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Farmer’s Market Comes to Temple City 

CINDERELLA: This year’s annual Temple City 
High School musical, Cinderella, was performed 

at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse. 

Photo Courtesy of Cody Luk 

REACHING OUT , ONE VOICE AT A T IME 

Randy Wang to present two site plans to     

potential retailers in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

BY MATTHEW WONG 

Piazza developer Randy Wang will at-
tend the International Council of Shopping Cen-
ters (ICSC) conference in Nevada, the city man-

ager on Thursday said.  

“Mr. Wang and his team will be preparing 
two site plans and pur-
suit packages to show 

Piazza Developer To Attend 

Major Trade Conference 

“Piazza” on Page 2 

ELECTION 2011 

Official     

Results    

Confirm     

Incumbent 

Victories  

Voters (re)-elect Vizcarra, 
Sternquist, and Blum to a 

four-year term.  

 

BY DANNY TSANG  

The City Council will 
remain the same, official re-
sults from March 8‟s election 

show.  

A final tally of valid 
provisional and vote-by-mail 
ballots was counted on 
Wednesday, March 16 at City 

Hall.  

Official results placed 
Temple City Councilman Carl 
Blum in first place, followed by 
Councilwoman Cynthia Stern-
quist, and then Mayor Fer-

nando Vizcarra.  

“Election” on Page 2 

UNPUBLISHED, HISTORICAL NEWS ARTICLE  

School Board 

Votes down 

Pink Slip     

Notices for 12 

School          

Administrators   

Teachers rallied against 
Superintendent’s decision 

to issue layoff notices.  

 

BY KAREN TANG  

Overcrowded with 
students, parents, teachers, 
the Temple City Unified 
School District board room 
was drowned in confusion, 
desperation, and excitement 
over Superintendent Chelsea 
Kang-Smith‟s decision to an-
nounce layoffs to 12 school 

administrators.  

A fire marshal was 
forced to declare a necessary 
movement of audience mem-
bers because of the sizable 

crowd. 

Several individuals 
who spoke Wednesday ex-

“Pink Slips” on Page 3 



Blum received 2098 votes, 
or 26 percent. Sternquist got 2082 
votes, or 25.8 percent. Vizcarra took 

in 1760 votes, or 21.8 percent.  

M a n u e l 
“ M a n n y ” 
Valenzuela 
III, vice-
cha i r man 
o f  the 
P l a n n i n g 
c o m m i s -
sion, came 
in fourth 
place, with 
1 2 0 0 
votes, or 
14.9 per-

cent.  

S t a r e n e 
Cruse re-
ceived 626 
votes, or 

7.8 percent, while Nicholas Lisk got 

300 votes, or 3.7 percent.  

Blum, the top-place finisher, 
stated he wants to establish a “high 
performance” government in which 
the City and staff are goal-oriented 
and active. He also aims to intro-
duce safer routes for bicyclers and 
pedestrians, while reducing crime 

and planning for dire emergencies.  

“It‟s not just five council 
members. It‟s the people that help 
us,” Blum told the Temple City 

Voice. “I think that‟s important.”  

Meanwhile, the only female 
counci l  person, intends to 
strengthen an alliance with San 
Gabriel Valley-based Habitat for 
Humanity. In addition, Sternquist 
hopes to provide for the senior citi-
zens in the community. On top of 
that, Sternquist plans to re-focus on 

the developing of the Piazza lot.   

“I would like to continue 
making a positive impact on the 
lives of the residents in this city,” 

she said.  

Now about to embark on his 
third term on the City Council, 
Mayor Fernando Vizcarra plans to 
improve Temple City by bringing in 
services people would be interested 
in, in order to create a livelier at-

mosphere.  

 According to City Clerk 
Mary Flandrick, the official voter 

turnout was 17.9 percent.  

 In 2007, the turnout was 20 
percent. Two years ago, the official 

turnout was 21 percent.  

 The newly (re)-elected can-
didates will be sworn in on Monday, 

March 21. 
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Incumbents will be sworn in on March 21 Continued from Front Page 
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Piazza developer to attend conference in Las Vegas Continued from Front Page 

prospective commercial tenants” at the ICSC confer-
ence, City Manager Jose Pulido wrote in his May 13, 

2010 weekly report.  

The ICSC conference is scheduled to take 
place later this month, May 23-25, at Las Vegas, Ne-
vada. According to the ICSC website, the organization 
“is the global trade association of the shopping center 

industry.” 

Its 60,000 membership includes “shopping cen-
ter owners, developers, managers, marketing special-
ists, investors, lenders, retailers, and other profession-

als as well as academics and public officials.”  

At the conference, Randy Wang and his project 
team will present two revised site plans to national and 
regional retailers. Wang‟s first plan is akin to a 
“traditional suburban strip center,” Pulido said. The de-
velopment would be 50,000 square feet and would in-

clude one restaurant.  

The developer‟s second plan is more of an 

“urban center” that is approximately 67,500 square feet.  

This development plan includes two restaurants 
as well as outdoor dining areas. Moreover, two medium
-sized retails pads will be available. A future public li-

brary could also be housed on a second floor of one of 

the retail pads, according to Pulido.  

Four years ago, the City Council gave the Pi-
azza developer approval for his mixed use develop-
ment. The project consisted of 52-one bedroom condo-

miniums and a large retail center.   

