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Camellia Festival Opens This Weekend 

Buddhist    

Organization 

Hosts Lunar 

New Year 

Festival 

The Tzuchi Foundation 
hos ted  the i r  o wn ,          
independent celebration 

for the Lunar New Year. 

 

BY VIINCENT WEI 

A second festival 
celebrating the Lunar New 
Year took place at Live Oak 
Park during the recent holi-

day season.  

Complimentary foods 
and beverages were served, 
while good luck Chinese 
symbols written with fountain 
pens were being passed 
around during the small festi-
val sponsored by the Tzu Chi 
Foundation, a nonprofit Bud-

dhist organization.  

The Tzu Chi Founda-
tion, whose name means 
"compassion and relief," is 
an international humanitarian 
o r -

ART SHOW: Temple City High School hosted an 
art show yesterday in order to showcase pencil 
art, paintings, and sculptures done by the       

various art classes on campus. 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

“Tzuchi” on Page 3 

Cruse Seeks a 

Position on the 

City Council 

Starene Cruse is running for 
the City Council for the first 

time.  

 

BY JASON WU  

 Starene Cruse is one 
of six candidates running for 

City Council on March 8. 

 She is currently a 
nurse assistant and a substi-
tute teacher for the Temple 
City Unifies School District. 
Cruse earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in Human Develop-
ment at Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity. She also has a Master’s 

degree in Education.  

 Her involvement with 
the school district and city has 
provided her with a sense of 
accomplishment, as well as a 
better connection to Temple 

City residents, Cruse said. 

 “[Being involved in the 
community] gives me a wide 
perspective of the city and its 
needs,” Cruse said. “My influ-
ence in my campaign is that I 
k n o w 

“Cruse” on Page 3 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE 

Sternquist Asks for Appeal of 

Commission Decision  

The councilwoman pushes for expansion of Dial-

A-Ride to unincorporated county areas.  

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN  

 An adamant Temple City councilperson 
on Tuesday pushed for the City to reconsider a 
decision made by the Parks and Recreation com-

mission. 

 Councilwoman Cynthia Sternquist, a for-
mer Parks and Recreation commissioner, is lead-
ing the charge to allowing unincorporated Los 
Angeles County resi-

“Dial A Ride”  on Page 2 
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Sternquist rejects recommendation from Parks and          

Recreation Commission Continued from Front Page 

e

This week’s comic strip was designed by Peterson Cheng. 

dents access to Temple City’s Dial-A-Ride program.  

 In April, Sternquist asked that the PRC review 
the matter. Shortly after, the PRC issued its decision: 

no changes.  

 As a result, a heated exchange between the 
councilwoman and Parks and Recreation Director 
Cathy Burroughs occurred at the May 4, 2010 city 

council meeting.  

 Expanding Dial-A-Ride to unincorporated areas 
would be “opening the door to bigger issues,” 

Burroughs said.  

 When asked why the Commission did not rec-
ommend expansion, the parks and recreation director 

cited a couple of reasons.  

 The first, when the Parks and Recreation De-
partment conducted a survey of other surrounding cit-

ies, only one provided service to unincorporated areas. 

 Another reason was that Los Angeles County 

offers a Dial-A-Ride service of their own. 

 “There was no need for the City to duplicate 

services,” Burroughs said.  

 But, the County Dial-A-Ride does not bring its 

system users to Temple City, the director admitted.  

 Pressed on the issue, Burroughs further 
warned that expansion could lead to other cities’ resi-

dents demanding to be a part of City’s Dial-A-Ride. 

 She asked, “What about Arcadia residents if 

they wanted to come into town?”  

 “I think maybe it’s time to take a more thorough 

look at our Dial-A-Ride system,” Sternquist said.  

 Temple City Mayor Fernando Vizcarra noted 
that he’d prefer an analysis done before reaching a de-

cision.  

 “I’d like to see some cost-benefit analysis,” the 

mayor said.  

 If the Council did expand the Dial-A-Ride pro-
gram, one or two more vehicles would be needed, 

Burroughs said.  

 “We would probably need additional vehicles,” 

she said.  

 Further discussion was delayed because the 
item was not officially placed on the City Council’s 

agenda.  

 Temple City’s Dial-A-Ride program currently 
allows residents 60 years of age and older, or disabled 
residents, to become registered users of the system. 
Minors under the age of 13 may also accompany a 

qualified rider.  

 Applications are available at City Hall. 

 The fare for using the Dial-A-Ride is 50 cents 

one-way.  



ganization and the largest nongovernmental organization 

in the Chinese-speaking world.  

The organization was founded by Dharma Mas-
ter Cheng Yen on May 14, 1966 in Hualien, Taiwan. The 
organization started out a small group of thirty house-
wives who saved a small amount of money each day. 
Today, there are approximately 10 million members 

spread over a range of 50 countries.  

