
And the new mayor of Temple City is...Vincent Yu 

SADIE HAWKINS DANCE: Temple City High 
school students ask out others for the Sadies 

Dance on Friday, March 23. 
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A second public outreach meeting on 
Rosemead Boulevard improvement project to 

be held: City Manager.  

 

BY VINCENT WEI  

 The city is again extending a contract 
with Vanir Construction Management, the pro-
ject manager for the Rosemead Boulevard im-

provement project.  
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Lin offers advice on how to 

deal with college rejections.  

 

BY JUSTIN LIN 

In late March, college 
results have either been re-
ceived by prospective stu-
dents, or are soon to come out 
for everyone. Are college re-
jections bringing you down? 
Are you worried about college 
results soon to come in? Don’t 

let it get you down.  

For those who have 
already received rejections: 
First of all, realize that college 

is not the end.  

You have already 
made a great decision by be-
ing active in choosing your 
future and deciding you want 
to go to college. And for many 
who have received rejections, 
it’s also likely you received a 
few acceptances. Your experi-

“Rejections” on Page 3 

The TCHS Interact Club    
attended the 2nd annual 
'Shantytown' hosted by San 
Gabriel Valley Habitat for 

Humanity. 

 

BY SABRINA FANG 

 On March 3, the Tem-
ple City High School Interact 
Club attended the 2nd annual 
'Shantytown' at La Salle High 
School to raise money and 
awareness for the growing 

world poverty rates. 

 Shantytown, hosted 
by the San Gabriel Valley 
Habitat for Humanity organiza-
tion, was a fundraising event 
where participants built and 
spent the night in their own 

cardboard houses.  

 Participants were able 
to experience the state of 
homelessness on a smaller 
scale for a single night. This 
event was meant to educate 

“Shantytown” on Page 2 
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Students spend the night in cardboard boxes to learn about        

homelessness Continued from Front Page 
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This week’s comic was designed by Tiffany Kha. 

club members were not old enough to start building 

homes, he introduced me to this great event.” 

 At the start of the event, Temple City students 
were able to relax and take part in the event's lively at-
mosphere. They played games with other participants, 
enjoyed eating food provided by food trucks, and bond-

ed with their fellow club members.  

 Building their own shelters, however, served as 
a challenge. They had to build cardboard homes that 
were able to sustain harsh weather and temperature 

conditions. 

 When the time came to sleep in their cardboard 
homes, many people found the conditions difficult to 
withstand. They had trouble adjusting from sleeping in a 
warm, comfortable bed to sleeping on the hard ground in 

the cold. 

 “Sleeping in cardboard boxes was dreadful,” 
said Freshman Man-Kit Tsay. “It was freezing cold, 

noisy, and uncomfortable.” 

 The Temple City Interact Club found the event to 
be a fun, learning experience that allowed them to 
bond with their fellow club members and make new 

friends. 

 “This experience opened new doors for me 
as a person,” said Interact Club President Betty 
Wang, “and has made me even more eager to start 

helping families without homes through Habitat.”  

 Habitat for Humanity, which led the event 
for Interact Club, is a non-profit organization that 
recruits volunteers to build decent, affordable 

homes for families in need of proper housing.  

stu-
dents 
on 
grow-
ing 
pov-
erty 
rates 
and 
what 
they 
can 
do to 

help.  

 “I found out about Shantytown through a youth 
service coordinator from Habitat for Humanity,” said 
Interact Club President Betty Wang. “Since most of my 

Interact Club builds cardboard boxes to spend 

the night in.                                                
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Column: Advice about college rejections 

Continued from Front Page 

Vanir has been paid at least 279 thousand dollars Continued from Front Page 

ences in college will undoubtedly 
affect you. However, the college 
which one goes is only a small 

factor into overall success.  

There is, of course, grad 
school, your second chance to get 
into that dream school. But then, 
out in the real world, people care 
less and less about colleges. 
Friends of my father, who hail 
from universities such as the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and the 
University of California at Berke-
ley, have told me that going to 
college at a prestigious college 
have ultimately mattered very lit-

tle. 

But also realize that 
though your future is important, 
that there is so much left in senior 
year to enjoy. Do you really want 
to spend it not having fun and be-

ing sad about rejections? Stay 
optimistic about the future. As se-
cond semester seniors, we have 
the right to enjoy a little bit and 
soak in the glory of having trav-

ersed through so much. 

For those awaiting re-
sults: It’s better not to think about 
it too much. It would be better to 
keep it in the back of your head, 
as worrying more won’t change 
the results. Know that there is al-
ways a chance for dream schools, 
as you don’t know what the ad-
mission offers will think. Again, 

worrying won’t help.  

