
Camellia Festival: Festivities to last weekend-long 

SOCIAL: Temple City Voice staff celebrated a 
social at Why Thirsty, after hitting the half-year 

mark.         

A former editor-in-chief of Temple City Voice, 

Sophia currently studies at Irvine. 

 

BY VINCENT TSANG  

 Temple City High School alumnus, So-
phia Chang, graduated in 2009 after serving as 

the Editor-In-Chief for Temple City Voice.  

 Since then, she has been studying at 
UC Irvine and has recently changed to major in 

psychology and focuses on cognitive sciences. 

 Currently in her third year of college, 
Chang is involved in multiple opportunities and 
activities and has 
learned many les-
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“Catching Up” on Page 3 

Temple City Mayor Tom 
Chavez looks at the past and 
explains his goals for the     
future. 

 

BY ADENEY ZO 

 Nearing the end of his 
term, Mayor Tom Chavez 
looks to a bright future and 
reflects on his past work and 
achievements. 
 In 2009, Chavez was 
elected to the City Council and 
was chosen by his fellow coun-
cil members in 2010 to be the 

mayor. 

 “After serving on Parks 
& Recreation, I felt like I could 
offer more for the city. I felt it 
was a good time to take the 

next step” Chavez explained. 

 Once elected as 
mayor, Chavez created a set 
of main goals that would bring 
about change in the communi-

ty. 

 “I felt like the citizens 
of Temple City needed more 
transparency and ethics within 
local politics,” he said. “The 

“Mayor” on Page 3 

The Chamber asked for an 
additional $25k for a new 
website and organizational 

capacity building initiative.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city council re-
cently voted to approve the 
annual contract with the Tem-
ple City Chamber of Com-
merce, but denied their re-

quest for an extra $25,000.  

 The Temple City 
Chamber asked for the addi-
tional funding to build a new 
website and organizational 
capacity at the July 19, 2011 

city council meeting. 

 However, the Cham-
ber faced a setback when 
Councilmembers Cynthia 
Sternquist and Vincent Yu 
voiced opposition to the sup-

plemental funding.  
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This week’s comic was designed by Ivana Lee. 

 Chamber President and C.E.O. Linda Payne 

echoed Mr. Blum’s comments. 

 “We are changing what we’ve done for the last 
40 years,” Payne said. “Everything we’ve been doing 

has been social services, community representation.”  

 She also stressed that the Chamber needed the 

city’s assistance. 

 “Right now, we’re hanging on for dear life,” Ms. 

Payne stated.  

 Mayor Tom Chavez also voiced support for the 

additional funding. 

 “They need the tools to do that,” he said, in re-

gards to the extra $25,000. 

 “They are willing, at least to the next year, to 
make those sacrifices, to stay or keep up with what 
we’re doing as a city. I’m willing to take that leap of faith 

with them,” Mr. Chavez said.  

 A motion by Mr. Blum to approve the annual 
contract with the supplemental funding failed on a 2-2 

vote. Councilmembers Sternquist and Yu voted no.  

 “The hallmark of high performance is doing 

more with less,” Mr. Yu said before the first vote.  

 A second vote to just approve the annual 

contribution of $70,000 passed with a 3-1 vote.  

 Mr. Yu again voted no.  

 “It doesn’t quite fit what I just said with do-

ing more with less,” he said.  

 

 “I had a little bit of heartbreak when we ap-
proved that amount in the past,” Ms. Sternquist said, 
referring to the city’s annual $70,000 contribution to the 

Chamber.  

 She said that it was “the Chamber’s responsi-
bility to enhance their website” and that the city already 

was supportive of the Chamber.  

 “We are one of the few cities in the San Gabriel 
Valley that does not charge the Chamber rent,” she 

stated. 

 Mr. Blum, who favored the additional funding, 
stated the extra money was an investment. He also 
said that the city had to support the Chamber’s efforts 

to change, just as the city was changing.  

 “As we’re defining what role we should have, 
we need to work with the Chamber for them to define 

what their role is in conjunction with the city,” he said. 

 “I’ve sat through many board meetings. I know 
that they’re struggling on what direction they want with 

the city,” Councilmember Blum added.  
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Interview with the mayor Continued from Front Page 

Former editor now at UC Irvine Continued from Front Page 

council-
members and 
I worked to 
create a set of 
protocols that 
took ethical 
obligations to 
a higher lev-

el.”  

 An-
other major 
goal was to 
redevelop 

Temple City’s businesses in order 

to improve the local economy. 

