
Ava Cheng, former TCV 
member, talks about her life 
after graduation. 

 

BY LEONA CHEN 

Ava Cheng joined 
Temple City Voice in her 
sophomore year and contrib-
uted by delivering the paper, 
illustrating comics every week, 
and even writing a number of 
articles. In her senior year, 
she served as the Art Manag-
er and found herself drawing 
even more comics, but this 
time, she was working with a 
team. 

“TCV was just one of 
those activities that I juggled 
in high school,” Cheng states. 
“I saw it as an extracurricular 
activity that would give me 

Interview with City Council candidate: Nicholas Lisk 

Families rejoice on this day for feasts and 
red envelopes. 

 

BY PAULINE CHEN 

February 10, 2013 marked the first day 
of the Chinese Lunar Year as people across 
the globe celebrated over family gatherings 
and feasts, and of course the giving of red             
envelops.  

Chinese New Year is easily the most 
important traditional Chinese holiday, with            
celebrations running from the 1st day of the 

“New Year” on Page 3 

Nicholas Lisk, a candidate for 
the 2013 Temple City City 
Council, discusses his                    
campaign and future plans for 
the city. 

 

BY PROMISE LI  

Nicholas Lisk, a 16-year 
resident of Temple City and 
former national contractor, is 
running for the Temple City City 
Council Election a second time. 

Lisk has worked in a 
variety of different fields, such 
as engineering, consulting, and 
contracting; he believes that 
these exposures provided him 
great experience that would 
enable him to serve the com-
munity well. 
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LUNAR NEW YEAR: Many spectators gather 
to celebrate the New Year at a Buddhist                  
temple.                                Photo by Tony Wong 
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He also 
pointed out the 
inefficiency of 
the city’s con-
tracts. 

“Some of 
the contracts 
made by the city 
is just unbelieva-
ble,” he ex-
claimed, “The 

prices, the 
longevity, 
everything – and as council member I will fix those 
deals.” 

Lisk seeks to improve the city from an economic 
standpoint as well. 

“Another issue I find is that salaries and foreign 
investments in the town are out of proportion.  Real 
estates are not consistent in handling investments, 
and that’s one more issue the city council should 
tackle.” 

He also proudly stated that he is a strong propo-
nent of environmental causes. 

“I’m a green person,” he said. “There are con-
tracts that are being made that are excessive and 
detrimental to our environment and surroundings, 
such as the recent landscaping of Live Oak Park.” 

“We’ve got to keep the city green,” he adds. 

This year’s city council election will be held on 
March 5. For more information please contact the 
City Hall at (626) 285-2171. 

He seeks to “close the gap” in the city as coun-
cil member, promoting more participation from citizens 
while working to bring the leaders of the town closer to 
their people.  Lisk stresses that his main goal is to 
“promote effective government through the residents’ 
input and participation.” 

“I want to emphasize the importance of having 
input and activity from the public, and that all the im-
provements to the town cannot be made without the 
people’s help,” said Lisk. 

This week’s comic was designed by Adrienne Vuong.  
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Candidate Nicholas Lisk 
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experience and help 
me gain volunteer 
hours at the same 
time.” 

Although she 
is currently attending 
UC Santa Barbara, 
her experience at 
Temple City Voice 
has still been an im-
portant and influen-
tial experience. It has 
introduced her to many crucial 
things, such as the local city poli-
tics and news. She had caught a 
glimpse of the significant events in 
her city, much of which she felt 
that many other high school stu-
dents have never been exposed 
to. 

In addition to her appreci-
ation for TCV, she has shared her 

recent activities as a 
college student in 
UC Santa Barbara. 
She is majoring in 
environmental de-
sign, and has her 
eyes set on land-
scape design and 
possibly conserva-
tion ecology as well. 

“I'm basically the PR/
multi media chair for 

my residence hall's version of 
ASB,” she explains, “I am interest-
ed in those majors because they 
combine art, design, ecology and 
the environment.” 

