esteem. The problem with this, is, 
that it correlates with children grow-
ing up not always developing their 
full potential because it isn’t forced 
out of them, or onto them.  I’ve no-
ticed that the current generation 

generally lacks the same talent that 
the previous generation holds.  You 
see it evident when people complain 
about movies being not as good as 

they used to, and the like. 

I never thought once that it 
would hurt to get your kids to truly 
make the best out of what they can 
be, but I won’t condone going to the 
same lengths the “Tiger Mom” has 
gone to have her kids be all around 
superior. It’s one thing to have tal-
ented, successful children; it’s an-
other to have emotionally-damaged 

prodigies. 

Although the “Chinese 
method” Chua employs may work 
for some children, overall, in our 
society, it’s not always going to be 
the ideal universal case.  In the end, 
it’s probably best to push your kids 
as hard as they can go, but not as 
extreme as conservative parenting 

will tell us to. 


