
Temple City residents celebrate Valentine’s Day 

VALENTINE’S DAY Couples from all over 
Temple City celebrate the holiday by giving 
flowers or gifts.              Photo Courtesy of Eric Quach 

City Council reappoints four commissioners 
and appoints two new ones. 

 

BY AMY FAN   

 The city council voted to appoint two 
new faces to the Planning commission, while 
reappointing four others to their respective com-
missions.  

 John Cordes and Albert Leung were 
confirmed to the Planning commission during 
the July 5, 2011 city council meeting. The city 
council also confirmed the appointments of Pat-
rick Horton (Planning), as well as Dan Arrighi, 
Nanette Fish, and Andrea Olivas (Parks and 
Recreation).  

Leung, Cordes Join 
Planning Commission 

“ Commission” on Page 3 

Xue explains the complicated 
story behind the widely      
celebrated holiday.  

 

BY ROBERT XUE 

 Nowadays, February 
14th is a day of cards, red    
roses, and chocolates, a day 
during which people express 
love in often outlandish ways. 
However, Valentine’s Day has 
not always been the way it is 
today; perhaps more so than 
any other holiday, it has 
changed from numerous     
influences.  

 It is fairly well-known 
that the holiday’s full name is 
St. Valentine’s Day. However, 
little is known about the saint 
behind the name, except for 
one astounding fact: there 
were two St. Valentines.  

“Valentine’s Day” on Page 2 

Sophomore Jimmy Du is   
currently studying at       
Stanford University. 

 

BY JUSTIN LIN  

 A current sophomore 
in college at Stanford Univer-
sity, Jimmy Du served as 
Temple City Voice’s Commu-
nity Outreach Director in 2009. 

 According to Du, he 
enjoyed Temple City Voice 
because it involved him with a 
variety of activities and intro-
duced him to important and 
interesting people.  

 “I was able to meet 
new people in a new environ-
ment,” said Du. “I was able to 
re-examine my perspectives 
on life, and I developed char-
acter.” 

“Jimmy Du” on Page 3 
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Xue: History of Valentine’s Day had nothing to do 
with romance Continued from Front Page 

e

This week’s comic was designed by Tiffany Kha. 

 It was not until the famed writer Geoffrey    
Chaucer composed a poem on February 14th to         
celebrate the engagement of King Richard II that the 
notion of romantic love became involved.  

 During the English Renaissance, St. Valentine’s 
Day became the subject of many romantic poems, and 
the holiday’s association with love developed. 

 The modern traditions evolved from the          
Victorian Era; “Valentines” made from lace and ribbons 
were the predecessors to the cards we know and love 
today. 

 In the United States, the tradition became     
intertwined with commercialism and mass production 
during the Industrial Revolution, producing the holiday 
we know and love. 

 Although the holiday and traditions have        
deviated, the general theme of remembrance has stayed 
the same. What better way is there to really celebrate 
Valentine’s Day but by showing loved ones that they are 

remembered?  

 A little bit of appreciation can go a long 
way, especially after hundreds of years of change.  

 So the next time the day comes to buy a 
box of chocolates for that special someone, or give 
a thank you note to friends and family, take a      
moment and think about how far Valentine’s Day 
has come. 

 St. 
Valentine of 
Rome was 
martyred in 
269 AD for his 
religious      
beliefs; St. 
Valentine of 
Terni, another 
martyr, faced 
persecution 
under the 
reign of      
Emperor     
Aurelian, circa 
197 AD.  

     Originally, 
the holiday was a pagan celebration called Lupercalia; 
the Roman Catholics turned the day into a               
remembrance of the saints. It had absolutely nothing to 
do with romance!  

Illustration by Amy Fan 
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Du cites the Voice as an         
influence on his life Continued from Front Page 

Two new faces appointed to Planning Commission 
Continued from Front Page 

e

THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 
FEBRUARY 20 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 

FEBRUARY 21 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 
 

FEBRUARY 22 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

DISTRICT OFFICE, 7:00 PM 
 

FEBRUARY 23 
TCHS ART SHOW 

TEMPLE CITY HIGH SCHOOL,  
3 PM 

 

FEBRUARY 24-26 
CAMELLIA FESTIVAL 

 

 All will serve two-year terms, 
which expire in June 2013.  

 Only Mr. Leung 
was sworn into office by 
City Clerk Mary 
Flandrick.  

