
On February 23, the Temple 
City High School art students 
displayed their art at the media 

center. 

 

BY PAULINE CHEN 

 The Temple City High 
School art show displayed many 
works of art by the high school 
students on Thursday, February 
23 from 3 to 6 P.M. at the Media 

Center. 

Hundreds of artworks 
were on display from the Illustra-
tion, Ceramics, Advanced Ce-
ramics, Art 1, Advanced Art, 
Honors Painting, and AP Studio 

Art classes.   

Displayed at the art 
show were paintings, drawings, 
and pottery works of every 
shape and size. The works were 
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Temple City holds 68th Annual Camellia Festival  

City Manager Gets 

a Pay Increase 

Pulido receives salary increase, bonus, and 

car allowance perk  

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city manager is receiving his first 

pay raise. 

 The city council voted 4-0 to approve 
an amendment to the city manager’s contract 

during the August 2, 2011 meeting.  

 Jose Pulido, who took over the reins of 
City Hall in October 2009, will receive a 2 per-
cent salary increase. As a result, the city man-
ager’s annual base salary will go up from 

$195,000 to $198,900.  

 Mr. Pulido will also receive a salary 
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International Youth Fellowship Hosts Roundtable with Chavez 
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Temple City held its 68th 
annual Camellia Festival 
last Friday to Sunday. 
 

BY SABRINA FANG 

The city held its 68th 
annual Camellia Festival at 
Temple City Civic Center 
Park from Friday, February 
24 to Sunday, February 26, 
2012 to celebrate the town's 

history. 

As a tradition, the 
three-day celebration attract-
ed people of all ages with 
carnival rides, food, games, 

and a parade. 

Temple City resi-
dents were not the only par-
ticipants at the festival, as 
many people from nearby 
towns attended the celebra-
tion as well. According to 
Temple City's official web-
site, the festival brings in 
about 20,000 visitors each 

year. 

“Camellia Festival” on Page 2 

The Mayor came to Temple City High School on Feb-

ruary 21 to give helpful hints to the students.  

 

BY MICHAEL COLLINS 

 On Tuesday, February 21st, the International 
Youth Fellowship of Temple City High School hosted a 
student leadership round table meeting with the mayor, 

Tom Chavez.  

The meeting, which took place at the high 
school during lunch, was represented by students of all 

the different grades.  

It commenced with information concerning the 
IYF's various programs, such as their English Camp 5k 
run, Cultural Expo, and World Camp The English camp, 
which was this past weekend, took place in Tecate, 
Mexico. The informational video about the trip was fol-
lowed by a special choreography by the Righteous 

Stars, a performing group from Korea. 

Students participating in the discussion gave 
their opinions on topics such as time management, lead-
ership, and college admission. In an open panel, stu-
dents voiced their ideas and suggestions about factors 
such as organization and 
stress. The participants “Mayor” on Page 3 

CAMELLIA FESTIVAL: Young children smile 

as they enjoy the Camellia Festival park rides. 

Photo courtesy of Jason Gan 
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The festival kicked off Friday afternoon. Stu-
dents from the Temple City School District flocked to 

the festival after school to take part in the festivities. 

“I was looking forward to the festival all week,” 
said sophomore Nicole Hou, “I had to go as soon as I 

could.” 

On Saturday morning, the city held its annual 
Camellia Festival Parade, themed “Let the Good Times 
Roll.” Luckily, the sun was shining the whole way 
through, so no rain fell on the parade. Boy Scout Troop 
#167 of St. Luke School led the way as they held the 
official festival banner. The line-up included the Temple 
City High School Band, the Camellia Festival Royal 

Court, various Boy and Girl Scout troops, and more. 

“Parades are really fun,” said Temple City High 
School Band member Chris Pan, “especially when you 

representing Temple City at its finest.” 

The High School Marching Band was well-
received at the parade, playing their march “Eagle, 
Globe, and Conqueror,” and “Forget You” by Cee Lo 

Green.  

The festival was an overall success, for both the 
performers and the spectators. With this year's Camellia 
Festival now in the past, the city now prepares to plan 

for next year's festivities. 

bonus of $19,800, as well as a $300 monthly car allow-

ance.  

 In addition, the amendment eliminates an op-
tional cell phone/PDD perk of $125 a month and formal-

ly requires the city manager to pay 1 percent towards 

CALPERS. 

 He will continue to receive four weeks of vaca-

tion time.  

 Last year, Mr. Pulido voluntarily agreed to 
contribute 1 percent towards his pension following 
the city council’s decision to mandate all city em-

ployees to do so.  

 Since he joined City Hall, Mr. Pulido has 
overseen numerous successes and changes. The 
city manager has twice reorganized City Hall, as 
well as tackled the formerly empty gas station on 
Las Tunas Drive and Oak Avenue. Additionally, Mr. 
Pulido has worked closely with The Gateway 

(formerly Piazza) developer Randy Wang.  

 The city manager holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
a master’s degree in urban planning from the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles.  

 Prior to coming to Temple City, Mr. Pulido 
was the city administrator for the city of San Fernan-
do. The city manager has also worked for the cities 
of Montebello and Pico Riveria, as well as Los An-

geles County.  

