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Citizens Gather to Listen to City Council Candidates 

150 Books 

Donated to 

Local Library  

Launched in January, the 
“50 Books for 50 Years” will 
continue collecting books 

until the end of the year. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

Another set of books 
were presented on Tuesday 
to the local head librarian as 
part of the community book 
drive, “50 Books for 50 

Years.” 

To date, 150 books 
and other media items have 

been collected. 

Parks and Recrea-
t i o n  D i r e c t o r  C a t h y 
Burroughs presented the 
second bundle during the city 
council meeting on May 4, 

2010. 

“We are very happy 
that our residents have really 
come out and contributed,” 
she said. “This is the second 

GOLDEN DELI: One of the most popular         
restaurants in the San Gabriel Valley has now 

opened up a chain in downtown Temple City.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Manuel “Manny” Valenzuela, a member of the 
Planning Commission, is running for City 

Council.  

 

BY JASON WU 

 Manuel “Manny Valenzuela” III is a rela-
tively unusual resident, in terms of those who 
grew up in Temple City. Whereas his friends 
have left the City after high school to find jobs, 

Valenzuela has stayed.  

 Today, Valenzuela is the youngest candi-
date running for one of three spots in the March 8 

City Council election.  

 A graduate of 

Valenzuela Runs for 

City Council  

“Books” on Page 3 “Valenzuela”  on Page 2 

Temple City 

Celebrates the 

Lunar New 

Year 
A Lunar New Year Festival 
was held at Temple City 

Park. 

 

BY AVA CHENG 

While Chinese New 
Year fell on February 3rd this 
year, Temple City kicked it off 
early on Saturday, January 29 
with a festival at Temple City 
Park. The festival, co-
sponsored by the Temple City 
Chinese American Associa-
tion, had activities such as lion 
dancing and Chinese ballet, to 
craft booths for kids and free 

food. 

A group of lion danc-
ers started off the festival. As 
part of the performance, Mayor 
Fernando Vizcarra brought a 
head of cabbage and a red 
envelope for the lion to 'eat,' a 
traditional part of the lion 
dance. The group consisted of 
a group of local Temple City 
High School students, perform-
ing 

“Lunar Festival” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE 
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Planning Commissioner is running for City Council    
Continued from Front Page 

e

Temple  Ci ty  High  School , 
Valenzuela attended the University 
of California, Irvine, where he ma-
jored in Political Science. He is also 
in the process of completing a Mas-
ter’s degree in Public Administra-
tion, with coursework in Finance, 

Economic Development, and Ethics.  

 Valenzuela endeavors to 
restore the small-town atmosphere 
and quality of life in Temple City, 
something that has been arguably in 
decline recently. His current work 
with grant-funded programs and 
parks development for the city of 
Glendale gives him a thorough un-
derstanding of how Temple City 

could improve in such areas. 

 “Our downtown is in decay, 

and without a 
p r o a c t i v e 
approach to 
plan for and 
attract new 
businesses, 
we won’t see 
true progress 
for years to 
c o m e , ” 
Valenzuela 
said. “I be-
lieve that my 
work experi-
ence in City 
Planning and 
Communi ty 
D e v e l o p -
ment, my 

civic experience serving on the city’s 
Planning Commission, and my work 
with Temple City non-profits for the 
last 12 years will help guide me in 
making important decisions to im-
prove our downtown and commu-

nity.” 

Valenzuela believes, like 
most other candidates, that the most 
distressing issue that Temple City 
faces at this time is the downtown 

Las Tunas area. 

“There was a time when our 
downtown met our basic daily needs 
with local favorites like McVey’s 
Hardware, Temple City Stationary, 
Norma’s Pie-N-Burger, Cool’s Can-
dies, and Liebergs. Now, it is a 
struggle for many residents to shop 

h e r e . ” 
V a l e n z u e l a 
said. “The best 
way to tackle 
the erosion of 
our downtown 
is to actively 
engage the 
business com-
munity and resi-
dents, and be 
proactive in 

bringing in businesses that residents 
desire such as a theater, bookstore, 

and restaurants. 

Redevelopment is a huge 
issue impacting our city. Each can-
didate has a different perspective 
and idea proposed to bring about 

redevelopment in the city. 

“Based on my analysis, I 
believe that updating our current 
Downtown Specific Plan to include 
Rosemead Boulevard will help us 
achieve our vision for a vibrant small
-town downtown that serves our 
basic needs.” Valenzuela said. “As a 
Council candidate, I have also pro-
posed re-establishing our Business 
Retention & Attraction program to 
pursue a theater, bookstore, and 

restaurants” 

Valenzuela has stated ex-
plicitly at both City Council forum 
that he intends to only run for this 
term only, because he believes that 

action must be taken now. 

“I chose to remain here in 
Temple City because this is my 
hometown. I was very fortunate to 
grow up here, participate in the 
city’s recreational programs and 
AYSO, and graduate from Temple 
City schools.” Valenzuela said. 
“With work experience in City Plan-
ning, Community Development, and 
Parks Development, I have a re-
sponsibility to give back to the com-
munity that has given so much to 

me.” 