After years of inaction, the City Council sued 
Wang in order to force the developer to act. Wang 
countersued the city of Temple City in 2008, alleging 
city officials of soliciting bribes in order to support the 

project.  

Months after the suit, the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney‟s office launched an official investiga-
tion which resulted two council member-resignations, as 

well as one council member not being re-elected.  

Today, former Temple City mayors Cathé Wil-
son and Judy Wong face serious criminal charges. If 
convicted, the former could face nine years in prison, 
while the latter could face 10 years and four months in 

jail.  

Neither of the former city officials has pleaded 

guilty. They return to court on May 26.  

Councilman Carl Blum 
received the most 

votes. Photo Courtesy   
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Crowd attends school board meeting to voice          

opposition to Superintendent Smith’s decision Continued 

from Front Page 

pressed strong concerns over Resolutions 1011-20 and 
1011-21 that deals with notices for laying off teachers, as 

well as administrators.  

“We are now in distraught because all certified 
administrators are getting pink slips,” Janice Murasko, a 
Temple City High School teacher, said. “Why throw them 

into turmoil when it might not be necessary at all, really?” 

Teresa Ting, a parent of a sixth grade boy with 
autism, spoke about her concern with future service re-

duction, as well as the downsizing of services.  

“What happened to the „No Child Left Behind‟ 
policy,” she questioned. “We can‟t afford to lose the chil-

dren‟s progress.”  

Another individual, identified as Ms. Laughlin, 
also rejected both resolutions. Lauglin calmly informed 
the School Board that she didn‟t think the budget com-

mittee was heard, especially over cutting teachers.  

“Public education is not for 

making money,” she said.  

Debbie Maurey, an Oak Ave-
nue Intermediate school 
teacher, restated Murasko‟s 
speech, emphasizing 
the confusion over 
District‟s decision to 

issue pink slips.  

“A pink slip is a pink 
slip, no matter what 
promise you make,” 

she stated. “Consider your instinct to not vote 

for this mass layoff.”  

“Friends are threatened. Relationships 
are in jeopardy…Do not lose our trust,” an a 

teacher from the crowd later yelled.  

Even Student Board Member Derek 

Wan shared his input over the issue. 

“What would happen when more in-
structors are gone?” he inquired. “There will be 
a snowballing effect and students are fearful 

and desperate.” 

Wan explained, “Teachers are second 
parents to us and we work collectively and hon-

estly.”  

A student-led petition to stop the District from 
issuing pink slips recently received 567 at Temple City 

High School.  

A divided School Board eventually voted the 

resolutions down.  

Board Clerk Robert Ridley voted no. “We need 

trust and need to work together,” he said.  

On the other hand, Board Member Janet Rhee 
voted yes. “If you don‟t trust me, I won‟t trust you,” she 

said.  
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“Teachers are    
second parents to 

us and we work   
collectively and 

honestly.” 

-Derek Wan,         

Student Board     

Member  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
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     Letters to the Editor...  
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Blog:  
http://templecityvoice.wordpress.com 

 
E-mail: templecityvoice@yahoo.com 

TEMPLE CITY  Voice 
Volume 5, Issue 28 

Interested in sponsoring the Temple City Voice?  
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FOUNDER’S COLUMN: 
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

March           18    Civil War Day 

Oak Avenue Intermediate School, All Day  

 

   21            1st District PTA Awards 

 

        Temple City Chamber of Commerce Mixer 

           @City Hall, 5:30 P.M. 

 

Special City Council Meeting 

@Council Chambers, Time TBD 

 

  23 Joint BOE/Personnel  

   Commission Meeting 

Matthew 

 Last week, Temple City voters returned Mayor 
Fernando Vizcarra, as well as Councilmembers Carl 
Blum and Cynthia Sternquist to the City Council, for 

another four years.  

 City Clerk Mary Flandrick stated that approxi-
mately 16.7 percent of eligible voters cast ballots in 

the March 8 City Council election.  

 Now, this figure is only preliminary and ex-
cludes the provisional and vote-by-mail ballots 

counted on Wednesday.  

 Still, the percentage of those who turned out 
to vote will be lower than during the previous two city 

council elections.  

 In 2007, the official turnout rate was 20 per-
cent. Two years ago, the voter turnout rate was 21 

percent.  

 What do these figures show? The numbers 
show that there is a low-level of participation at the 

local level. 

 Temple City is a small town community, and 
there really should not be a reason why the degree of 

participation is small. 

 Now, this election was the first that I was al-
lowed to participate in. I did, even though I am on an 

exchange program in Hong Kong, China.  

 For a town with slightly over 35,500 people, it 
shouldn‟t be hard to come out to vote, let alone voice 

an opinion about the city‟s development.  

 It‟s critical, for those who are able, to be civic-
minded, active, and informed. In fact, this is a funda-

mental value of our country.   

 However, let me thank and congratulate those 
who did cast their ballots, voice their opinions, during 

this past election cycle.  

 Regardless of who you voted for, thank you 

for playing an active role in Temple City‟s affairs.   

 For those who didn‟t, or weren‟t able to partici-

pate, another election will come up.  

 Governor Jerry Brown may call for a special 
election this summer. Or if he doesn‟t, an election for 

the School Board will be held in November.  

 

 

Matthew Wong, who founded the Temple City Voice in 
2006, is a senior Political Science and Asian American 

Studies student at the University of California, Davis.  


