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Incumbents Win City Council Election 

Lease for 

Downtown 

Gas Station 

is Signed 
The abandoned gas station 
on Las Tunas and Oak    
Avenue may be put back to 

use. 

 

BY RAYMOND TRAN 

The city manager 
of Temple City may soon be 
able to claim a minor victory: 
the re-opening of a vacant 

gas station. 

Jose Pulido, who 
joined City Hall in October 
2009, shared the good news 
in his May 5, 2010 weekly 

city manager’s report.  

“The lease between 
the property owner and a 
new tenant has been final-
ized and signed,” the city 

manager said.  

SCHOOL BOARD: Over a hundred people    
attend Wednesday’s school board meeting to 
denounce a decision made by Superintendent 

Chelsea Kang-Smith.  

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

A veteran jewelry designer, Maria de la Luz 
has crafted camellia-themed jewelry for      

Temple City and the Camellia Festival. 

 

BY AMY FAN 

Known in Temple City for her craftsman-
ship of camellia-themed jewelry, Maria de la Luz 
is an artisan in who has been creating fine jew-

elry since 1991. 

A graduate of the Gemological Institute 
of America, she took additional studies at the Art 
Institute of New York 

Jeweler De La Cruz 

Makes Camellia Jewelry 

“Gas Station” on Page 2 “Camellias”  on Page 3 

ELECTION 2011 

Temple City 

Votes to 

Keep       

Incumbents 
Blum, Sternquist, Vizcarra 

beat out three challengers.  

 

BY MATTHEW WONG  

 Temple City voters 
expressed their satisfaction 
with the current City Council 
Tuesday by choosing to re-
elect Mayor Fernando Viz-
carra, as well as Councilmem-
bers Carl Blum and Cynthia 

Sternquist.  

 Unofficial results show 
that Blum, who was appointed 
to the City Council in 2010, 
received the most votes. 
Sternquist came in second, 

and Vizcarra came in third.  

 Planning Commis-
sioner Manuel Valenzuela III, 
the youngest of the six candi-
dates, 
c a m e “Election” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL 

NEWS ARTICLE  
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City Council to stay the same Continued from Front Page 

e

e

This week’s comic strip was designed by Kristi Hsiao. 

in fourth. Starene Cruse and Nicho-
las Lisk placed fifth and sixth, re-

spectively.  

 Blum got 1960 votes, or 26 
percent; Sternquist took in 1944, or 
25.8 percent; and Vizcarra received 

1642 votes, or 21.7 percent.  

 Valenzuela received 1118 
votes, or 14.8 percent. Cruse got 

588 votes, or 7.8 percent, while Lisk 

got 282, or 3.7 percent.  

 According to City Clerk 
Mary Flandrick, 209 provisional bal-

lots remain to be verified. 

 As usual, more vote-by-mail 
ballots were counted than those 

who voted at polling stations.  

 The unofficial voter turnout 

is 16.7 percent, according to Flan-

drick.  

 In the previous City Council 
election, voter turnout was around 
20.2 percent. In 2007, the turnout 

was around 18.7 percent.  

 Blum, Sternquist, and Viz-
carra will now serve until March 

2015.  

New business owner plans to open up soon Continued from Front Page 

The property owner of the long vacant prop-
erty on the northwest corner of Oak Avenue and Las 
Tunas Drive and the new owner, Ahmed Rabadi, 

signed a lease on May 5, according to Pulido.  

With an agreement secure, 
the city manager and new owner hope 
to operate a new gas station as soon as 
possible. The former gas station ceased 

operations in 2007.  

Referring to Rabadi, the city 
manager said, “He would prefer to oper-

ate a 76 gas station.” 

Once a 76 gas station is in-
stalled, Rabadi plans to “add a mini 

mart and car wash,” Pulido added.  

Last year, the city manager pushed the previ-
ous owner aggressively to find a tenant. In December, 
Pulido threatened to revote the owner’s conditional use 

permit which was given in 1972.  

Community Development Manager Joe Lam-

bert will follow up with the new owner. 

“I have tasked Community Development Man-
ager Joe Lambert to work with Mr. Rabadi 
in order to open this long time vacant 
gasoline station as soon as possible,” the 

city manager said.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: For complete coverage of 
this story and related stories, please visit 
t h e  b l o g  a t  h t t p : / /

templecityvoice.wordpress.com.  