A volunteer, who asked for her name not to be 
disclosed, was informing onlookers of the goal of the 
festival. The main idea of this festival was to receive do-
nations to help others especially Haiti and inform others 
of the Tzu Chi Foundation. “Tzu Chi has sent millions of 

dollars and willing volunteers to Haiti to help the Haitians 
after the devastating earthquake.” Tzu Chi volunteer 
said, “I’m glad to have time today to help around. Helping 

others can make me feel good inside also.” 

The main event took place in one of the rooms of 
the Live Oak Park.  The main event started off with the 
traditional lion dance that was supposedly able to bring 
good fortune. Then followed a PowerPoint explaining 
what the citizens of the world can do to help this planet, 
for example, recycling. A message came from Master 
Yen explaining the goal of the foundation. The event 
lasted a few hours and ended with the lighting of candles 

and the handing out of red envelopes. e
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Tzuchi throws a Lunar New Year party Continued from Front Page 

Cruse bids for a term on the City Council Continued from Front Page 

many people from my in-
teractions with them 

throughout the years.” 

 Although Cruse 
has dedicated much of her 
time to being active in the 
school district, she has 
many hobbies in her spare 
time. Cruse enjoys coach-
ing basketball with her 
husband, singing, playing 
the piano, garden-
ing, and being with 

her family.  

 When asked what she would do as a 
city council member, Cruse said she intends to 
meet the demand of the struggling economy 
through redevelopment in job opportunities and 

other financial sectors of the city.  

 Cruse supports the Community Rede-
velopment Agency (CRA), an agency focused 
on encouraging economic development. 
Through supporting the CRA, Cruse hopes to 
use tax money and direct it toward the efforts in 

creating more jobs.  

 In addition, Cruse also believes that the 
city should direct more attention to improving 
the pedestrian flow, possibly through the means 
of a bike trail or simply focusing more on pedes-
trian safety on frequently flowing streets such as 

Las Tunas.  

 Cruse is confident that her family ex-
perience and time in the community will help 

make a difference in the city.  

 “In my journey of raising my children I have met 
many fine residents of Temple City,” Cruse said. “I have 
spoken to many people who want someone to speak up 

for [our] taxpaying dollars without political ties,” she said.  

 

This is the sixth of six candidate profile interviews the 
Temple City Voice will conduct for the 2011 March City 

Council election.  
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 

February 25           Camellia Festival Opens 

                 @TC Park, 4:00 P.M. 

 

  26                    Camellia Parade 

           @Las Tunas Dr., 10:00 P.M. 

     

  27          Camellia Festival Closes 

 

  28         Spring Musical Road Show 

   @Oak Avenue School, 11:45 A.M.—1:10 P.M. 

 

March   1     City Council Meeting 

               @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

Jason 

 One of the biggest things I love about Temple 
City is the amount of youth involvement in just pretty 

much any part of the community. 

 Since Temple City is such a relatively close-
knit community, we tend to be closer in terms of city 
events. There is no real, defined set of cliques that the 
youth tend to fall into. Everyone interacts with each 
other in some way. This is one of the reasons that 
there is such a large amount of involvement of youths 

within the community. 

 It is not just the artistic people who go deco-
rate floats for the Camellia Festival or Rose Parade. 
People from different social groups all come together 
to do things. There are the “jocks”, the sporty people, 
and the “gamers”, who are in love with video games, 
who do things together, such as community projects. 
As such, there is no typecasting in Temple City when 

it comes to collaborative efforts. 

 I have been praised on a few occasions on my 
active participation in city affairs. Some people from 
other cities find it astounding that the youth in Temple 
City do so much. It seems that in other cities, there is 
a much wider margin between the city affairs of the 
youth and the adults.  If other cities were to run festi-
vals, there must be much larger number of adults han-
dling the booths and rides. In Temple City, it is re-
freshing to see that there are only probably one or two 
adults for each booth and that the rest are teens. It 
can really show just how much the youth care about 

our city and how engaging the city is. 

 Organizations such as the Junior State of 
America, which is almost entirely student-run and op-
erated, host events such as candidate forums for City 
Council and the Board of Education. There is a Youth 
Committee made up entirely of teenagers with only 

adults to act as liaisons to other organizations.  

 These organizations are relatively to entirely 
adult-independent, and what’s more, not only do they 
act on their own agendas, should it not coincide with 
local matters, but they also work on city affairs, as 

well. 

 Clubs that work on community activities such 
as Key Club and Kaleidoscope Club, which are mostly 
community-service based, would seem to not be too 
popular considering the nature of the club. Surpris-
ingly, they are the most popular clubs on campus, 

sporting over 50 members per club. 

 It is this type of youth involvement that helps 

make our city the way it is.  


