
This year the national                     
holiday President’s Day was 
celebrated on February 18, 
2013. 

 

BY CHRISTOPHER CHIANG 

To many people living 
in the United States,                      
Presidents Day is merely               
another holiday, celebrated on 
the third Monday of each                    
February.  

This year, Presidents 
Day was celebrated on the 
18

th
 of February. Many                    

people, myself included,             
enjoyed the Monday off,               
seeing it as a day off from the 
office or the classroom, but 
Presidents Day is much more 
than that. 

 George Washington 
was one of the United States’ 
early founders and Presidents 
Day was intended to celebrate 

TCHS Wins Varsity Basketball League 

The 69th Annual Camellia Festival will begin 
on Friday, February 22, 2013.  

 

BY SABRINA FANG 

 The city will hold its 69
th
 annual                     

Camellia Festival, themed “Once in a Lifetime”, 
at Temple City Civic Park on Friday, February 
22 to Sunday, February 24. 

 Thousands of visitors will come to               
participate in the festivities, enjoying the many 

“Camellia Festival” on Page 3 

Natalie Jin, a junior, has been 
selected as the Temple City 
delegate to attend Girls State. 

 

BY TIFFANY KHA  

 Natalie Jin, assistant 
editor for Temple City Voice, 
was recently chosen to be the 
delegate from Temple City for 
the 2013 Girls State session at 
Claremont McKenna College in 
Claremont, CA from                              
June 17-21.  

 Jin competed with four 
other nominees from the                
eleventh grade for this position.  

 The selection process 
began with teachers nominating 
students that showed an                   
interest in leadership and other 
activities, and the top five             
nominees went to a group            
interview with the American 
Legion where the final delegate 
was selected.  
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VALENTINE’S DAY: Various groups on 
the TCHS campus celebrated this holiday, 
including Spanish Club. 

Photo by Tony Wong 
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Presidents Day Continued from Front Page 

 Many Americans may not know the history             
behind Presidents Day but that does not stop them from 
celebrating it in whatever way they desire. Some                     
Americans are happy for a day of rest. Some people 

throw parties. Some communities 
that have a deeper understand-
ing of their heritage hold festivals 
on Presidents Day such as                           
Alexandria, Virginia, George 
Washington’s historic hometown. 
Some groups also perform                  
Revolutionary War reenactments. 
Many retailers use the holiday as 
an opportunity to lure shoppers to 
their stores with three-day                   
Presidents Day sales. 

 Presidents Day is also a 
federal holiday. The federal              
government, along with many 

state and local governments observe the holiday for 
their employees.  

Though many businesses and higher-level              
education institutions still conduct business and hold 

classes on the day, despite the fact that it is a fed-
eral holiday, Presidents Day is a day to honor our           
national leaders. 

his birthday, which was on the 22
nd

 of February. It was 
later moved to be on the third Monday of February so 
workers could have a three-day weekend as part of the 
1971 Uniform Monday Holiday Act.  

 However, the change 
means that Presidents Day can 
never be on the 22

nd
 of February, 

the day that it was first celebrated. 

Three other presidents of 
the United States, William Henry 
Harrison, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Ronald Reagan, also have                   
birthdays in February but they are 
also unable to be celebrated on 
Presidents Day because they are 
either before or past the third             
Monday.  

Presidents Day has not changed only in its 
date but also its focus. It was first created to honor only 
George Washington but now it is a day to honor all 
presidents of the United States, past, present, and                 
future. 

This week’s comic was designed by Pauline Chen.  
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Girls State Continued from Front Page 

Camellia Festival Continued from Front Page 

 Girls State is a leadership 
program sponsored by the                  
American Legion Auxiliary,            
designed for young women to                
become more aware of the              

governmental process whilst 
learning about the responsibilities 
of citizenship. There, delegates 
from schools throughout California 
have time to develop leadership 
skills and make new friends as 
well.   