 

Also, please know that we are in the process 
of providing up to date coverage of all city-related arti-
cles. We thank you for your patience as we work out a 

solution.  
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Custom-made jewelry of camellias sold Continued from Front Page 

and Art Center College of Design in Pasadena. After 
graduating with a degree in jewelry arts manufacturing, 
she began her career with her own jewelry gallery in Old 
Town Pasadena. Since 1991, de la Luz has designed 
private and public pieces, including clients such as Para-
mount Studios, the Los Angeles Opera, the Tournament 

of Roses, and the Getty Museum.  

According to de la Luz, her work is a 
combination of the tangible and abstract, and 

she remarks her job positively. 

"Nature, in all of its forms, is a great 
source of inspiration, and to interpret its mes-
sages is always a childlike experience,” says 
de la Luz. “The anticipation and experience of 
being a facilitator of such a manifestation is 

always a reward to my spirit."  

After ten years of promoting jewelry 
business in Pasadena, Maria de la Luz became 
involved with designing camellia-themed jew-
elry after meeting the President and CEO of 
the Temple City Chamber of Commerce, Linda 
Payne. Agreeing to sell specially-designed ca-
mellia jewelry for Temple City, she created 
handcrafted earrings, necklaces, pins, and 

other wearable items.  

To create each custom-designed 
piece, she starts with a piece of wax to carve 
the petals of the flowers, and casts the model 
in bronze to create a rubber mold. She then 
puts the jewelry together by hand, as with all of 

her original creations. She regards her work with pride 
because she takes meticulous time in crafting each indi-

vidual piece.  

“As a designer, this has been a great experience 
since the detail of the Camellia requires a lot of patience 
to accomplish the realistic look of the flower, as well as a 
wearable piece,” said de la Luz. “It is my hope that the 
person wearing it will feel the joy I experienced at the 

time I executed this special piece.”  

Her jewelry was displayed and sold at the 67th 

Annual Camellia Festival last week.  

Ms. de la Luz’s work can be found on her web-

site, www.mariadelaluz.com.  
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Maria de la Cruz created the custom orders of camellia-
themed jewelry that was showcased at the Camellia 

Festival.                           Photo Courtesy of mariadelacruz.com 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN: 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

March           11            “Cinderella” Musical 

      @San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, 7:30 P.M. 

 

  13    Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

  14        Staff Development Day 

 

    La Rosa “Turn Off the TV” Week 

       March 14-18 

 

  15   City Council Meeting 

      @Council Chambers, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Jason 

 One of the most refreshing things to see in 
Temple City is the amount of community support the 

residents and members exhibit. 

 As one public comment speaker said at the 
last Board of Education meeting, “Schools like Arcadia 
and San Marino get much more funding than Temple 
City, but why does Temple City outperform them? It’s 
because of the closeness of the community that keeps 

up together.” 

 It helps Temple City that it’s a much smaller 
and closer community than other cities, such as San 
Gabriel or Arcadia. We have just one middle school 
and one high school and we have just a handful of 
residents. Most officials know each other relatively 

well. 

 One of the biggest events to hit Temple City in 
the past few months is the Board of Education meet-
ing this week. Most public meetings only house ten to 

twenty resident spectators, on average.  

 When school administrators were warned 
about a possible layoff, enraged and concerned teach-
ers and other staff members came down promptly to 
the Board of Education meeting to protest this action. I 

have never seen a more crowded room.  

 Over 120 people came, almost all of them to 
discuss Superintendent Chelsea Kang-Smith’s action. 
Even the fire department had come over to announce 
that the crowding of the room posed a possible fire 

hazard. People ended up sitting on the floor. 

 Whereas most meetings of any kind usually 
have one or two people maximum that have public 
opinions, we had six teachers and parents come up to 

speak, ending with rousing applause.  

 Whether for right or for wrong, it’s amazing 
that the residents of Temple City and members of its 
affiliations would exhibit such an amazing amount of 

support for each other.  

 Twelve school administrators were warned of 
possible layoffs and 160 teachers came to support 
them. Over 500 students signed a petition to repeal 

the “pink slips”.  

 Would you find dedication like that in other 
cities? Chances are, it would be extremely unlikely. 
The communities are too dispersed and out of contact 
with each other in order for that much organization to 
be done. Our relatively small town of Temple City, 
usually overshadowed by the giants, Arcadia, San 
Marino, and San Gabriel, has something that those 

cities don’t have.  

 