 Mr. Cordes had 
a previous engagement 
and could not attend the 
city council meeting, 
Mayor Tom Chavez 
said. The City Clerk will 
likely swear Mr. Cordes 
in at a later date.  

 Messrs. Cordes 

and Leung join Commissioners Pat-
rick Horton, Jerry Seibert, and Tom 

O’Leary. 

 Earlier 
during the meet-
ing, Mayor 
Chavez recog-
nized Ed Chen 
and Manuel 
“Manny” Valen-
zuela III for their 
service on the 
Planning com-
mission. 

 “I want to 
take this opportunity to thank both of 

you for your contribution and dedica-
tion to making Temple City a better 
place to live,” he said. “Your contin-
ued efforts in the Planning commis-
sioner were exemplary.”  

 Both Messrs. Chen and 
Valenzuela declined to serve another 
term. 

 Mr. Chen, a former Temple 
City School Board Member, thanked 
the mayor and city council for the 
opportunity. 

 It’s been a great two years. 
It’s been an honor to serve,” Mr. 
Chen said.   

 Du also learned much 
about himself through Temple City 
Voice.  

 “I met a lot of people, 
learned more about myself, my 
priorities, and my strengths and 
weaknesses.” 

 Throughout high school, 
Du was involved extensively in 
many activities. He played varsity 
tennis on the high school tennis 
team, competed at the Science 
Bowl for Quantum Physics Club 
and taught at Kumon, an after 
school tutoring program.  

 Du is very grateful that he 
was able to serve Temple City 
Voice, as it helped him greatly 
while pursuing his studies at Stan-
ford.  

 “I am always glad that I 
had joined TCV senior year,” said 
Du. “If I hadn't, I'm sure that I 
would not be the same person 
whom I am now.”  

 Despite being an honors 
student at Temple City High 
School, Du acknowledges that 
there is much more to learning 
than just academic excellence.  

 “In college, I was also 
placed into a new environment 

it did help me gain more maturity and char-
acter, which I believe are just as important 
as, if not more than, academic IQ.” 

Photo Courtesy of Jimmy Du 



 JEREMY LIN! JEREMY LIN! JEREMY LIN! 

 Now everywhere you turn, someone is talking 
about the new NBA sensation Jeremy Lin. Born on Au-
gust 23, 1988, Lin is a professional basketball player of 
the New York Knicks of the age of only 23. His story is 
truly amazing because of his humble and optimistic 
attitude. 

 Lin was born in Los Angeles and grew up in 
Palo Alto. He dominated in his high score team leading 
in points and rebounds and eventually led his team to 
the CIF. After all these accomplishments, he still re-
ceived no athletic scholarship offers out of high school. 
He was even rejected from his dream school, Stanford. 
After being tossed around by many schools, he went to 
Harvard University to study economics. 

 After 4 years of college and earning his degree, 
he continued to pursue his dream in the NBA. After 
being undrafted, he spent time in the camp and was 
eventually picked up by the Golden State Warriors. 
During his rookie season, he did nothing but sit and 
warm the bench.  After playing minimum minutes, he 
was tossed around before landing in New York with the 
Knicks. And that’s when history took place. 

 Given the chance to play, Lin showed the world 
what he was made of, scoring totals of more than 20. 
He even has a team high of 38 points this season. With 
10 points and 13 assists, Lin secured a win against 
Sacramento on Wednesday, February 15. This win led 
the Knicks to the .500 mark with 15 wins and 15 losses. 

 But why is his story so much different from eve-
ryone else? Jeremy Lin actually made history because 
he is the first Asian American to play in the NBA. He is 
also the first Harvard player to make it into the NBA. 
But his story is truly amazing because of the way he 
takes everything in. After every game, instead of taking 
all the credit, he thanks God and his teammates.  

 An inspiration to Asian-Americans everywhere, 
Lin has faced racial discrimination but does not let that 
stop him from playing the sport that he loves. While the 
Lin-mania may come from his sudden emergence in 
basketball and great talent, it also comes from his very 
humble persona and the fact that he is breaking barri-
ers for the Asian-American community.  

 Hopefully, he will be in this league for years to 
come. 

 

Vincent Wei is the senior editor of the Temple City 
Voice. Vincent joined the Voice his freshman year and 
previously served as assistant editor and operations 
manager. He currently attends Arcadia high school.  
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