Best of luck! Senior year 
is a great one filled with fun and 
excitement. It’s good to care 
about college, but don’t let rejec-

tions get you down for too long. 
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MARCH 23 

ANNUAL SPRING FLING 

LIVE OAK PARK, 6 P.M. 

 

MARCH 27 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 7:30 P.M. 

 

MARCH 28 

BUSINESS ADVISORY MEETING 

CHAMBER BOARDROOM, 9 A.M. 

 

MARCH 29 

VARSITY BASEBALL GAME 

TEMPLE C ITY H.S., 3:30 P.M. 

 

MARCH 31 

SMALL BUSINESS EXPO 

CHAMBER PARKING LOT, 10 A.M. 
 

of the city council voted 5-0 on Tues-
day to approve an amendment to the 
consultant services agreement with 
Vanir, the third since the group was 

hired in 2010.  

 “The contract that the City 
has with Vanir Construction Manage-
ment is a by-phase contract,” Mayor 
Pro Tempore Vincent Yu 
said during the September 
20, 2011 city council meet-
ing. “As the project pro-

gresses, we’ll add more to it.”  

Last year, the city hired Vanir and 
Gruen Associates, as project design-
er, to assist City Hall with beautifying 

Rosemead Boulevard.  

 The beautification project 
was once projected to cost $9 mil-
lion. However, due to the city’s suc-
cess in obtaining grants, the project 

is now valued to cost $17 million.  

 Vanir has already received 
up to $279,000 for its work on the 
project, which included pre-design 

and design (phases one and two).  

 The approval of Tuesday’s 
amendment brings the project man-

ager’s contract value up to 
$350,000, which covers the 
“bid and award” stage, or 

phase three.  

 Meanwhile, Gruen Associ-
ates has been paid $907,833 to de-

sign the new Rosemead Boulevard.  

 City officials are also plan-
ning to hold a second town hall meet-
ing to engage the community about 

the project.  

 According to City Manager 
Jose Pulido, the meeting will be held 

on October 6 at Live Oak Park. 
There will be both English-speaking 

and Chinese-speaking sessions.  

 In March, 180 residents at-
tended the first town hall meeting, 

city officials said.  

 The Rosemead Boulevard 
improvement project is the city’s big-
gest recent endeavor to redo the im-
age of Temple City. There are plans 
to introduce energy-efficient lighting, 
pedestrian-friendly enhancements, 
drought resistant landscaping, public 

art, and protected bicycle lanes.  

 Mayor Pro Tempore Yu and 
Councilmember Carl Blum are city 
council’s representatives overseeing 
the project. Both Mr. Blum and Mr. 
Yu co-chair the Rosemead Boule-
vard standing committee, which 

meets on Fridays at City Hall.  



 For 18 years, I’ve lived as a dreamer. 

 I grew up as a wayward child,  wandering in my 
own world with the thoughts inside my head. Teachers 
said I had problems paying attention in class, but that 
was because I was busy thinking of stories instead of 

understanding math lessons. 

 Most people at school couldn’t tell that I 
marched to school every day constantly brainstorming 
battle scenes and fantasy settings. My lack of attention 
definitely caused me a lot of strife with my parents 
about my bad grades, but I never regretted having   

imagination. 

 It was in second grade that I decided that I 
wanted to come up with stories for a living, and the 

dream hasn’t changed much since then. 

 As I grow older and closer to “the real world,” I 
realize that there’s nothing that I want to do more than 
do what I love for a living. But how realistic is that    
nowadays? I’ve seen the painters become architects, 
basketball players become economists, and actors   
become public relations agents. What transformation 

do I have to make? 

 I decided to compromise my stories by    
choosing journalism over creative writing, but the   
heartbeat of my dreams continue beating on.       

Sometimes I wonder if I’m fooling myself. 

 You’ll have time for leisure. But what if I don’t? 
You’ll be successful if you work hard. But what if it’s not 
hard enough? Stories don’t make money. But what if 

it’s not money I care about? 

 Eventually, everyone comes to the crossroads 
where they have to give up something they love for 
something they need or love more. Whether it’s the 
right choice or not, its effects are lasting. Marriage or a 
career? Passion or stability? A gamble or a life of    

boredom? 

 It’s time for me to choose which fork I take, but 

at the same time, I’m not willing to give it all up. 

 I once knew a pastor that told me, “You spell 
love T-I-M-E,” meaning that people take time for things 
they love. Perhaps it’s time to test how far that devotion 

actually goes.  

 Could it all be possible, or is it all just a dream? 

 

Amy Fan is the Editor-in-Chief of the Temple City 
Voice. She aspires to be a journalist and enjoys writing 

and drinking tea. 
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