 

 

This is the fifth of six candidate    
profile interviews the Temple City 
Voice will conduct for the 2011 

March City Council election.  

Manuel “Manny” Valenzuela  

Photo Courtesy of Jerry Jambazian 



round of books we are donating to the library.” 

The campaign to raise books and DVDs for the 
public library on Golden West Avenue was launched in 
January. Temple City Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist 

strongly initiated and supported the effort. 

Susan Schlager, the head librarian, was present 

to accept the books. 

“I’m very happy to accept these, especially dur-

ing the economic times,” she said. 

Despite having surpassed the initial goal of 50 
books, the City Manager and Councilwoman Sternquist 
hope the public will continue to donate throughout the 

year. 

Sternquist has set a second goal of 500 books 

by the end of the year. 

“Keep bringing the books in,” Burroughs urged. 

A wish list of books and DVDs are available at 

the Temple City public library. 

A plaque with the donor’s name will be placed 

within the covers of each book. 

The city of Temple City was officially incorpo-

rated in 1960, and will turn 50 later this month. 

On May 21, the “Golden Anniversary Dinner” will 
be held at St. Luke’s Hall. Important officials are ex-
pected to attend. Limited tickets are available to the pub-

lic. 

The next day, May 22, the City will hold a com-
munity-wide celebration at Temple City Park. An official 
dedication of a bust of the City’s founder, Walter P. Tem-

ple, will take place on that day. e
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Residents continue to support “50 Books for 50 Years” Continued from Front Page 

Residents celebrate the “Year of the Rabbit” Continued from Front Page 

around the community. This was their first performance 
of the season, and they will be performing at other 
places around Temple City. Senior Thomas Choi and his 
friends organized the group this year, and are hoping to 

pass on the tradition to the next year's seniors. 

Another performance was held by the Shin 
Dance Academy, a local studio, who performed a Chi-
nese ballet. Chinese ballet differs from the 
original form of ballet in that it involves more 

intricate hand movements. 

A few martial arts groups also per-
formed. The Shaolin Kung Fu Association 
showcased small children performing forms 
and battling with weapons such as spears and 
staffs, and had their grand master perform one-

fingered pushups.  

Food, like chow mein and pop corn 
chicken was provided by restaurants in Temple 
City, such A Golden House and the Bull De-

mon King Cafe. 

Distinguished officials from both the 
city and the political districts were present, to 
give a small speech and to take place in the 
formalities. Each city council member said a 
few things about Chinese New Year and 
wished the audience luck and prosperity, and 
Councilman Vincent Yu, the only Asian mem-

ber on City Council, spoke in Chinese.  

Also present was Congressman Adam 

Schiff, who had just returned from his office in D.C. 

Members of the Youth Committee presided 
along the booths, giving surveys to young residents to 
gain a better understanding of what the youth want in 
Temple City, more specifically in the downtown Las Tu-

nas area. 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
CHINESE RELAY FOR LIFE 

February  22 Planning Commission MTG 

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M.  

 

           24 TCHS Art Show  

  @Media Center, TCHS @3:30 P.M. 

 

  25-27 Camellia Festival  

   @Temple City Park  

 

March   1 City Council MTG  

  @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

Jason 

 Whether you are personally affected by some-
one close to you (or even yourself), who is inflicted 
with cancer, or not, you can show your support to the 
people who are by attending the Chinese Relay for 

Life, hosted here in Temple City. 

 On April 16 to 17, the Southern California Chi-
nese Relay for Life, one of thousands of Relays for 
Life all across the nation, will take place at Live Oak 
Park. Although the event is open to people of all na-
tionalities and ethnicities, it is named so because of 

the high Chinese population in Southern California. 

 The event, for those who are unfamiliar with 
the premise, is where teams on-site can fundraise, 
advertise, and highlight cancer awareness and cancer 

survivors.  

 The local Relay for Life, which first started last 
summer on the track in Temple City High School, was 
planned by Edward and Ling Wu, who are based in 

Agora Hills. 

 The Wus often work closely with the Chamber 
of Commerce to plan the events and also work with 
Heidi Chow, the current Miss Temple City. Chow’s 
platform this year is cancer awareness and she coor-

dinates with the couple to bring her platform to fruition. 

 Today, I will join them in going to the Method-
ist Hospital in Arcadia to give out “love notes”, best 
wishes cards, as part of the event.  The event will be 
attended by not only the Southern California Chinese 
Relay for Life but also the CEO of Methodist Hospital, 
Dr. Richard Sun, and other youths from neighboring 

schools such as Arcadia and San Marino High School. 

 Attending events like Relay for Life don’t just 
have to be necessarily to show support for the cause. 
As these types of events welcome just about anybody 
and have a wide variety of entertainment and things to 
do, they make great events to socialize and look 
around if you are curious. A purpose of the event is for 

attendants to have fun. 

 However, almost everybody in one way or 
another will more than likely face someone who has 
cancer or will have cancer themselves. Because of 
this, I find it even more important that people play a 
larger role in cancer awareness and even take part in 
activities by the American Cancer Society or even be 

aware of what is going on with cancer-related groups.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: The Temple City Voice did not publish 

last week. We apologize for the lack of notice.  