 The Temple City delegate 
is involved in several                             
extracurricular activities and is an 
Assistant Editor for Temple City 
Voice, Ocean Science Bowl            
Captain, and Vice President of 
Quantum Physics Club. She is 
also a volunteer at the American 
Military Museum.  

 “I'm really excited to meet 
so many amazing girls from all 
over California” Jin said.  “There 
are just so many outstanding girls 
out there and I'm so humbled to 
be able to join them at Girls 
State.” 

 

booths, games and carnival rides the 
festival has to offer. Visitors will also 
be able to watch the annual Camellia 
Parade featuring many of the city’s 
youth,                            
organizations and 
council representa-
tives on Saturday 
morning. 

 The                   
tradition of the              
Camellia Festival 
first began as a 
small parade in 1945 when Sharon 
Ray Pearson, at just eight months 
old, was crowned queen and rode 
down Las Tunas Drive in an open 
car. A number of Camp Fire Girls 
handed out Camellia blossoms to 
audience members in honor of the 
event, proudly representing the              

slogan “Temple City Home of the 
Camellias.” 

 Since then, the Camellia 
Festival has grown immensely in size 

and                             
popularity. 
The                  
three-day 
celebration 
attracts 
about 
20,000 
local and 

out-of-town visitors each year, about 
5,000 of them being children. The 
parade features more than 70 local 
groups and organizations, including 
the Temple City High School                   
Marching Band, local Boy and Girl 
Scout troops, and the Camellia             
Festival Royal Court. 

 “What makes the festival 
unique is its focus on the youth of the 
community,” says Miss Temple City 
2012 Brittany Bravo who will be          
participating in this year’s Camellia 
Parade, “being a part of it just makes 
me feel really happy because I           
always make a lot of good                    
memories.” 

 The Camellia Festival             
celebrates Temple City as a one 
community and encourages young 
people to participate in their local 
community. The festival is one of 
Temple City’s strongest and most 
celebrated traditions. This year’s      
festivities promises to be a “once in a 
lifetime” experience. 
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 23 

CAMELLIA PARADE 

LAS TUNAS DRIVE 

10 A.M.                                           

  

FEBRUARY 22-24 

CAMELLIA FESTIVAL 

TEMPLE CITY PARK 

 

FEBRUARY 26 

PLANNING COMMISSION MTG 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

7:30 P.M.  

 

FEBRUARY 27 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Photo courtesy of Natalie Jin 
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I have a habit of checking my mail every day. 
My email inbox is practically my web browser’s 
homepage.  

Beside electronic letters, physical letters are 
also a constant in my life, but starting in summer, this 
habit faces a change. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. Postal Service 
announced its decision to end Saturday mail delivery. 
This change will officially become effective in August 
of this year. 

The change will be difficult for Americans 
who are used to sending and receiving letters six 
days a week. 

But to be honest, who really does that any-
more? 

Gone are the days when people send letters 
and cards on a regular basis, just to say hi and to 
keep in touch with loved ones. The development of 
technology has rapidly changed the way we com-
municate. 

Nowadays, a simple phone call or text can 
instantly bridge distance that used to take days or 
even months to cross. In some cases, social net-
working sites such as Facebook and Twitter are used 
to keep in touch with friends and acquaintances one 
is unlikely to ever meet again.  

Many people in the younger generation don’t 
even use email on a regular bases, because even 
that simplified form of mail have become too cumber-
some and obsolete for this fast-paced generation. 

I must admit, I do enjoy all the convenience 
and ease that technology brings. I am a proud partici-
pant in all the above mentioned technology-enabled 
activities. 

However, there is something to be said for a 
hand-written letter or even a thin, colorful postcard in 
the mail.  

The effort of careful penmanship, the feel of 
actual paper, and the existence of a physical letter to 
reread and treasure are some of the charms of ex-
changing handwritten letters. For this reason, in addi-
tion to communicating to my friends online and by 
phone, I have a pen pal. 

Although physical letters are something that 
people enjoy receiving, even if just for the novelty 
value, it seems that most Americans recognize the 
change as necessary. 
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