 “We are continuing to in-
troduce new businesses to Tem-
ple City, especially through back-
ing development on the Gateway 
Plaza,” said Chavez. “We are 
working with some popular nation-
al chains to bring new places for 

citizens to dine and shop.”  

 The mayor has also been 
working to put the Rosemead Pro-
ject in motion, a project designed 
to beautify the portion of 
Rosemead Blvd. that runs through 

Temple City. 

 “We are planning to add 
features such as a new bike lane 
in addition to lining the street with 

art and statues,” he described.  

 Looking to the future, the 
mayor hopes that another idea in 
development, a new “Citizen’s 

Academy,” will come to life. 

 “We want to create an 
educational academy for citizens 
to learn about local government 
and how decisions are made,” 
said Chavez. “This will be particu-
larly useful in training future offi-
cials and people who are interest-
ed in becoming involved in Tem-

ple City.”  

 Though his term is com-
ing to an end, Mayor Tom Chavez 
and the City Council have many 
new projects and developments to 

improve our city.  

As a concluding thought, 
Chavez wished to thank “the dedi-
cated staff and city manager. The 
City Council doesn’t work alone, 

e
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sons.  

 “I'm currently being mentored 
by the CEO of a biotech firm called 
Epinex Diagnostics, which is a lot of 
fun, and I work at a pharmacy on the 
weekends, which is an extremely 
educational and great experience,” 
said Chang. “I'd like to apply to phar-
macy school in the summer of my 
junior year and hopefully I'll be a 
pharmacy student within the next few 

years!” 

 To make the most out of her 
college experience, Chang also par-

ticipates in clubs and social activities. 

 “I'm the vice president of 
Buddhists for World Peace and we 
mostly hold discussion meetings 
where we read texts and talk about 

life in general,” said Chang. 

 Also, since Chang enjoys 
exercising, she uses the "first free 
rock climb pass" every quarter and 
goes to the gym to play racquetball 

and badminton.  

 Ever since entering college, 
Chang has learned many essential 
lessons that she would like to share 

with people. 

 “In college, you have a lot of 
freedom,” said Chang. “You discover 
how much your parents did for you in 
high school, which includes waking 
you up for your classes and prepar-

ing food.” 

 After being part of Temple 
City Voice and many other organiza-
tions, Chang wishes to stress open-

ness and 
interaction 
with other 

people. 

 “I 
also discov-
ered that it 
is the little, 
simple mo-
ments in life 
that count in 
the long run, 
so don't be 
afraid to risk 
opening up 

to new people.” 

 Sophia is grateful for the les-
sons learned in Temple City Voice 
and the opportunities that it has 

brought her. 

Photo Courtesy of Sophia 
Chang. 

Photo Courtesy  

and the staff truly helps make Temple City 

a great place to live.” 



 This weekend, thousands of Temple City      
residents, past, present, and (possibly) future, will    
descend upon our small town community in honor of 

the Camellia Festival.  

 For those unfamiliar with our annual tradition, 
the Camellia Festival is held the last weekend of     
February. Temple City throws a parade, and even has 

a carnival at Temple City Park.  

 It is a tradition that goes back many, many 

years.  

 This year’s theme is “Let the Good Times Roll.” 
The grand marshal will be Los Angeles County Sheriffs 

Deputy Rick Adams.  

 As we prepare for this joyous occasion, much 
like the community’s own homecoming, there is an   

opportunity to reflect on our beloved city.  

 For more than 50 years (Temple City achieved 
cityhood in May 1960), our community has aspired to 
be small town America. We often pride ourselves with 
what Temple City has to offer: high-performing schools 
and low crime level. We note the annual traditions, like 
the Camellia Festival, Miss Temple City Pageant,   
Summer Concerts in the Park, Harvest Hoedown, and 
Lights on Temple City. We even create new traditions, 

like the weekly Farmers’ Market.  

 It is true. We are a small-town community.  

 Perhaps, the greatest threat to our small town 
is the failure to attract quality businesses, especially in 

the downtown area.  

 If we want our small town to survive, our     
community needs to stand together and ask for 
change. We must continually voice our concerns, offer 
our suggestions to our elected leaders. We must     
demand that our leaders’ priority be economic          

development.  

 There is a sense of urgency to this matter. We 

cannot waste any more time.  

 This weekend, as we celebrate the Camellia 
Festival, let us reflect on the future of our community. 
Whether we survive and thrive will be dependent on 

whether we are able to revitalize Las Tunas Drive.  

  

 

Matthew Wong is the Founder and Executive Director of the 
Temple City Voice. He previously served as    Advisor and 
Editor. Matthew is a Temple City High School graduate. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Asian 

American Studies at the University of California, Davis.  
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