This week’s comic strip was designed by Emily Fan. 

e

The Temple City Marching Band marches down Las 

Tunas Drive.                              Photo Courtesy of Jason Gan 
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Art show impresses viewers 

and students Continued From Front Page 

Mayor Tom Chavez gives advice at IYF meeting            
Continued from Front Page 

e

propped upon easels or posted on 
tall partitions around the library. 
There was a large audience of art 
students, teachers, classmates, and 
parents at the showing. Both artists 
and viewers were impressed by the 

works displayed. 

“I am amazed by the creativ-
ity and surprised to see many artists 
going out of their comfort zone for 
this project,” said Junior Samantha 

Lee.  

“Visiting the art show 
gave me the opportuni-
ty to see TC's hidden 
talents,” said Senior 
Jason Gan. “It was 
amazing to see how 
realistic, creative, and 
beautiful the works 

were.” 

 The art show 
also featured several 
performances to com-
memorate the different 
aspects of art. A small 
ensemble consisting of 
Ruth Xu on violin, 

Pauline Chen on bass and 
Catherine Tsai on viola played 
Pachelbel’s “Canon In D Ma-
jor.” Grace Pan also sang co-
vers of popular songs while 

playing the guitar.  

Throughout the show, clay-
spinning demonstrations were led by 

Advanced Ceramics students.  

Many of the TCHS staff 
members attended the art show, 

including Superintendent Chelsea 
Kang-Smith. The head coordinator, 
Mihee Kim, was pleased to an-
nounce that she received many com-

pliments for the event.  
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would share their personal 
experiences and advice in 

order to further the meet-

ing. 

"I suggest a timer 
to avoid procrasti-
nation," Junior 
Yinting Huang 
said during the 
meeting. "It 
makes it easier to 

stay on task." 

The meeting 
spanned through-
out the entire 
lunch period, as 
the students gave 
optimal advice 
involving these 
topics. As the 
meeting pro-
gressed, the rep-
resentatives gave 

tips in a lighthearted and 

humorous manner. 

"Here, I have 101 
ways to prevent stress," 
said Mayor Chavez. "But I 
don't think we'll have time 
for them, so I'll just share 

one instead." 

With input and ad-
vice from the Mayor, the 
students were able to pro-
vide their insight for better 

studying and success. 

The IYF club at 
Temple City High School 
meets on Fridays in Room 
202. For more information 
regarding the International 
Youth Fellowship's local 
programs and activities, 

visit iyfworldcamp.com. 
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Students gather around the many works by 

the AP Studio art class.  
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Temple City Mayor Tom Chavez poses with the Korean dance 
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 What started as a series of conflicts has 

evolved into a full-fledged nightmare in Syria. 

 With an estimated 7,500 dead, the UN has 
condemned president Bashar al-Assad for his heinous 
crimes against the Syrian people and human rights. 
According to human rights groups such as UNICEF 
and Avaaz.org, hundreds of people, including chil-
dren, have also been tortured, beaten, and sexually 
abused during the Syrian uprising. Al-Assad’s actions 
have been universally criticized as inhumane and bru-
tal, creating controversies comparable to the damages 

done in Libya.  

 The conflict in Syria is a critical world issue 
that should be made aware to all people, as it relates 
to questions regarding opposition by the people, pro-
testations, and the maintenance of human rights by 
governments and the U.N. However, the news cover-
age on Syria in the United States has been completely 

lacking. 

 What’s completely ridiculous is that the Ameri-
can news stations have hardly covered these series of 

events at all.  

 As I scan down lists of articles from the New 
York and Los Angeles Times, CNN, and Yahoo News, 
I’m disappointed to see that news of Syria have been 
completely shoved to the back. Is this because Ameri-
cans simply don’t care about what’s going on in other 

countries, or because our news stations are biased?  

 It baffles me that news about Angelina Jolie’s 
dress at the Oscars is supposedly more important 
than the systematic suppression of thousands of 
peaceful protestors. The coverage on Syria has been 
so minimal in our newspapers and news stations that I 
have to check out international groups such as BBC, 
al-Jazeera or Le Monde to hear latest updates on Syr-

ia instead. 

 Despite my growing disappointment with the 
minimal reporting on the conflict of Syria, I still advise 
anyone who’s interested in substantial news to learn 
more about Syria and what’s currently happening over 

there. 

 The Arab Spring is not over, and its ripples 
continue to send shockwaves through the Middle East 

and the rest of the world.  

 Though the United States is generally stable 
and entering its next 2012 election, we need to re-
member how chaotic it can be for other countries bur-

dened with political turmoil and corruption.  

 At the same time, it’s crucial to appreciate the 
free elections and generally upheld human rights that 
the United States has shared — and realize how pre-

cious and possibly fleeting it could be.  

 It’s been a while, and I’ve seen my share of 
violated human rights and forceful governments since 
I’ve been alive. The United States has never been one 
of them, though we’ve wavered close enough to the 

edge to make me wonder at times. 

 Just how far are we from the oppressive gov-
ernments of Libya, North Korea, and Syria? We must 
learn from the mistakes of other countries and pray 

that we never make them ourselves.  

 It’s up to us to educate ourselves, especially 

when the news will not.  

Amy Fan is the editor-in-chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She is a senior at Temple City High School. 

Amy enjoys writing and drinking tea. 
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