With her determined 
mindset and interests, it is evident 
that she has a promising future in 
college. 

year to the 15th, 
the Lantern                     
Festival.  Families 
throughout                
Temple City and 
beyond brought 
relatives from all 
over to celebrate 
over a nice toast 
to a new year and 
a feast of                        
traditional Asian 
dishes. 

The Lunar New Year                      
Celebration, co-sponsored by the 
Temple City Chinese American               
Association, was held in Temple City 
on February 2, 2013 at 1:30 pm - 4 
p.m. in the Temple City Park.                    
Families came to join the festivities, 
which included entertainment, dis-
plays, craft booths, and food sam-
ples.  Temple City residents engaged 

in many other 
activities as 
well on New 
Year’s Day.  

Senior Eric 
Tran said, “It 
was a lot of fun 
and a busy day 
spending time 
with family and 
visiting many 
temples around 
the area.”  

Senior Chelsea Duong also 
agrees that Chinese New Year is 
one of the most enjoyable times of 
the year. 

“It was a lot of fun spending 
Chinese New Year,” said Duong, “I 
spent it with my Dad and his friends 
over dinner and my dad’s friend got 
him an amazing brick toast to add to 
the dinner table.” 

With all this excitement, it is 
hard to believe that this first day of 
the New Year celebration is only the 
first of many celebrations to come. 

“My favorite part of Chinese 
New Year was the Chinese New 
Year Eve lunch with my friends at Oo 
Kook Korean BBQ for the first time,” 
said Huang, “We were there for more 
than two hours and we tried very 
"unique" things such as intestines, 
tongues, and pork belly.” 

According to the Chinese 
Zodiac, each year within a 12-year 
cycle is related to a particular animal. 
The year 2013 is the year of the 
snake; according to the Chinese  
Zodiac horoscope, those who are 
born on the year of the snake are 
said to have thoughtful and wise 
characteristics. 
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 18 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 

  

FEBRUARY 23 

CAMELLIA PARADE 

LAS TUNAS DRIVE 

10 A.M.                                           

  

FEBRUARY 22-24 

CAMELLIA FESTIVAL 

TEMPLE CITY PARK 

 

FEBRUARY 26 

PLANNING COMMISSION MTG 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:30 P.M.  
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Did you know? In the US alone, about 1            
billion Valentine's Day cards are exchanged each 
year. This makes February 14 the largest seasonal 
card-sending occasion of the year, after Christmas. 

The day of love and hearts is an occasion 
that is celebrated all over the country and around the 
world. For those who don’t have a romantic partner 
to celebrate with, however, this day can seem                 
over-hyped or even pointless. 

Thus, I went in search for deeper meaning of 
this fun holiday. Other than the well-known tribute to 
St. Valentine, I found quite a few significant historical 
events that also deserve recognition and celebration 
on the 14th of February. 

On this day in: 

 1989 - The first satellite of the Global Positioning 
System (GPS) was placed into orbit in space. 

 1961 - Lawrencium, element 103, was                               
discovered and produced in in Berkeley, CA.  

 1946 - ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator 
and Computer) was unveiled. Built at the                       
University of Pennsylvania, this device was the 
world's first general purpose electronic computer. 

 1912 - Arizona was admitted as the 48th U.S. 
state. 

 1859 - Oregon became the 33rd state. 

Clearly, February 14 carries the history of 
many important events that impact the fields of                 
science, politics, technology, and many more. Even if 
you do not feel like celebrating Valentine’s Day, there 
are plenty of reasons to honor this day.  

Of course, don’t forget that familial love and 
platonic love are also worth celebrating! 

Whether you do or do not celebrate this                             
special occasion as the season of love, Happy                
February 14! 
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MISSION STATEMENT  

The Temple City Voice endeavors to provide 
news coverage to Temple City, while also     
encouraging civic responsibility within the 

community.  

Editor’s Note: Although the Temple City Voice has 
traditionally held a candidates’ forum for each local 
election since 2007, this year we faced some                    
challenges as we worked with new partners and    
experimented with a different mode of operation. We 
will not be holding a candidates’ forum for the City 
Council election this year. We thank you for your 
support and interest in the past, and we hope to          
continue co-sponsoring candidates’ forums in the 
future. 

Yinting 


